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THE PARADOX OF EDUCATED UNEMPLOYMENT IN KERALA

The Live Register of the Employment Exchange in Kerala in September,
2017 shows that the total number of registrants who are seeking employment is
34, 93, 822. Out of the total registered candidates, 21, 22, 976 (61 percent) are
female registrants and 13, 70, 846 (39 percent) are male counterparts. Seventy
three percent registrantsin the employment exchange have SSL.C or below SSLC
as their educational attainment. Another 18.8 percent have an educational
background of Plus Two. This 32 lakh of the 92 percent registrants are less
educated and less skilled. Thus this category could not be treated as educated
unemployed as they could not do jobs requiring moderate skill or education.
But they can be productively engaged in less skilled jobs related to the bottom
level activities in the production and social sectors.

It isreported fact that 30 lakhs migrant workersfrom other States are finding
out their livelihood by engaging the less skilled and low end jobsin Kerala. It is
an interesting fact that at the same time 23 lakhs Keralites are doing the same
types of work abroad especialy in the Middle East Asian countries. The labour
studies from these countries revealed that the work environment of the migrant
youth from Kerala is unhealthy and frustrating. It is reported that most of the
migrant workers have the educational qualification of SSLC or Plus Two, the
work environment is not conducive and the remuneration package is just
sufficient to make the both ends meet. These findings are true because Kerala
isa 100 percent literate State with school dropout rate amost zero. The workers
remuneration is highest in Kerala among the Indian States and also near to the
rate paid in the Gulf countries.

It was intended to enquire the reasons why 30 lakhs migrant workers from
other States are doing the less skilled jobs in Kerala, while 23 lakhs of youth
from Kerala are engaged in similar jobs in the Gulf countries. Are the wages
and work conditions much better in Gulf countries? Why is this paradox in
Kerala labour market continuing? The answers of the above questions rest in
the general outlook of Keralatowards the chemistry of the type of employment
and socia status. It is a known fact that the Keralites seem to be lazy and
unproductive in work sites when they are in Kerala, but are hard working and
producing better results outside the State. The wages prevailing in Gulf countries
and work environments are no better than that of Kerala. It isalso learnt that the



migrant workers are not in a position to save anything from their Gulf earnings
for the future life requirements. So the present unemployment problem
confronted by Kerala society is as to how to raise the social status of jobs. How
Is it possible to assign more socia recognition for private sector jobs and self
employment? The Kerala society should improve the perspective on different
labours and take deliberate concrete steps to change their outlook towards the
job profile in relation social status. The Government should come forward with
legidative and administrative measures in the area of employment enough to
raise the social acceptability of the nongovernmental jobs.

The socia status of the employment for the less educated youth in Kerala
can be enhanced through the installation of organisational mechanism in this
sector. The State Government should make a legidation for the creation of a
State Youth Work Force Organisation (SY WFO) with the available less educated
and less skilled manpower. The youth who have attained the school education up
to the Plus Two level, who are seriously seeking employment opportunities
shall be enrolled as members of the organisation. A society form of autonomous
organisation shall be constituted at the state level with regional offices or district
offices across the State. The organisational structure and working procedure of
State Kudumbasree Mission can be adopted in general with the specific
requirements of the subject for the operational frame of the State Youth Work
Force Organisation. This organisation shall supply manpower required for the
work area designated for the less skilled and the less educated. The major such
work areas are Water shed management, Protection of water bodies, Solid Waste
Treatment and Disposal Mechanism, Environmental Protection, Healthcare
service, Management of Tourism Destination and Products, Dairy and Poultry
Farming, Organic farming, Agro-based industries, Construction industry and other
Service industries. The registrants of the Employment Exchanges with an
educational qualification of Plus Two and SSLC can be delinked from there and
transferred to the list of members of the State Youth Work Force Organisation.
Due to the Government control over the functioning of the State Youth Work
Force Organisation, the member employees will get a feeling of job security
and regularity of income. Thisorganisational structure related to the employment
will certainly enhance their social status as employees and acceptability of the
society in general.

Prof. J Rajan
Chief Editor



WAVESOF PEASANT MIGRATIONAND
ITSIMPACT INIDUKKI DISTRICT -
AHISTORICAL REVIEW

*Dibu Avirachan

Abstract

This paper outlines the history of settlement due to migration and its impact in
Idukki district, Kerala. The relationship between ethnic and religious communities
has greatly influenced migration, forest encroachment and conflict over land control
inthisarea. A broad historical overview of this relationship is essential to understanding
the causes of migration and its impact in Idukki district. The history presented here
focuses on the patterns of settlement and the factors underlying migration at different
times and by different groups. It also focuses on the Social, Economic, Cultural and
Ecological impact of migration on land and people in this area. A brief historical
overview of migration is presented first. Subsequent sections focus on the Waves of
migration and its impact on society in post independence period of this study area.

Keywords: Pleasant, Migration, Population, Merchant, Colonialism, Plantation, Depression,
Reclamation, Estate.
Introduction

Some of the most acute socia problems of the world today are associated with
migration. Migration has been aconstant factor in the history of mankind. Migrationis

* Research Scholar, Kerala University Library, Thiruvananthapuram
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6 Waves of Peasant Migration and its Impact in.....

ma or demographic processthat hasanintegral and salient feature of human history since
timeimmemorial. 1t hasbeen animportant meansby which human civilization has spread
out, enriching cultures, disseminating ideasand generating social, political and economic
changesat the place of origin and destination.*

K eralahasbecomethemost socialy devel oped statein India. Human development
report 2002 of Indiatestifieswith an HDI value of 0.638. Keralitesarebetter educated,
healthier, live longer and have high quality of life. However severe unemployment
and poverty continuesunabated asaserious problem of thestate. Thishas,inaway ledto
an exodus of Keralites to other states especially to other countries which has huge
man power requirementsat attractivewagelevels’. Themain objectivesof thisstudy to
analyseahistorical background of peasant migration anditsimpact in Idukki district of
Kerala

Keraladuring the colonial period wasdividedintotwo princely state of Travancore
and Cochinand Ma abar whichwasunder British rulewaspart of the madraspresidency?.
ColonidisminKeraaresultedin political domination, cultural imposition and economic
exploitation. Under the colonid economy land becameacommodity and thetransformation
of land and labour has visible effects on the society. The migration of farmers in
Keraafirst took placein Travancoreregions. Migration of peasants has been aunique
phenomenoninwhich astreamsof peasantsmoved from Travancorein search of cultivable
waste lands mainly for the purpose of extending cash crop cultivationin Malabar. The
migration of peasant which started around the 1920s had cometo an end by the 1970s,
when practically theentireareaof cultivablewastelandswas occupied by peasant farmers
from Travancore!. The majority of farmers moved to Peermedu, Thodupuzha,
Udumbancholaand Devikulam taluk in Idukki district were plenty of forest landssuitable
for cultivationwereavailable®.

The phenomenal increasein export earnings from cash crops provided the much
needed incentivesto farmersfor extending cultivation especidly of hill producelikeginger,
lemongrass, turmeric etc. It prompted peasantsto migrate to areas where waste lands
suitablefor rising annual cropswhereavailableb. Itisreported for instance, that anumber
of farmersfrom Kuravilangadu in Meenachil Taluk migrated during the 1920sasin search
of land suitablefor ginger cultivation. Thissearch for new land resulted in the beginning of
migration towardshigh ranges, especidly in ldukki district’.

Objectives of the Study

Themain objectivesof the study areto analysethe historical background of peasant
migration anditsimpact inthe ldukki district of Kerala.
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Dibu Avirachan 7

M ethodology

Themethodol ogy followed isqualitative and analytical in nature, making use of the
unpublished primary sources, hitherto unexplored, dong with the published primary sources,
newspapersand journasand other secondary sourcesavailable.

Hypothesis of the Study
Thefollowing hypothesesare proposed for testing in thisstudy.

1. Migrationintermsof duration of stay |dukki district has positive and negativeimpact
onthe people of that area.

2. Government policy played adecisiverolefor promoting migration processin | dukki
district of Keraa.

3. Originof plantation dueto commercialization of agricultureresulted deforestation
anditlead to ecological imbalanceinthestudy area.

Historical Profile of the District

| dukki wasformed on 26" January 1972 as per Government Notification N0:54131/
c2/72/RD dated 24" January 1972. Thedistrict consistsof Devikulam Udumbanchola
and Peermedu Taluksof the erstwhile K ottayam district and Thodupuzhatal uk (excluding
two villagesManjalor and Karikodu) of the erstwhile Ernakulum Digtrict®. Thedigtrict’s
name | dukki issupposed to be derived from the Maayaamword * Idukki’ which meansa
narrow George®. Periyar whichisoneof thelargest riversof Kerdaflowing through | dukki
Georgeformed between thetwo high massiverockscaled“ Kuravan” and* Kurathi “isthe
steof thegigantic Idukki arch dam. We havevery littleauthentic knowledgewhich throws
lightintotheancient history of Idukki district™.

However higtoriansbelievethat Kuzhumoor, thecapital of Cherakingsof the Sangham
age, isthe Kumily in Peermedu Taluk. Itisassumed that some portionsof Meenachil Taluk
and thewhole of high rangewereincluded in the Thanthuzhinadu under the K ulasekhara
Empire. (AD 800-1102) for sometime these region were under the region of the
Thekkumkoor Kingdom™. It was proved the Vennimala one of the capital of the
Thekkumkoor Rajas, was in Idukki District. Poonjar Kingdom was established by
ManavikramaK ulasekharaPeruma . Manavikramabrought Meenachil Taluk andthehigh
rangesunder hisrulefrom the Thekkumkoor Raja. Thus major of Idukki district came
under therule of Poonjar Rgja'?.

Background of Peasant Migration in ldukki

Themigrationin Keralamainly occurred in the period between 1920 and 1960. But
themigration of peasantsto Idukki wasactually begun from 1940 onwards®. Therewere
many factorscontributing thismigration processin | dukki district. During the period of the

Review of Social Sciences



8 Waves of Peasant Migration and its Impact in.....

worldwars, population growth and lack of cropsaffected the poor peasantsof Travancore;
with the opening up of theuplandsthese peasants sought new land for cultivationin I dukki4.,

The push factorsthat were responsiblefor pushing the people of Travancorewere
scarcity of land and labour. The peoplewho migrated to the high rangesof Idukki had first
to clear thedenseforest areasand then started cultivationin that areas™. Other important
factors were the increasing population of the peasants which led to poverty and
unemployment asaresult of lack of opportunitiesto grow?®. Populationincreaseledto
increased pressure on land and peoplewent in search of landsinwhich Idukki district has
plenty insuchtypeof forest wastelands. The physica and economic condition of Travancore
wasmorefavorableto growth of population than those obtaining in other partsof India’.

Reasons for Migration

In 1930s adding to the woes of people, the depression gripped the economy of
Kerda Afdlinfood pricescombined withinflation brokethe back of the peasants. Even
the priceof the cash cropslike pepper and other spicestook adownturn. Fall inagricultural
prices, agricultural indebtedness, severe unemployment, famine, nutritional diseaseetc,
becometheorder of theday®®. The pressureof population, along with commercialization
of agriculture becameimportant causesof migration.

Growth of Population

Thebirthratein Travancorewas high ascompared to other regionsand thefertility of
soil wasoneof theimportant factorsthat helpedin theincrease of population®. A highrate
of population in Travancore lead to poverty and the poor peasants cleared the dense
forest landsand started cultivationin different partsof Idukki. But amost al the newly
cleared forest |and was devel oped as plantation with commercia crops. British East India
company started plantation industriesin theselandsand they cultivated coffee, tea, pepper
and rubber®.

Government Policies

Another important factor contributing large scale people migration wasthe various
acts passed by Travancore government?. 1n 1865 Travancore Government passed patta
proclamation Act (statewise) which providestheright of ownershipinland tofarmersand
they began to buy and sdll their land for agricultura practices. 1n 1883, through Revenue
Settlement Act, Farmersgot theright to cultivate any cropintheir agricultural landsand
government banned state interferencein their practice. Asaresult food cropssuch as
tapioca, paddy and various cash crops such as ginger, turmeric, pepper, theruvawere
cultivated inthislands®. Thusthe migrantsof theseareasacquired 2000 acresof landin
different partsof Idukki district through thisact.

Vol. XVII1 No. 2 e July - December 2017
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Great Depression and Grow more Food Campaign

The great depression of 1930 affected the life of people all over theworld. The
people’s government in Travancore under the chairmanship of Sri Ikkanda Variyar
implemented Grow More Food Campaignin 1949, facilitated theavail ability of plentiful
forest land in many partsof 1dukki and the people of low region of Travancore such as
Meenachil, K ottayam, Thodupuzha, Palaand Kanjirappalli etc migrated to thisregion
wereland wasvacant?. Mgjority of the migrantsbelong to Christian community. Thus
many placesin Idukki district werefulfilled with Christian popul ation®.

High range Reclamation Scheme

Peasant movement in different partsof 1dukki wasalso accelerated by Government
encouragement and col onization scheme. Because of thelarge scalemigration from Tamil
Nadu, most of the region in Devikulam, Peermedu and Udumbanchola Taluks were
influenced by Tamil population®. Soinorder toreducethis Tamil influenceinthisregion,
thethen chief minister of Thirukochi Sri Pattom Thanu Pillal began to construct coloniesfor
Malayalis under High range Colonisation Scheme in Udumbanchola, Peermedu and
Devikulam regions (GOA 7171/54/PD dated 01/10/1954) and encouraged migration
processin ldukki district.

Areas of Migration

Large scalemigration of peasantsfrom central Travancoreregionsmainly locatedin
thelow and high rangesin Idukki district. Themain areasof migrationinlow regionsof
[dukki digtrict are Thokupara Anechd, Kunjithanny, Ellakkallu, Bysonvaley, Josgiri, Ve lathoova,
Pottanikadu, M uttukadu and Anavaratty. Themigrant of these placesmainly camefrom
Meenachil, Moovattupuzha, Thodupuzha, K othamanga am, Cherthalaand Harippadu?.

Kokkayar, Peruvanthanam and Upputharaconsidered asthe gateway of High range.
They arethe placesinwhich migrationtook placefirgtly and had along cultura history. All
these places collectively known asKuttickal regionsand it belong to Pandalam Ruling
Dynasty®. The peasant farmersof these places camefrom Chengannur, Pandaam, Viykom
and Thalayolaparambu asplantation labourers.

Nedumkandom, Udumbanchola, Kattapana, Vellayamkudi and Thovalaare other
important placesin which migration located from Thodupuzha. 16 familiescamefrom
Thodupuzhaand 12 familiescamefrom Manimalai. 1n 1950 government allotted 3000
acresof land through 600 dlotmentsto themigrantsof Ve layamkudy®. Thismigration of
new pessant farmers made significant influenceon thelife of nativesinthesearess.

Changes as a Result of Migration (impacts)

Peasant migration from centra Travancoreand Tamil Nadu madesignificant influence
inthesocid, cultural, economic, ecologica and political fieldsin Idukki district.

Review of Social Sciences



10 Waves of Peasant Migration and its Impact in.....

Social Impact

During the period of 1940 onwardsthe peasant movement from Travancoreregions
resulted inthegrowth of populationin Idukki district. Beforethe migration takeplace, the
thick forest land wasinhabited by tribdsand Adivass. Maayapulayas, Mannan, Muthuvan,
Maa Arayan, Ulladan, Urali, Parayas, Pulayasand so many tribalslivingintheforest
areasand collected forest resourcesfor t heir livelihood®. Theseaboriginalspossessed so
many customsand practicesrelated totheir religions. But thearriving of new migrant
community, thesetribal swere displaced. Thiswasanimportant socia impact of peasant
movement.

Cultural and religious impact

The Syrian Christian community from centra Travancoreregionssuch asMeenachil,
Pala, Kottayam located in many parts of Udumbancholaand Thodupuzhata uk®. Thus
thenew villagesformed under Christian community and they controlled andinfluenced the
socid and culturd lifeof nonmigrantsinthat area. Christian missionariesestablished many
churchesand sarted to convert many Hindusto Chrigtianrdligion. Largenumber of Parayas
and Pulayaswere converted and they becamethedavesinthelandsof Christian migrants,
popularity called as Kudikidappukar®. The church run by the missionariesplayed an
important roleinthe socia and cultura lifeof non migrants.

Impact on land use (Ecological impact)

Largeportion of forest land wascleared for agricultura practices, andthisresultedin
thetransformation of plentiful wastelandsinto agricultural land®. Forest wasalso cleared
for Road construction, construction for Hydro electric projects, establishment of churches
and educational ingtitutions. Pallivasal project also resulted in deforestation and large
scalemigration of peasantsas construction workers®. They settled near the project areas
and cleared forest for agricultural purpose. Thusinshort, the beginning of plantation and
peasant migration resulted in road construction for transportation, building construction,
bridge congtruction, cand congtructionfor irrigation purposeetc. . .for flourishing plantation
economy. Thusnatura hill dopeswereconverted asTeaplantationandit resulted in heavy
deforestation. Animportant result of the encl osure of wastelandsand throwing them open
for purposeof cultivation of plantation cropswastherapidincreasein population. Thisis
turn had severe consequencesfor the ecol ogical balance of thisregion®.

Conclusion

The study revealed the fact that many Panchayats in Idukki district have high
concentration of peasant farmersfrom central Travancoreregionsdueto migration. In
case of Udumbancholataluk, most of themigrantsbel onged to Christianswhoweremainly
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Dibu Avirachan 11

camefrom central Travancoreregions, and in case of Devikulam and Peermedu, Mg ority
of themigrantsbelong to Tamilians, who were mainly camefrom different partsof Tamil
Nadu asplantation labourers. Thispopulation shift was caused by several economic and
political forces. Grow morefood plan, population growthin Travancore, great depression
duetoworldwars, governmental policiesetc acted ascataystsinthe migration processin
Idukki digtrict. Thestudy aso reved ed that peasant moverment made significant influences
inthesocial, cultural, economic, ecological and political fieldsin Idukki district. Large
portion of forest land cleared for agricultural practices, Hydro e ectric projects, Road
construction, construction of damsetc created deforestation and it adversely affected the
ecologicdl fieldsin |dukki digtrict.
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ASTUDY ON CHANGING CONSUMER BEHAVIOURIN
ORGANIZED RETAILING SECTORININDIA

*J. Rajan **Aswathy. R

Abstract

Indian retail sector iswitnessing rapid growth and seeking new heights. Favourable
changes in the demographics of Indian consumers, impact of global developments,
policy liberalization by the government and other socio economic developments have
contributed to the growth. The sector is highly fragmented and comprises both
organized and unorganized retailers. Even though the unorganized retailers enjoy a
lion's share of the present retail sector of India, the rate of growth of organized retailers
are surprising. The transition brings opportunities and challenges to the retailers. The
sophisticated Indian consumers are more demanding and their service expectations
are high. Hence, understanding and acting upon changing consumer trend is vital for
the modern retailers to enjoy a competitive advantage. So, in this article an attempt
has been made to highlight the changing consumer behaviour in the organized retailing
sector in India

Keywor ds: Organized Retailing, Consumer Behaviour, Organisational Challenges, Holistic Theory, Entertainment
Market

I ntroduction

Adoption of a zero level distribution strategy helps the producer to reduce his
distribution cost and may help saving histime and effort in managing channel system.

* Former Professor & Dean, Faculty of Management Studies, University of Kerala
**  Research Scholar, IMK, University of Kerala, Kariavattom
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However, in spite of thisfact, today producersare heavily associated with middlemenfor
thedistribution of their products. Onereason for this could be direct marketing strategy
may not be viablefor the producer especially when the market to be servedislargeand
diverse. Aretailer sellsthe goodsand servicesdirectly to the end consumer and whereby
connectsthe producer and the end user. Apartment from bridging the gap between the
producer and the end consumer, aretailer adds valueto the entire businesstransaction
process by performing many creativerolesthan just selling. Theword retail isderived
fromthe Frenchword ‘retaillier’, which means‘ to cut apiece off’ or to ‘ break bulk’. A
retaller isaperson, agent, agency, company or organizationwhichisinstrumentd inreaching
the goods, merchandise, or servicesto the ultimate consumer. (Chethan Bajgj, 2007).
Retallingisthefind stageinachannd of distribution, which encompassesdl of thebusness
and peopleinvolved in the physical movement and transfer of ownership of goodsand
servicesfrom producer to consumer. Theroleof retiling isnot just limited asan economic
activity, rather itisclosely interactswith thelife of individualsin asociety. It affectsand
being affected by theway peoplelivesin asociety. Hence, the sophisticated and powerful
consumer of Indiaissignificant for theretailing industry. According to arecent survey
conducted by Price Water Coopers, it isstated that about 51% of theretailerswho were
interviewed have agreed that creeting differentiationisthebiggest challengethey facetoday.
Undergtanding thedynamism operating in theretail sector and being proactiveto customer
demandsareessentid.

Retail Sector in India at a Glance

Asper thereport of Earnest& Young and Retailer Association of India(2014), India
Isamong top ten retail marketsin theworld and was among the largest employersinthe
country. In 2013, the Indian retail sector wasestimated at US$ 520 billion and by 2018it
isexpected to grow at CAGR of 13% and reach asize of US$950 hillion. Theretail sector
inIndiaispredominantly scattered and consist of many small, owner manned independent
shops. Around 12 millionretail shopsare present in the country and new comersarebeing
addedtothislist onadaily basis. Retail sector inIndiaiswitnessing atrangtion phaseand
Isemerging asoneof themagjor pillarsof Indian economy. Globalization coupled with
liberal trade policies have contributed to the growth of modernretail practicesand trends
(Basu, 2013). The pace of development is gaining momentum and this shift could be
attributed to factorslike favorabl e changesin the demographics of Indian consumers,
changesin socio economic environment, urbani zation, globalization impact etc. Increasing
number of doubleincomehouseholds, Increasein disposable income, increasing number
of nuclear families, increased education level, occupation status, increasing number of
women employees, changeinlifestyleetc are someof thedriving force behind thisgrowth.
The contribution of the sector to countries GDPisestimated around 14-15%. Asper AT
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Kearney Globd Retall Development Index (GRDI) 2015, totd retail sdlesinindiaamounts
to $925 billion. Retail sector in Indiaisjust behind the agricultural sector in terms of
employment generation. The sector provides employment to around 40 million Indians
and which comesaround 3.3% of thetotal population. Indianretall industry isprojectedto
increaseto $1 trillion by 2020 and retail market isexpected to grow by 12%intunewith
past trends (BCG Report, Retall Leadership Summit, 2015).

Organized and Unorganized Retailing

Indian retail sector comprises both organized and unorganized retailing, where
unorganized sector dominatesthe organi zed at present. The organized retailing revol ution
inIndiaisfast and expected to increasefrom 7.5%in 2013 to 10% by 2018 at aCAGR
of 19-20% during the same period (E& Y report 2014).

Organized retailing is being carried out by licensed retailers and they have also
registered for salestax, incometax etc. The modern retail formats like supermarkets,
malls, hypermarkets, discount stores, speciaty shopsare bel onging to the organized retall
segment. Ontheother hand, unorganized sector includesthetraditiona smal retailer shops
located near residentia areasand thesetypesof storeare mostly owner mannedin nature.
Payersin unorganized retailing do not have any uniformity intheir way of conduct of
businessand lack professionalism than that of modernretailers.

Research Problem

Theretail sector inIndiaisgrowing fast with noticeable shift towardsorganizedretailing
(E&Y report 2014). Theintroduction of new retailing formatsare giving new look tothe
sector. Indian consumersare on an evolutionary stage and their service expectationsare
ontherise(FICCI retail committeereport 2012). Changing consumer behaviour isbeing
considered asthe single biggest change agent that forces modificationsin the existing
operating model s adopted by theretail ers across categories (Price water cooper, 2015).
A revigttotheexisting body of knowledge dealing with consumer behaviour especialy in
the organized retailing sector issignificant inthe context of changing consumer behaviour in
the present Indian retail scenario. Inthiscontext, itisimperativeto conduct adetailed
analysisof exigting literatures on consumer behaviour on organized retail sector and draw
conclusions based on study findings and contribute to the existing theory of consumer
behaviour.

Objectives of the Sudy

1. Toidentify thenew trendsinthe consumer behaviour inthe organized retailing sector
inlndia
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2. To frame aholistic theory on the Consumer Behavior Pattern in the Organised
Retail.

M ethodology

Present study isconceptua innature. Thefindingsfurnished herearebased onresults
of variousresearchesconductedin theareaof consumer behaviour intheorganizedretailing
sector. The datarequired for the study has been collected from books, published articles
innational andinternational journas, webstes, and research reports published by various
research agencies. Hence, only secondary data has been used for the purpose of the

study.

Review of Literature

(Subha& Gunasekharan, 2015) Organized retailingin Indiaisgrowing and the study
showsthat the key factorswhich affects customers choice of organized retail outletsand
the changing buying behaviour arelow price, physical appearance, good layout and design
of thestore, parking facilities, closer proximity, prompt check out services, better visibility
of theitemto select, promotional schemes, good customer serviceand storeloyalty.

(Mishra, Parul, & Kushendra, 2015) Thequdity of amospheric maintained by retailers
vary, nevertheless, most of theretailersensurereasonably well atmosphericinther store.
The study proposesthat atmospheric of the store very much influencesthe customer’s
decisionto purchasefrom astore. Thequality of interior and exterior environment has
significant impact on the customers store selection decision. Thus, the study concludes
that, thereexist aperfectly positive correlation between store atmospheric and consumer
purchase decision of the store.

(Moideen & M, 2016) Thestudy showsthat the key factorsinfluencing the purchases
inorganizedretail outletsare quality, affordability and availability of al itemsunder one
roof. Customersfound to bemoreenthusiastic to purchase groceriesfollowed by apparels,
fruitsand vegetablesand other items. Mg ority of the customersin organized retail outlets
arefemaes(65%).

(Samal, Ajatha, Lakshmi Narayana, & Nagargjarao, 2013) Study revealsthat there
exist no considerabledifferencein the preference of customerstowards organized and
unorganized retail shopping, but arelatively good percentage of customersare not sure
about their preferencein shopping. Most of the customerstend to purchasetherequired
grocery fromlocd kiranashops. A mgor proportion of thecustomersvisit malsfortnightly,
nevertheess, weekly vistsaread so high. Customersvist malsfor shopping, entertainment
and window shopping. Customersare found to be more satisfied with the price charged
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by malsthan the unorganized retail ers. Most of the customersfind best shopping dealsin
malls. It isevident from the study that organized retailing has increases the spending
made by the consumers. Thus, unorganized retail ershave been negatively affected interms
of volume of business and profit by the growth of organized retailing. Since Indiaisa
latecomer to the organized retailing scenario, theimagesare not so vivid to predict the
futuredirections.

(Katole& Sangvikar, 2012) The study made an attempt to understand the underlying
reasonsfor vigiting retail outlets, typesof retail formatsvisited by the customersfor their
purchaseand consumer spending pattern. Theresult showsthat price discount offered by
theretailer isthe primary factor which attractsthe customer to ashop followed by variety
of products and convenience. Based on the above parameters shoppers prefer to visit
mainly department stores. Consumers are found to spend more towards garmentsand
cosmetics, followed by food and eatables and el ectronic goods. Consumer purchase
behaviour varieswith individua salesman gpproach and sdesmen playssignificant rolein
influencing consumer purchasedecison. Thestudy establishesapostivecorreation between
customer purchase behaviour and priceand availability of the product. In contrast, there
existsanegative correlation with poor quality of the product. Thestudy exhibitsthat store
layout isinsignificant on the purchase behaviour of the consumers.

(Kameshvari, R, & Bariya, 2012) The study examined the consumer behaviour of
peoplewho shop at organized and unorganized retail outlets. The study made an attempt
to establish an associ ati on between preferencefor organized and unorganized retail outlets
and variousdemographic factors. It isreveal ed that various demographic factorssuch as
gender, age, educetion, occupation andincomeare positively associated with overall retailer
perception of the customer. The underlying factors have morefavored organized retail
outletsthan unorganized retail outlets. Mg ority of the customers spend moremoney in
organized retail outlets, even though their spending is high in unorganized outletsfor
purchasing stapleitems. Highincomegroup prefer organized retail outletsthan unorganized.
Most of the customers make planned visitsto organized retail outletsand majority of the
people arein favour of opening more organized retail outletsintheir place. Customers
preferred organized retail out letsfor wider product range, one stop shopping, multiple
brand availability, deep assortment and parking facility.

(Rgan & Purushothaman, 2014) Conducted astudy to identify thefactorsthat attract
thecustomerstowardsorganizedretail outletsin Keralaand to andysetheleve of consumer
satisfaction with respect to thevarious servicequaity dimensions. There ationship between
various demographic factorssuch as, age, sex, education, monthly income, family size,
monthly purchaseandthelevd of satisfaction regarding thequdity of servicetothecustomers
isstatisticaly anayseswith the help of hypothesistesting. Theanaysisresultsshow that dl
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demographic variables except monthly income and average purchase per monthisnot
significant. But themonthly income and average purchaseissignificantly associated with
the customer satisfaction on servicequality. So, itisconcluded that the satisfaction derived
by the customersonthe quality of service offered by theretailersdepends on the monthly
income and average monthly purchase of the customer. The study also revealsthat, there
exigsadggnificant associ ation between monthly income and average monthly purchase of
the customer from organized retail outlets. Ingenera, customersof organized retail outlets
aresatisfied with the various services offered by theretailersand thissatisfaction largely
dependson their monthly income and average purchase per month.

Discussion and Inferences

Various studiescarried out inthe areaof organized retailing in Indiaand consumer
behaviour show that atrend shift hasbeen observed in the shopping behaviour of Indian
consumersand which can bewell understood from theinterest shown by thethemto shop
frommodern retail formats such asmalls, supermarkets, hypermarkets, sociality shops,
discount stores etc. Gone are those days, where the shopping activities of the people
confined mainly to the nearby kirana shopsand other owner managed retail shopsfor
purchasi hg convenience and staple goods. But, today with the emergence of organized
retailing and new retailing formats, consumer preferences have been changed towards
modern storeformats. Customer expectationsare on theriseand whichinturnrequires
themodernretailersto offer moreval ueadded servicesto keep them satisfied or delighted.

Based onthereview of literatures, thefollowing inferences have been madewith
respect to the changing trendsin the consumer behaviour in organized retailing sector;

Sorelabd Merchandise: Thebrandsowned by theretailers otherwise known asprivate
label brandsare gaining more popularity thesedays. Thereisanincreased tendency among
modern consumersto purchase storelabel merchandise. Thistrend isvery much popular
infashion merchandise. In Indiamany retailers have taken effortsto launch their own
private labelsto compete with the manufacturer brands. Privatelabel strategy will bea
leading Strategy of retailersin Indiaand expected to grow higher from current share of 6%
asagainst 19% and 39%in USand UK, respectively (KPMG report 2014).

Planned Shopping: Theshopping behaviour exhibited by modern cusomersiswell planned
and they quiteclear about the shop to visit and the merchandiseto purchase. They seemto
beto beinfavour of opening more organized retail shops. Nevertheless, thereare study
resultswhich showsthat thereexist consderable differencein the preference of customers
towardsorganized and unorganized retail shops, and reasonably good percentage of people
areconfused intheir preference.
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I ncreased Spending: Organized retailing hasincreased spending made by the consumers.
Asaresult, unorgani zed retailershave negatively affected intermsof volume of business
and profit. The satisfaction of customersintheorganized retail outletsdependslargely on
their monthly incomeand average purchase per month. Highincomegroup prefer organized
retail outletsthan unorganized for shopping. However, they spend morein unorganized
outletsfor stapleitem . SinceIndiabeing alate comer to the organized retail expansion, the
pictureisnot vivid enoughto predict thefuture.

I ncreased Role of SalesM an: Studies showsthat therole played by retail salespeople
issignificant in closing sales. Consumers are significantly influenced by the product
knowledge, communication, courtesy and the customized sales approach adopted by
individual salesman. The stage of interaction between the service personnd and customer,
otherwiseknown as Service Encounter stageisthe coreof service experience. Consumer
purchasevarieswithindividua saesman gpproach and heavily influenced by theknowledge
and courtesy of the salespeople.

Varying Shopping Intentions: Itisreally interesting to seethat, modern shoppersvisit
shopping mallsfor distinct purposes. Their shoppingintentionsvary from mere shopping to
entertainment and some for window shopping aswell. A Price discount offered by the
organized retailersis akey factor which attracts shoppers mainly to the modern retail
outlets.

I ncreased Number of Lady Shopper s: Number of women shoppersare ontheriseand
their participationlevel isvery highin shopping activities. Increasing number of womenin
emploment, women as co decisionmaker in families, empowerment initiatesfor women
areconsidred some of thekey factorsthat have contributed to this phenomenon.

Conclusion

Theretail development in Indiaimposesan array of opportunitiesand challengesto
theretailers. Organized retailing isin itsinfant stage and players need to outsmart the
competitorsto regp the best fruits. Even though unorganized retail sector isdominantinthe
country, the Indian consumersare found to be enthusiasticin purchasing from organized
retailers. The shopping intentions of consumers are heterogeneous and they arefound to
be more extravagant in organized retail sector. Consumers have become sophiticated and
their retail service expectationsare changing. The new trends observed in the context of
organized retail sector can beattributed to changing internal and external environment of
the consumer. Thus, understanding consumer behaviour isnot aonetimeactivity, rather it
should beacontinuouseffort for the marketers.
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COLONIAL REMINISCENCES:
LIFEINTHE CLOSED PLANTATIONSOFKERALA

*Bijikumary. P

Abstract

The Renaissance and the geographical discoveries played an important role in
moulding the history of the Modern World. Landing of Vascoda Gama in 1498 at
Kappad near Kozhikode inaugurated a new epoch in the history of the trade relations
between the East and the West. Various European nations established their colonies in
different parts of India. Kerala attracted the attention of these traders because of the
availability of the spices. Later they opened plantations of Cinnamon, Cardamom,
Coffee, Tea and Rubber in the deep forests. The plantation industry plays a dominant
role in the economic development of the nation. Kerala is the world leader in the
production of tea and rubber. The cultivation of these crops is highly labor intensive
farming activity. But large segment of the population engaged in this sector are poor.
They work long hours, but the fears of losing their jobs make them tolerate all the
hardships that are involved. They are often put under pressure and forced to receive
offensive remarks. Protest from workers often caused the closed down of many
plantations.

Keywords: Spices, Colonies, Exploitation, Plantation, Poverty, Morbidity, Misery, Environment.

* Assistant Professor of History, Government College, Nedumangad.
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Introduction

Sixty yearshave elapsed sincethebirth of Keralaasastate. Itishightimethat we
havereviewed the Kerdamodd devel opment. Thestatefacesal ot of challenges. Most of
thevillages suffer from poverty and financial inequalities, thefundamental inequalitiesin
livelihood security- the basi ¢ necessities- paveway for impoverishment among therura
populations. Researches provethefact that the distribution of income among households
inrural areasasthe most marginal in the country and the most vulnerableto livelihood
security. Theincidence of poverty inrura areaisdirectly related to the preval ence of
unemployment onalargescale. Mgjority of therural population islandlessand depends
onagricultureand livestock management. The profitability of rura margind farmingisquite
uncertain. Further, theenvironmenta effectsof deforestation and declining land productivity
havean adverse effect onrural community.

Objectives

Themain objectiveof the study isto focusattention on the patheticlife of theworkers
inthe closed plantation of BonAccord in Thiruvananthapuram district. It isone of the
earliest plantationsopened by the Europeans. When the management abandoned in 2000AD
many familieslost their livelihood and sank into theguagmire of poverty. Asthe plantations
arestuated intheremoteareas, it will further add hardshipstotheir life.

M ethodology

The present study isbased on the primary information collected from theworkers of
theclosed plantation of BonAccord. Informd interview with theworkershasbeen conducted
in2016.Andytica and descriptive method has al so been used.

Livelihood security depends on anumber of activities and strategies for income
generation. It should be sustainable both socialy and environmentaly. Itisenvironmentally
sustainablewhen it maintainsor enhancestheloca and globa assetsonwhichlivelihoods
depend. Socialy it becomes valuable when it cope with and recovers from stressand
providesfor future generations. Environment degradation, anatural calamity, externa
interventionsof land mafiaand massive exploitationsover theyearshasimpoverished the
rural communities. At thisjuncture, itisnot only relevant, but aso rewardingto review the
present condition of theworkersin the plantation sector. It hasalong history sincethe
advent of the Europeans. Tea, Coffee, Rubber and Cardamom plantations arethefirst
agri-businessinitiationsinaugurated by the Europeansin Kerala.

Ponmudi, Merchinston, Bracmore and BonA ccord estates were established by the
Britishinthemid-1870s' carrying favour fromthekingsof Travancore. The pacifist policy
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followed by therulersfrom MarthandavVarma, the Maker of Modern Travancore, resulted
inthesurrender of internal security of theland to the British. Thetreaty of 1723 between
the British and MarthandaVarma, then Yuvarajaof Neyyattinkara, wasthefirst treaty
negotiated by English East IndiaCompany with an Indian State.2 Thetresty of 1795further
strengthened the British hegemony over Travancore. It had culminated in the establishment
of theoffice of theResident in 1800A.D and Travancore earned thetitle of the Protective
State. In 1805 it gavethe Governor Genera in Council, theright to assumeofficebeinga
part of the state under the direct management of the company and to ensure aregular
payment of subsidy. All the successive British Residentsbegan to pressurize thekingsand
brought severa hectaresof forest land under their control .2Even the Resident recommended
to grant temporary financial assistance from the Government to Mr.Meed, aplanter in
South India.*

Making useof thegovernmental policy of opening up new areasof cultivation, many
companiescameforwardto establishtheir plantations. The Travancore Government issued
proclamationsfor land grantsand appointment of officersto encourage the cultivation of
plantation crops. By the Roya Proclamation of 999M.E, aspecid concessonwasgranted
for thecultivation of Coffeeand Cinnamon.®

Huzur Order of 1013 ME declared the appointment of aspecial staff to encourage
the cultivation of coffe.® Teacultivation became popular in Travancoreasan dternativeto
coffee. Accordingly, KannanDevan Hills Producers, the earliest onein Keralaacquired
over 100,000 acresof land for their teaplantation. However 39,000 acreswas devel oped
by them. For this they had to pay annually only around 30,000 rupeesin 1945. The
remaining land under leasewas not assessed at all.” Therewasadirect colonia interest
behind the policy of favouring plantations. M ore than 200,000 acres of forest land was
brought under cultivation. Themain reason behind such ahigh growthrateof plantationin
Travancorewasthat land wasmore suitablein termsof soil condition and elevation.

The Travancore Government encouraged the cultivation of plantation cropsrather
than food crops. Thewages of theagricultura |aborersrose during the period. Hencethe
wage cost had gone up. Inthe case of plantation cropstherisein the wage cost was not
felt because of their favourable pricesbut inthe case of paddy, theriseinwagesadversaly
affected the net returnto the cultivator.® It ismore profitable and certainly requiresvery
much less|abor to grow coconut, pepper or arecanut than rice.® Oncethe state was self-
sufficient infood production, exported the surplus but by 1869 began to import paddy
from neighbouring areas.’

Theecological impact of theexpansion of the plantation cultivationisso severethat
Keraafacesthe bad effectsof climatic changes. Shortage of monsoon leadsto draught by
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November-December 2016. Thiskind of irregular climate phenomenonisnot seeninthe
country for thelast hundred years. Even the British officerscriticized the unscientific
deforestation. Sometimesthe application for land grantsturned down by the British forest
officers, pointed out that it would adversaly affect theforest in respectiveareas, Plantations
oftenvery profitable but they should not beregarded merely asobjectsfor investment.™ In
1904, anumber of applications both from British and the nativesfor land grantsled the
Government to formulate a genera policy and the matter was referred to the Chief
Conservator of Forest Bourdillon. However, some applicationsfor clearing thereserve
forest of Kulathupuzhaand Periyar Rangewere refused by the Chief Forest Conservator
onthegroundthat it would badly affect theenvironment. Thusunlikeother partsof Kerda,
thestuationwasmorefavourablefor thedynamic expanson of cultivableland for plantation
and non-plantation of commercial crops.”?

BonA ccord estateisabout 60kmsaway fromthecity of Trivandrum, inward V11 of
VithuraPanchayat. Tea, Rubber, Pepper etc. werecultivated profitably in the estate spread
over 1397.88 acres.™® It was taken over by the Mahavir Plantations, Bombay in 1977.
From 1998 onwards there occurred several |abor disputes and strikes. Wage was not
disbursedintime. Bonusand festival allowanceswere aso denied. However 20 percent
bonus had been disbursed in the 1990s. But later it was reduced to 8.33 percent. The
company wasclosed down in 2000A.D without paying thearrear salary and other benefits.
Sdariesfor 36 monthswere due at thetime of closure.** Acres of Tea, Rubber and Pepper
were on the brink of ruin mostly owing to the overgrowth of weeds. The management
entrusted contractorsfromtimetotime, but thesetemporary arrangementsended infiasco.
Over aperiod of sixteen years, of the 1500 familieswho inhabited in the 3 divisions of the
estate, only 170 were ableto stay.

Current Social Condition and Healthcare

Asthe company wasclosed down, most of thefamiliesinal the3divisons-BA, GV
and TOP—Ieft for Tamilnadu. The predecessors of most of theworkers migrated to the
plantation and worked herefor four or fivegenerations. Thosewho aretill dwelinginthe
estatesareeither retired or still awaiting their service benefits. The male members seek
casual |abor inthe neighboring areas, women haveresorted to cattle rearing and someare
engaged inlabor guarantee programe.®

However theburden of surviva of thefamilieshasfallen on the shoul dersof women.
Theyounger generation left the place owing to itseconomic and social backwardness.
Adverseclimate, acute poverty and diseaseshaveled to their increasi ng morbidity. Vithura
isthe nearby townwherefacilitieslike Hospital, Bank Educationd institutionsand market
canbeavailed of. Devauation of currency in November 2016 by the Central Government
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adversdly affected the plantation sector asthey had to travel kilometersto reach the Bank
counters. Asthe estate has closed down, theworking of thewell-run estate hospital came
toastandstill. Currently the services of adoctor and anurseare being provided onceina
month. Essential healthcareisa so provided by the Christian church.

Education

Education hasbeen regarded both asan endinitsalf and asameansof redlizing other
desirableends. It devel opsthe personality and rationality of individuals, qualify themto
fulfill certain economic, politica and cultural functionsand thereby improvether economic
status. It has been recognized asamajor instrument which soci eties can useto direct the
processof change and devel opment towardsdesired gods”. It providesfor vertica mobility
and can thereby hel p to equalize status between individual s coming from different socia
srata. Educationthemost powerful weapon to reform the society, the managementsof the
plantationsin Keraapaidlittleattention toimprovetheinfrastructurefacilitiesof theschools.
Primary schoolsand créchewere opened and maintained by the companiesasthe Plantetions
Labor Act paid special attention to it. The primary school started by the company at
BonA ccord was upgraded to UP School and the Government granted special fundsof its
function. Although it had been undertaken by the Government, the number of dropoutsis
ontheincrease, asmost of theyouths|eft their quarters. The Anganwadi also faces such
crises. Studentsreach high school at Vithura, they depend on KSRTC bus, whichisthe
only boonto theinhabitants. Asmany familiesleft for Tamilnadu, afew children got the
benefit of higher education. The Government College, Nedumanagad, 45 kmsaway from
BonAccord provideadl facilitiesfor higher education, but afew avail thisopportunity due
to the hardship of thelong journey.

Lanes/ Quarters

One of the central features of the plantation systemisitsresidential character. In
order to settle the immigrant workers in to plantation work, the planters provided
accommodation for their labor with in the estates. The workers are provided housing
facilitiesaslong asthey work in particular plantations. Ondismissa, resgnation or retirement
fromwork, theworkersandtheir familiescould betheoreticaly evicted fromtheir quarters.
Butin practice, thedescendants are absorbed in the plantations and alowed continued use
of the accommodation. Thisensures uninterrupted, continuous supply of labor. These
immigrant workerswho are uprooted from their ancestral homeland and started working
inan alienland, have not yet settled in essence. Even after long yearsof settlementina
particular region, neither do they own any land nor canthey build ahouse of their own. To
keep this house under occupation, particularly in the event of their parents becoming
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incapacitated or timeexpired worker, the children will and must work. Thusthe plantations
workersarebornin an estate and diein that estate.

BonAccord estate quartersare mainly built in 1950s, most of them had been deserted
and theroofs had crumbled. Onelane having six roomswas allotted to six families. A
veranda, aroom and asmall kitchen were provided to each. Thereisacommontoilet for
al thesix families. Storage tankswere provided for the water drawn from the hilltop.
However, the State Government hasimplemented quiteagood number of welfaremeasures
for theworkers. In September 2016, freeration and welfare pension of Rs.1, 87,000 was
disbursed to 207 beneficiaries. VithuraPanchayat extends special consideration to
BonAccord ward VII having strength of 802 voters. Toilet facility isbeing provided to
each household. Vithura—BonAccord road has al so been renovated. A sum of 2 crore
and 20 lakhshasbeen dl otted for themaintenance of thelanes. Organicfarmingispromoted
through the Kudumbasree units. A specid fund hasbeen disbursed for themarriage of their
daughters, education and for the treatment of the patients suffering from the diseaseslike
cancer.

The Factory

Labor lawisbasicaly asocid policy formulated for thewelfareof thelaboring people.
Theamof thelabor law istolegitimizethe concept of socia respongibility of theentrepreneurs
and regulatetheworking and living conditions of theworkers. Fromitsvery inception, the
teaplantationindustry in Indiahaslargely undermined itsworkersand undervalued their
work. State of extreme deprivation and exploitation has been perpetuated more than
hundred and fifty yearsof colonial rule. There hasalwaysbeen alarge disparity between
theowner and theworker, the profitsand thewages. The Plantations L abor Act envisaged
acomprehensivelabor law which protected thefactory workersfrom long and continuous
hours of work and guaranteed minimum wage. Teafactory inthe Bon A ccord estatewas
functioned on athree shift basisemploying 25-30 workers at atime. When the estatewas
closed for thelast 16 years, factory which provided employment to severa workers, now
inacondition wherethe machinesarerusted, el ectricity disconnected, and thefactory
building isadilapidated state. On thefactory wall aboard can be seen which state that
“Thisproperty isattached by Recovery Office—EPFO Thiruvananthapuram”.

Electrical connectivity wasmadeavailableto thelanesonly in 2015. A Post Officeis
working asasymbol of the Government representation in thisremote area. Most of the
workershavelost their hopeinthere-opening of the company asthe successive contractors
havefailed miserably sinceitsclosurein 2000. The attempt to take over it by theworkers
also ended in failure. Those who had retired during the period from 2000-2016 got no
benefit at al. Many were denied gratuity since 1999. In November 2016 the Labor
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Commissioner, Government of K eralahasregquested the Estate M anagement to prepare
an action planto disbursethe arrear wages, provident fund and gratuity within onemonth.
But till they havenot got justiceand asthe saying goes, “justicedelayedisjusticedenied”.

Globalization and itsdiscontentsare obviousin other plantationsof Kerdaaso. 2015
September witnessed a massive protest by the women labors of the KannanDevan
Plantation of Munnar which attracted national public attention. Penpilai Orumai gave
leadership to thisstrike and after ninedaysof protest, the Government interfered and the
managements put forward some recommendationsfor satisfying their demands. Butin
September 2016, exactly one year after the massive strike the problems are yet to be
solved.

Staging anovel agitation, workers of thelocked down Chembra Estatein Wynad
entered the plantation and plucked the tealeaves demanding the re-opening of the estate
which had been remaining closed for 14 days. Asmany as 250 employeesbelonging to
Joint Action Council took out aMarch to the estatelocated at Erumekolly near M eppadii.
The Joint Action Council also decided to sell thetealeavesto thefactoriesin Tamilnadu.
The estate workers staged Satyagrahain front of the estatefor 10 days. Asmany as320
laborsareworking in the tea estate spread over 800 acres of land.

Ponmudi KulachikkaraM erchinston estate workers also staged astrike on the 3¢
week of November 2016 in order to protest against the expl oitation of the M anagement.
Salary was denied to them for thelast three months. L1C premium and PF amount were
deducted fromtheir salary but not remitted to the respective heads by the M anagement.
Evenin 1986, the Government of Keralainterfered in thelabor disputes of the estate and
appointed acommission under Sri U Mahaba aRao.*® Thusthe entire plantation sector in
Keralawitnesslabor unrest. They have also culminated amilitant trade unionismand the
consequentid shutdown.

Conclusion

European colonization had far reaching consegquencesin our society. Plantations of
Keraaprovided employment opportunitiesfor thousands of poor people. It also acted as
the chief source of earning foreign currency. But we cannot ignore the hardships and
sufferingsof thepoor andilliteratewho dedicated their lifefor generationsinthe plantations.
Adverse climate, inadequate health condition and poor housing facilitiesmaketheir life
more miserable. BonA ccord estate had closed downin 2000 A.D, but the poor workers
aredtill awaiting thedisbursement of their arrear salary and other retirement benefits. They
havefaith inthe Government and they hopethat the systemwhich will act asasavior and
rescuethem fromtheir miseries.
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BHAKTIIN THE BHAGAVATA PURANA
*Radharani. P **Asha Lekshmi A.N

Abstract

Bhakti refers to the common religious devotion that is held in the heart of a devoted
person of any spiritual truth. Bhakti can also refer to a practice of yoga- bhaktiyoga,
a spiritual discipline meant to bring one to a state of pure love of God. In the Bhagavata
creed of bhakti, Bhakti starts with self-surrender, comes to a climax in self-knowledge
and terminates union with God. The Bh&gavata School advocated emancipation among
the masses due to the inferiority complex inherited from Brahmanism and the Brahmanas
superiority over the whole of humanity. Bhadgavata mainly centers on ‘Bhakta,
Bhagavan and Bhakti’, Sri Krishna is equated with God in the Bhadgavata. The
Bha&gavata does not believe in appealing to reason but rather to faith and love, as it
believes that bhakti leads one straight to the goal. Bhadgavata puradna states that
God is fully realized only by devotion and grace and not by Yoga, Dharma,
Svaédhyadya, and Tyadga. Even the worst of sinners are purified by bhakti and a true
devotee (Bhadgavatottama) can even purify the world just as fire purifies gold. The
bhakti yoga in the Bhagavata teaches that the focus of the mind is transformed by
filling the mind with thoughts of God. Bhakti is depicted in the Purana, as both an
overpowering emotion as well as a way of life that is rational and deliberately cultivated.
Bhagavata bhakti is a conglomerate of devotion, detachment and knowledge and is
open to all races and all-embracing.

Keywords. Bhakti, Karma, Jnana, Devotee.
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I ntroduction

Bhakti refersto the common religiousdevotion that isheld in the heart of adevoted
person of any spiritual truth. Bhakti can also refer to apractice of yoga- bhaktiyoga, a
spiritual discipline meant to bring oneto astate of purelove of God. Bhakti isalso used to
refer to atrend with inthe history of Indian spiritudity —thebhakti movement. The bhakti
refersto the perfected state of consciousness— Exclusive and continuousloveof God, the
natural condition of the soul, eternal enlightened bliss. Bhakti isseen by somescholarsas
amovement which brought Hinduism to the masseswithout compromising tradition. Bhaki
isoneof the most sublime human expressionsnot easily attained. True bhakti arisesina
person whoisfilled with the purity of sattva, who isfreefromworldly desiresand whose
soleaimisliberation. In brief, bhakti isto believein God, to love Him, to be devoted to
Himandto enter into Him.

The Bhakti movement hasapretty long history of socia equality and awakening. In
the beginning it was purely apeoplesrdligiousmovement. In bhakti religiousdevotion and
dedication to God was always present, but side by side, it revolted against social evils,
caste system, untouchability and other social barrers. Bhakti cult hasitsdeep root and
origininthe Mohenjodaro and Harappan culture which has added anew chapter to the
history of India. The notion of bhakti appearsin two of thelate Upanishads, Kathaand
Svetasvatara; itismoreexplicitinthevery last verse of thelatter.

The path of bhakti isacommon themein all the mgjor puraGas. Of these, Srimad
Bhagavatam ispopular and it isagrand treatisein bhakti that extol sthe greet virtuesof a
Bhagavata. Many of us have neither the time nor the background to go through these
puraGas and understand vari ous aspects of bhakti. Theideascontainedinthisareeasy to
understand, contemplate on and practicein our daily life. Inthe Bhagavatacreed of bhakti,
Bhakti startswith self-surrender, comesto aclimax in sdf-knowledge and terminatesunion
with God. The Bhagavata School advocated emanci pation among the massesdueto the
inferiority complex inherited from Brahmanism and the Brahmanas superiority over the
wholeof humanity. It had to yield to the power of the consciousnessthat wasnewly made
conscious by Bhagavatism. The Bhagavata School isof opinionthat hewho adores God
without showing hisform of birth, parentage or socia statusistheonly onewholivesin
God and can belooked upon asa God-man. Vasudevaisworshipped in the Bhagavata
Schoal.

M ethodology

Themethodology used to preparethearticleisanaytical and descriptivein nature.
Both primary and secondary dataisused for the study. Secondary dataiscollected from
theexisting studies, organization records, journa sand websites.
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Objectives of the Sudy
Following arethe ma or objectivesof the studly.
1. Toandyzebhakti inBhagavataPurana.
2. Topoint outimportanceof karma, jnA” anain bhakti yoga.
3. Toexaminetwo classof bhakti in Bhagavata Purana.

Bhakti in the Bhagavatapurana

Bhagavatamainly centersaround ‘ Bhakta, Bhagavan and Bhakti’, Sri Krishnais
equated with God in the Bhagavata. The Bhagavatadoesnot believein appealing to reason
but rather tofaith and love, asit believesthat bhakti leadsonestraight tothegod . Different
storiesare described in the Puranasto bring out inillustration the truths of Philosophy,
Religion and Ethicswhich would appeal to the common man but not to be accepted at
face-value. Inorder for God-redization, man should approach through ‘ Bhakti’ sincethis
way of loveisthe easiest and best way to approach God.

Inthe Bhagavata Purana, Gitabhakti reachesitsturning point whenit believesof an
endinitself and lovethat hasno ulterior motive, just likethelovewhich the Gopishavefor
Lord Krishna. Bhakti can befollowed by any one. Thereisno barrier, onecan either bea
saint or asinner, regardlessof casteor creed. The Bhagavata Puranaisthe most important
among the Puranas, whi ch deal swith the phil osophical school of VaisnavaAcharyas. The
Bhagavata which consorts of twelve books, 335 cantos and 18,000 verses has been
inspired by Wasa.

Sri Krishnainthe Bhagavata Puranastatesthat there arethree spiritual disciplinethat
man can obtainfor hisown good—knowledge (jnand), action (karma) and devotion (bhakti).
“The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: My dear Uddhava, because | desire that
human beingsmay achieve perfection, | have presented three paths of advancement—the
path of knowledge, the path of work and the path of devotion. Besdesthesethreethereis
absolutely no other meansof elevation”*. One can obtain real happinessif one progresses
fromthephysica to spiritual action. For hisactionsto be purified, Man must perform his
daily choreswith humanitarianiam, without any persona motivationwith detachment (viraki).
The Bhagavata Purana stresses the need for man not to go after worldly pleasures but
attach himself to God “ A human being who iswise should never desire promotion to
heavenly planetsor residencein hell. Indeed, ahuman being should a so never desire
permanent residence on theearth, for by such absorptionin themateria body onebecomes
foolishly negligent of one' sactud self-interest”.

For the Bhagavata, bhakti issuperior to jndanabecause jndnaand vairagyaarethe
result of bhakti and eventualy jnnaculminatesin bhakti. Bhakti issuperior to redemption
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(mukti) becauseitisGod given. Bhakti issuperior to karma. karmaisbroadly dividedinto
Sakamaand Niskama. Niskamaisactually the action donemainly for the supremewhich
means devotedness to God which purifies the heart and invokes love for God that is
bhakti. Karmabeing ameansto an end whilebhakti isanendinitsaf. Thereforenaturally
bhakti issuperior to karmaand may bethat iswhy the Bhagavata puranahighlightsbhakti.

Bhagavata Puranadoesnot actualy consider the path of action to lead independently
to liberation but assignsit to two other paths. People who have with unfulfilled desires
should follow the path of karmayoga. “ Among thesethree paths, jnA” ana-yoga, the path
of philosophical speculation, isrecommended for thosewho are disgusted with materia
lifeand arethusdetached from ordinary, fruitive activities. Thosewho are not disgusted
withmaterid life, having many desireyet tofulfill, should seek perfection through the path
of karmaryoga® . Thosewho arenot interested in action should follow the path of knowledge
and those who have a reverence to God but are neither connected nor disconnected
shouldfollow the path of devotion. The Bhagavata Puranait statesthat jnénaand bhakti
both their pathsemphasi ze on pure abstraction (nairguGya) and deep feding (man-Gictha)
and culminatesin thesamegoal. “ Philosophical research culminatesin understanding the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. After achieving thisunderstanding, when one becomes
freefromthe materia modesof nature, he attainsthe stage of devotiona service. Either by
devotiona servicedirectly or by philosophica research, onehastofind the samedestination,
whichisthe Supreme Persondity of Godhead”“. Hereknowledge doesnot include ordinary
knowledge but emphasi zes divine knowledge. The mind hasto become asupermind, not
endaved by theworld but aware of the eternal presence of God.

Bhagavatapuranastatesthat Godisfully reaized only by devotion and graceand not
by Yoga, Dharma, Svadhyaya, and Tyaga. Eventheworst of sinnersare purified by bhakti
and atrue devotee (Bhagavatottama) can even purify theworld just asfire purifiesgold.
Thequalitiesof atrue devotee, according to the BhaA” gavataare cal mnessand quietness
and showsgreat regard for al kindsof lifeand looksupon al asequal. The single-minded
devotion of the devotee captures the heart of God and makes Him dependent on his
devotee. Sincethe devoteesarerooted and centered in God, He becomes submissiveto
their will just asatoddler conquersthe heart of its mother. Hencetrue bhakti takesthe
form of unification with God with no form of separation. Thustheglorification and climax
of the bhakti cult of Bhagavatais seen.

Theend can bereached either by knowledge of the Supreme, by love or adoration of
the supremeor by subjecting oneswill tothe Divine. Godisinfact sat, cit, ananda(redlity,
truth and bliss). Thethree phasesof theredlity arelife, light and love. Hencekarma-yoga,
bhakti-yoga and jnéna-yoga, these three systems of yoga (Atma-Parmatmayoga) are
recognized in the Bhagavata, Self perfectionisthe highest goal man wishesto obtain,
where he becomes onewith God by following thethreefold yoga.
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Therearethreetypesof devotees according to the Bhagavata:
Theonewho seesGod inevery being.

Theonewho haslovefor God, friendly towards Godly ones, showskindnesstowards
theimmature and indifferencetowardsonesenemies.

3. TheonewhoworshipsGod and seesHimonly asanidol.

The primary concern of the Bhagavata Puranaistheanaysisof the sovereign path of
bhakti, itsobligationswith other pathsand itsindependencefrom all the pathsto salvation.
Itisdeclared inthe Bhagavata Puranathat thereligion put forward by Krishnaissupreme
and that Krishna' steachings arethe deification of theknowledge we obtained in the past
and what we have obtained at present and what wewill obtain thefuture. “ Evenignorant
living entitiescan very easily cometo know the Supreme L ord if they adopt those means
prescribed by the Supreme L ord Himself. The processrecommended by theLordisto be
known as bhagavata-dharma, or devotional service to the Supreme Personality of
Godhead”>. Krishnabeing endlessand final isagreat God and the object of all bhakti.

An ardent devotion and complete surrender to Lord Vishnu and the avatar Krishna
becomesthe nature of supremereligionin Bhagavatapuranafor attaining God'sgracea
noble and unbroken devotionto Himisnecessary. It issalfless (a-ha tuki) uninterrupted
(a-pratilhatd) devotion (bhakti) to the Lord and it iswhole. Knowledge of thedivineis
actudly devotion and not worldly rambling knowledgebut are freefrom basd essarguments
and theinfluence of the power of thought.

Worship (aradhana) of the supreme person is the supremereligion. If the soul is
conditioned it will make money for Krishnaconsciousnessbut notto plunder money
through uncontrolled senses. The senseslike seeing, smelling, tasting, touching, hearing,
desiring and willing areknown asravagers because they make money to be unnecessarily
spent. Theconditioned soul hasto gratify the sensesand indoing so, all themoney isspent
instead of being spent on the execution of religious principles. Thefundamental source of
al lifeisPurusa. Ardent lovetowards God will help oneto forget selfish feeling of | or
mine. A devotee canworship the Lord either privately, with theinnermost chamber of the
mind or openly, with reve ation and humanrelation. TheBhagavata, amilar to Gita, identifies
both Nirguna (Formless Divine) or Saguna(Divinewith Form) typesof bhakti but when
devotioniscompleted, both bhaktaand God disclosethemselvesasonelife.

In the Bhagavata Purana, Lord Krishnais depicted in books X and XI as more
humane since he acknowledgesall those who camein touchwith Him and dwellsinHis
witnessesastheall-pervasive Purusain the spiritual depth of devotional farvour. Inthe
path of bhakti thereisno outright opposition between the Divineand immediateand oneis
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not excluded from the other but the Divineisexalted and theimmediateisnot forsaken.
The path of devotion leadsman to God. Since Krishnaisboth pervading and supernatural,
thereisfree unity between man and God. Those who have become spiritua corpsescan
beraised by the grace of God.

Bhakti, Karma and Jnana

It is true that bhakti karma and jndna has got a place in Bhagavata Purana,
Mahendranath Sircar says* The Bhagavatarecognizesthethree pathsof spiritua discipline
andfruition; the path of knowledge, the path of yogaand the path of devotion, corresponding
to the three conceptions of the divine as Pure consciousness, thedivineasdynamismin
power and thedivineasdynamisminlove. Thesethree pathsare presented for menwith
different psychic formationsand attitudes’. ¢ One can enhance on€ sinner purity and gain
greater knowledgeif oneisdeprived of personad motives. Therich experience of love can
further enliven knowledge. The heart of the L ord isbound within the heart of hisdevotees.
A devotee'slovefor God iswith hiswhole heart and thiskind of lovethat isdivineisnot
emotionally blind but a clean expression of man. Divine love supported by supreme
knowledge and selflessdharmaistheroyal way. “ O unconguerable one, when You spoke
about bhagavata-dharma, which isthe uncontaminated religious system for achieving the
shelter of Your lotusfest, that was Your victory. Personswho haveno materia desires, like
the Kumaras, who are self-satisfied sages, worship You to be liberated from materia
contamination. In other words, they accept the process of bhagavata-dharmato achieve
shelter at Your lotusfeet”’. The Vaisnavashold dear the Srimad Bhagavathamwhichisa
spotless Purana, asit describes pure and supreme knowledge of redlity. It helpsoneto
becomefreefrom themateria world through transcendental knowledge, renunciation and
devation. Itisbelievedthat if the Srimad Bhagavatam isheared and chanted with devotion
one can become completely free.

Devotion being an offering of the supreme spiritual state hel psto bring peace of
mind. Devotion according to Bhagavata Purana, isnot ameansto anend but anendin
itself. Theway to devotion, according to Bhagavata Puranadoesnot follow traditional
viewsin connection with dharma. “By sacrifice the God sworshipped (himwhoisalso)
the sacrificesthose werethefirst duties. Those great onesbecame partakes of the heaven
wherethe ancient deitiesthe sadhyas abide’8. According to Vedic literature dnarmais
actually ygna (sacrifice) to the Godsintheform of insistence onritua . But according to
the Upanishads, dharmaisthe highest form of knowledgewhere unity prevailsbetween
thejivaand Brahman. But in the Bhagavad Gita, dharmaisman acting accordingto his
inherited duty, taking part inaworld-gameleast affected by it.

TheBhagavata Puranaremoved rituals, knowledgeand socid stratafrom dharma, as
bhakti isman’ssvadharma. It had no caste biasand acknowledgestheright of al to have
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accessto God, denying no one. The Bhagavata Puranafindstheteachingsof Vedicliterature
suitableto thisbhagavata-dharma. Since actionsare necessarily linked with God, adevotee
must perform sacrificein al actions. They should redlizethat they arelikeashipinwhich
every pieceof theshipisimportant to the other, just as God, the devotee and theworld in
whichthey live. Thedevoteerealizesthat since hisactionsare part of adiscipline, itis
desired by God that al hisactionsbelong only to God. “In accordance with the particular
nature one has acquired in conditioned life, whatever one doeswith body, words, mind,
senses, intelligence or purified consciousness one should offer to the Supreme, thinking,
“Thisisfor the pleasure of Lord Narayana®.” Dharmathus becomesasensible devotion
(arpana) to God. One thus pays natural reverence to God neither being forced nor
recommended. So that onerealizesand acquaints oneself with theideathat no difference
existsbetween theindividual spirit and supreme spirit. Jnénatakes on anew significance
whentinctured with devotion. It turnsupon itself, destroying theindividua, freeing the soul
totheinfinite. In other words, participation or involvement with the Divineisan extinction
of theego; moreover. Itisthehighest fulfillment; it isfusionary act. Saf-extinction becomes
inredlity aconsummation.

For ared unionwith God jnénaisnot adequate again jnénaisnot enoughin analyzing
themind. A devotee should allow softer emotionsto play upon themental power andthis
can beachieved only by surrendering himsalf to God. Hemust give himsdlf totally to God
by dancing with Sri Krishna. The Bhagavata Purana preachesthat the most important
accountability of manto God isto surrender himself totally. Sinceal thingsbelong to God
the devotee must embrace God with apining soul . Worship should befree, willing, impulsive,
pure and natural. The devotee must be the bare witness (Puruca-kaivalya), selfless (a-
kincana) and with no personal ambition. Theonly goa of thedevoteeisto surrender dl his
actionsto Krishna, once he doesthat he does not haveto bother about the responsibility
of doingthings.

Thedevoteeand hisway of |ove (bhakti) havedirection of mind whichisinherent and
easy towards God. A true devotee must worship for worshippers sake, in exceptional
fairness. Only thenwill heenjoy theradiance of thespiritud joy of bhakti. “Inthismateria
world, to render serviceto thelotusfeet of Govinda, the cause of all causes, andto see
Himeverywhere, istheonly god of life. Thismuch doneistheultimategod of humanlife,
asexplained by dl thereved ed scriptures'®”.

The Path of Nine-fold Devotion

The Bhagavata Puranahas been broadly classified bhakti into two main classes.
(1) Secondary and
(2) Primary
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Thesecondary isfurther classifiedinto the nine-fold bhakti (Navadhabhakti) whereas
the primary isclassified into two (@) The Gopi type of passionatelovedevotion (b) The
Sukadevatype, of transcendenta love devotion.

Thenine-fold secondary devotion takesonefrom thematerial to spiritua world and
they are; dravaGaBhakti (hearing with reverence and being absorbed with love), Kirtana
Bhakiti (utteringwith reverenceandlovethe Lord’ sname), SmaranaBhakti (meditating till
onegetsabsorbed in Hisbeing), Pada-SevaénaBhakti (lovingly servingtheLord) Arcane
Bhakti (offering service worship with reverence and devotion to the Lord), Vandana
Bhakti (making obei sancethough body and mind direct tothe L ord). DasyaBhakti (serving
the Lord with reverenceand devotionregarding HimasLord), SakhyaBhakti (lovingHim
asafriend with supremefaith) and A&tma-nivedanaBhakti (unconditional surrender tothe
Lord with supremefaith with reverenceto one swholebeing and al one' spossessions)™.

(1) Hearing: Sravanameansthevirtuesof God intheform of storiesdiscourseswith His
divine nature being the centre and form mentioned. Thusthe devotee on hearing his
nameisabsorbed by divinethoughts.

(2) Kirtana: It meansdevotiona songssing in praiseand love of the Lord’snameand
hel psthe devoteereach an ecstasy with voi ce choked with emotion, eyesfilled with
teaseand soul filled with rapture.

(3) Smarana: It meansthe climax reached in the purification of the heart, with perpetual
meditation thewholestock of actionisburnt to ashes. Itisnot restricted but followed
by both young and old by mentally visualizing theform of God. Japaissimilar to
Smaranabhakti for it hel psin reminiscenceand a so to removetheimpurethoughtsin
themind. God's presenceisfelt withinwith Smarana. “ The mind of one meditating
upon the objectsof sensegratificationiscertainly entangledin such objects, but if one
constantly remembersMe, thenthemindisabsorbedinMe’ 22,

(4) Pada-Seva Pada-Sevameansserving thefeet of God as done by Godesses Laxmi
and Parvati. Pada-Sevéabeing ajoyful experiencewhere onelaysto servelL otusfeet
of theLord and one can servethefeet of the Lord intheform of theuniverse. Service
tothefeet of thelL ord doesnot mean mere progiration but awonderful lovereationship.

(5) Arcana: Arcanameansoffering serviceand worship to the Lord. A devoteeoncehe
has obtained lovefor thelotusfeet of the Lord he beginsto worship. Threetypesof
worship arementioned in the Bhadgavatanamely purely Vedic, purely Tantricand a
blending of thetwo. But the Bh&gavatafavoursthethird, ablending of thetwo asthe
beat, whereit bears the whole process. The worshipper is purified and ennobled,
insdeand al hisdesiresarefulfilled. One can either worship with body speech and
mind or making use of the available materialsapure and sincere heart. Thereisno
hard and fast rule asto whereworship should bedone, it can either beinatemple, at
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home or any other suitable place. Themind of the devotee, during worship should
concentrateon thedivineform of God.

(6) Vandana Vandanameanssauting the Lord in humble prostration by touching eight
limbsof thebody beforethe Lord getting filled with raptureand love.

(7) Means. Dasyasarvingwithlove. Itislikeamaster-servant rel ation where one shows
serviceand worship in templesby sweeping thetemplesand serving the saintsand
wise menregarding Him asthesole Master.

(8) Sakhya Sakhyameansbeing onafriendly rel ationship with God and moulding oneself
to God'sliking when God isaware of manshumility. Thedevoteewill them only do
thingsthat pleases God and will consider everyone in the world as God and thus
becomesacosmicfriend.

(9) Atmanivedana: Atma-nivedanameanssalf surrender to theL ord. Herethe devotee
offershisbody, mind and soul to the L ord. Once he self surrenders himself to the
Lordhehasnoidentify of hisownasitisan unconditiona surrender, Hegivesup hisego
senseand attachments. Thedevotee actual ly becomesan instrument in God'shands,
sincehehastotally surrendered himself to the Lord. “ O King, onewho hasgiven up
al materia dutiesand hastaken full shelter of thelotusfeet of Mukunda, who offers
shelter to all, isnot indebted to the demigods, great sages, ordinary living beings,
relatives, friends, mankind or even on€ sforefatherswho have passed awvay. Sincedl
such classesof living entitiesare part and parcel of the Supreme L ord, onewho has
surrendered to the L ord’ s service has no need to serve such persons separately” 2

Conclusion

The Bhagavata is among the most important texts on bhakti, presenting afully
devel oped teaching on bhakti that originated with the Bhagavad Gita. Bhakti ispresented
asapath of yoga, or unionwith thedivine. Many of the bhakti teachingsinthe Bhagavata
PuraA” naare presented asyogi ¢ activities—meditating on thelilaof Krishna; hearing and
singing about VicGu asKrishna; remembering, serving, and worshipping him; dedicating
al of one€' sactionsto him—areamong nineactivitiesof bhakti-yogataught inthe Bhagavata.
Thebhakti yogain the Bhagavatateachesthat thefocus of the mind istransformed by
filling the mind with thoughts of God. Bhakti is depicted in the Purana, as both an
overpowering emotion aswell asaway of lifethat isrationa and deliberately cultivated.

According to the Bhagavata Purana, the Gopis are the true devotees of Krishna, as
they yearnfor apersona experience with him and desire union with him and participate
fully with Him. Their desirebeing so great they areableto joinwiththehelp of Svadharma
ablissful unionwith God. Theforemost wish of thegopisistorevea ecstasy and blisswith
Krishna. When Krishnaappearsto them, they are ableto recognize Him and leave behind
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their husbandswith theawarenessthat al worldly thoughtsand desireshaveto be abandoned
of they haveto seek union with Krishnawhoistheir only desire.

Krishnadoes not ask peopleto leavetheworld asthey haveto play their part here
intheworld whichisaplayground. Man should be aware of the customary practicesthat
inhibit him from histrue self and not follow it. Lovefor God can beobtained if onehasa
fedling that nothing isworth attaining but only intimacy with God.

Bhagavadadharmaisasupremerdigion shaped by devotion. Men of any casteare
freetofollow thispath of devotion. Sociordigiouschangesaregiven priority intheBhagavata
Puranabut it al so criticizesorthodox formsof worship. Krishnanever consdered aperson’s
caste or birth asimportant inorder to reach sal vation and hence bhakti does not consider
caste, creed, nation and society.

Krishnagivesimportanceto al men making no referenceto any classor any orthodox
religious practice. According to Krishnathe noblest virtues are those suitabl e with bhakti
and bhakti isthe highest dharmawhich isthe highest virtuefor all men. The Bhagavata
Puranadefendsthosewho suffer under the caste system and makesits stand clear againgt
the socio-religious system. Bhagavata bhakti isaconglomerate of devotion, detachment
and knowledgeandisopento all racesand al-embracing.
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BRITISH PLANTATIONS IN TRAVANCORE
AND ITS ECOLOGICAL IMPACT

*|_ekha Rani. M.L

Abstract

The advance of metropolitan capital into the high ranges of Travancore had
damaging effects on the ecology of Western Ghats and on the sources of community
lively hood of the indigenous tribes. Plantations are large scale, capital intensive
commercial enterprise employing wage labour that rely on the exports of cash crops
as their source of income. The influences of this branch of agriculture in Travancore
and the social and economic changes which have taken place in consequences of its
introduction have not been small. Endowed with adequate rainfall and ideal temperature
the high ranges of Travancore were cloaked in luxuriant forests which had many unique
features such as massive range of biodiversity with hundreds of species. Man made
ecological disaster in Travancore high ranges had its origin in the birth of capitalist
expansion.

Keywords: Forest Depletion, Sustainable Development, Landscape Change, Eco-system, Environment,
Conservation, Colonialism.

I ntroduction

Environmental problemssuch asecologica change, rainforest loss, soil erosion and
water scarcity represent some of the most serious challengesfacing society and it seems

* Assistant Professor, Department of History, All Saints' College, Thiruvananthapuram
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likely that many will get worse in the future. In this context, we must understand the
rel aionship between society and environment and suggest waysinwhichthemost destructive
processes can be modified or overcome. It must accept that environmental problemsare
not simply physical change and geographical aspects. Empirical and local studiesare
important but the effort must also be theoretical and global, exploring particularly the
relationship between past and present. This paper explores the relationship between
environment and colonial plantations and argues that the insights are important for
understanding contemporary commercidization of agricultureanditsimpacts.

Objectives

1. Toassesstheimpact of plantation in detrimental to agriculture and conservation of
forest by giving stress on ecol ogical and subsistence pattern of theregion.

2. Tounderstand thelegacies of colonia plantation and how these continueto shape
contemporary environmenta challenges.

3. Todevelop adeeper understanding of the contemporary environmental crisisand
how it might be overcome.

M ethodology

Despitethelong-term history of plantation agricultureand itsimportancefor many
national economies, few studieshavelooked at thelong-term environmental implications.
Thisarticleisdescriptiveasitisfactualy grounded and € aborate on the historical processes
of the emergence of plantations and itsimpact on Travancore. At suitable contexts an
interpretative strategy isadopted to bring forth the undercurrents of events, to explainthe
depletion of ecology.

A development in the form of massive British capital investment took place in
Travancoreduring thesecond hdf of the nineteenth century, namely, the opening of European
plantationsinthe high rangesof Travancore. Plantationswereameansof bringing together
enterprise, capital andlabour fromvariouspartsinto anew locationwhereland wasavailable
for the production of aparticular staple. Thisrequiredinitia stateintervention for making
land freely available for new enterprise. The colonial hegemony on the landscape of
Travancore was preceded by a conscientious attempts on the part of the colonizersto
know itsgeography and consequently to categoriesit into plantations. It wasrecorded that
duringtheinitid yearsof plantation devel opment, the plantershad dmost afreehandinthe
choiceof location and extent of their plantation asestates. Plantationswere established by
the European settlersin aseries of wavesthroughout the 1860'sand the early 1900'still
almost the beginning of the Second World War. The entire hilly areaof Travancorewas
covered by natural closed canopy forest vegetation and high elevation grassands.
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Thedevelopment of colonial plantation had itsown meritsand defects. The huge
capital investment and the enormous profitsearned from it increased economic activitiesin
the state, rai sed the revenue resources of the government.* Thisisonly one side of the
coin, the conspicuousside. But onthereverse, thegrowth of mono type plantation destroyed
theforest wealth, the natural beauty whichinturnlater created topographical imbalances.
No worthwhileextent of natural forest areasurvived these early ondaughtsin the Mount
Pateau- Peermade Plateau areas. Further north, inthe heart of the High Ranges, in 1877
almost 500 sq km of forestswereleased out for what | ater to be the Kannan Devan Hill
Produce Company.2 Most of the remaining areas of the High Ranges, particularly inthe
valleysand western dopesremained forested, reserved asgovernment forests. However,
over theyears, most of it hasvanished into thereservoirsfor dams, encroachmentsand
eventownships.

Ecological Impact

Animportant result of the enclosure of waste lands by the planters wasthe rapid
increasein population concentration in the plantation. Thisinturn, had severe consequences
of the ecological imbaance of thisregion. Manmade ecol ogicd disaster in Travancore has
itsoriginsin the emergence of capitalist plantations. Colonial plantationswerelocated
mainly intropical or subtropica regionsof thehigh ranges. Moreover, plantationsoriginaly
specialized in the products of asingle crop. Thediscriminate human interactioninthe
delicate eco system of the high ranges has seriously affected the ecol ogical processin
genera. The roads and railways constructed in tune with the planters interests also
contributed to the destruction of theeco productivity system. The State Government hel ped
toincreasecommodity production by contributing cons derable amountsto the construction
and maintenance of roads, bridges and other infrastructural facilities. In Travancore,
trangportation was an essential component of the processof incorporationinthecapitalist
world economy. The entire system of transportation facilitiesin the planting regionshad
been designed so asto transport therich commercia cropsof the statelike coffee, rubber
and teato the nearest harbor by the cheapest and safest route.

Denudation of Forest

Themost important ecological damageinflicted uponthe high rangesof Travancore
by colonia planterswas deforestation. During the past one century morethan 50 percent
of theforest vegetation of thistract had beenlost. Theremaining forestswereextremely
fragmented and most of thefragmentsarenot viable ecologicaly for any length of time.

The Conservator of Forest during the second half the nineteenth century articul ated
thecolonid utilitarianidea. They introduced anew definition of forest toinclude cash crop
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plantations. They distinguished between ‘ worth-lessspices and va uablespices , theformer
being ‘ speciesfor which therewould beno demand' . Theforest asawholewerevauable
property”, when given to plantersthesewere called ‘ wasteland’ . Constitution of astate
forest territory theforest estate by means of reservation of forestsand establishment of
colonial plantationswerethekey proposasmade by the conservator of forest. Inthe new
forest devel opment lexicon‘ protection’” meant, ‘ protection from people’ and ‘ smuggling’,
‘removal of wood by local peopl€’. Thusitisclear that, Travancoreforest regulations
weremainly for providinglega backing for theenvisaged plan of large scal eforest annexation
by theplanters.

In order to ensure hegemony on land col onial Government enacted aforest policy.
Theforest policy, though formally enacted only in 1887, had begun to take shape asearly
asthe 1860's. In 1862, the Travancore Government declared that forestswould be made
availablefor coffee cultivation free of assessment for thefirst threeyearsand onalight
assessment thereafter®. The next task of the planterslobby wasthe process of excluding
local peoplefrom forest area. For this purpose, aproclamationissued in 1866, banned the
felling of timber by forest folk inforest suitablefor coffee cultivation.* Thesircar feels
sati sfied that the country would largely benefit by theintroduction of the capital, skill and
enterprise of European gentlemenin utilizing tractsof valuableland' .°> They planned that
the opening up of cultivationinthe uncultivated hilly areaswould stimul ate the economic
development.®

ThePeriyar basininthe High Ranges of Keralahasaseriesof 12 large damswhich
directly and indirectly resulted in the destruction of about 4000 sg.km of rainforestsand
grasdands. A look at the map showing thelocation of theearly British estateswould show
that they were not only located on the waste lands but in some of the crucial and vital
portionsof theforest namely thefountain headsof theriversandriver valleys. Themono-
crop plantationsor even man madeforestsare no substitutefor natura forest. Thefamine
commissionin 1880 remarked onthe significance of protecting theforest and extending
the system of village forest in the wake of drought and famine’. Therapid growth, of
encroachment of forest landswhile contributing to the expansion of areaunder cultivation,
hasresulted inthe deterioration of themicro environment inthe High Rangesof Travancore.

Thenatural types of vegetation in the ecosystemsweretropical evergreen forests.
Thesetypesof evergreen forestswerefound on theriver banksand catchment areas of the
rivers. Theevergreen forest had avariety of speciesof plantsbut the plantationsonthe
other hand leading to the culturing of one species. Moreover thetreesin rowswhich mean
that the rain water would have the tendency to runoff to theriver thusit leads to soil
erosion. For example, during the monsoon of 1896, therain wasvery heavy inthe high
rangesof Central and North Travancore.® The coffee plantation was not themajor species
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of that area, for examplethey replaced treeslikeAnjily, Konga® and thetreesthey replace
haveimportant usesfor thelocal population though they werelesscommercialy profitable
for theforeignerswho viewed themintermsof their export value.’® Most of these coffee
estates owned cattlewhich they left to grazein theforest regions. Thus causing further
damageto the pathways, connecting the estateswith the plainsled to destruction of the
forest.'* In 1886 the Travancore state wasforced to accept Periyar dam project proposed
by the Madras Government. It had to lease out not lessthan 8,000 acres of forest for 999
years, theseforestswere submerged.*?

L oss of Water Resources

Themaor long term economic lossdueto the coming up of these plantationsinthe
erstwhile evergreen forests on the heads and banks of rivers have taken place and these
have adversely affected the water supply to the plains. Natural springs and associated
water sourcesweredestroyed, inflicting permanent injurieson the ecol ogy of theregion.
Flood a so occurred more frequently.*® Inthe Peermedu tal uk of Travancore most of the
coffee estates sSituated in the North Western part of the Ranni reserveforestson the banks
of Manimaai River. The coffee estates named Syndicate, Vellanad, and Mundakkayam
situated on the banks of rivers. Another coffee growing area in central Travancore
Kanjirappalli was covered by several feeder streamsof theManimalai river. Itisagain
important to notethat the Manimalai river meandersat morethan six or seven placesinthe
Taluk.* Thelossof forestsled to floods during therainy season and drying up of riversin
thesummers. The Travancore state wasforced to accept the Periyar dam project proposed
by the Madras Government, and thereby it had to lease out not lessthan 8,000 acres of
forest for 999 years.

Decline of Animal Species

In addition to plants, the animal population also suffered considerable from the
introduction of plantations, forestsoncefilled with e ephant, tigersand wild boarsbecame
coffeeplantation estates.™ Thusthesewild animalslost their natural environment. Most of
the European planters had shooting license and guns and their main hobby was hunting.
Managersand owners often hunted thetiger, elephantsand other large animasontheir
edtates. They aso hunted bison and deer for meet. Thusthe number of wild animalsreduced
to agreat extent. In 1936, the government prohibited the shooting of bison and other
animalsintheprivateland by personswho have no shooting license.’®

Decline in Livestock Population

With the enclosure of common grazing landsinto privatefieldsthe poor who did not
have sufficient landsto rai sefodder crops, were deprived of an added source of food and
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income. Thenumber of herd men declined to aconsiderableextent.*” Most of themembers
of theyadava caste, whosetraditiona occupation wasraisng farm stock | eft thisoccupation
and became labourersin the plantation sector. Earlier domestic animalswere asource of
incomefor the poor and in the absence of it they became poorer. Now dueto thelack of
grassland, only therich paddy cultivators or the estate owners growing the plantation
cropscould afford fodder for the cattle. Thisled to an unequal distribution of cattle.®* The
declineinthelivestock popul ation meant that the supply of major form of protein enriched
food likemilk and meat considerably reduced.™®

Loss of Hill Tribes

There was large number of hill men settlement in the forest areas of Travancore.
Thesehill men cameto be deprived of many of their privilegesdueto the spread of colonid
plantation. Various tribes of the wild occupied the higher hills and the mountains of
Travancore, finding arather precariousliving by migratory agriculture, hunting and the
natural productsof theforest.?% Theorigina inhabitance of the coffee plantation areaslike
the Munnars, Uralis, and Pandarams were not willing to work for these enterprises.
Duetothespread of plantation cropsthesetribal’ slost their hunting areasand settlements.

The South Travancore hillswerethe dwelling place of hill tribes, called Kanikarsor
Mala Arayars. These Kanikars were organized in patriarchal class, pursued shifting
cultivation and sometimeslivedintreesto be out of harmsway of elephantsand tigers.
Missionarieslike Emlyn and Mateer were convinced that the opening of coffee plantation
had greatly benefited the Kanikars. They were drawn within theorbit of civilization and
received large pay for clearing and weeding. Most Kanikars, however were not to be
lured by high wages. They regarded themsel ves asthe hereditary proprietorsof theland
and refused to herd with common coolies.

When planters cameto claim theland they had purchased the hill tribeswithdrew
fromthe place. Thesetriba’sworshipped the Gods of Jungle, and their priest pronounced
the most awful curses on the coffee planters. But thetribalswere not ableto resist the
advent of coffee plantation. For centuriesthesetribals had been ableto live with wild
animals of the mountains but the planters were different, they destroyed the natural
environment andtribal settlementscompletely.?

Conclusion

TheBritish officias placed their emphasisa most exclusively on those areas of the
country and those sectorsof theeconomy that could generaterdatively quick and sgnificant
profits. Undoubtedly, the plantershad nointerestin employing arationa strategy to preserve
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theecology of the native state. The state’ s sole purpose wasto accommodate and benefit
the colonia plantersand their importance was determined largely by their capacity to
augment thewed th and power of the metropolitan countries. Thisstudy makesit clear that
plantationsin Travancore destroyed theforest wealth and natural resourceswhichinturn
topographical imbalances. Essential ecological processes are those processesthat are
governed, supported or strongly moderated by eco systems and are essential for food
production, health and other aspectsof human survival and sustainable devel opment. The
maintenance of such processesand systemsisvital for all society.

References

1 Ravi Raman, K., Global Capital and Peripheral Labour: Tea in South India, 1860-
1951, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1990, p. 43.

2  Planting Rules for the lease of Poonjar land, C S F N0.15708, 1861, Kerala State
Archives, Thiruvananthapuram (hereinafter K.S.A.T)

3  RamMohan, “Material Processesand Developmentalism, Interpreting Economic Change
in Colonial Tiruvitamkur, 1800-1945,” Un published Ph.D. Thesis, Centre for
Development Studies, Trivandrum, 1996, p.9.

4 Travancore Land Revenue Manual, Government Press, Trivandrum, Vol. IV, p.475

5 Travancore Administrative Report (hereinafter TAR), 1863, Government Press,
Trivandrum, 1873, p.13

TAR, 1865, p.23.

7  Government of India, Report of the Famine Commission, Government printing office,
Simla, 1880, pp.96-8

8 A.F Martin An Early Account of the High Range Planting District North Travancore,
KDHP, Munnar, 1978, p.12

9  Cover System File (hereinafter CSF), No. 1222, K SAT.
10 Travancore Administrative Report, 1870, p.95.

11 Travancore Administrative Report, Thiruvananthapuram, Government press, 1870,
p.95

12 Veu PRillai, T.K, Travancore Sate Manual, Vol -4, Thiruvananthapuram, Government
press,1940,p.487

13 Uma Devi, Impact of Plantations on Third World Countries, Himalaya Publishing
House, Bombay, 1989, p.69.

14 Samuel Mateer, Native Life in Travancore, Asian Educational Services, New Delhi,
1991, p.236.

Review of Social Sciences



46

15

16
17

18
19

21

British Plantationsin Travancore.....

Lekha Rani. ML, “History of Coffee Plantation In Travancore”, Unpublished M.
Phil Thesis, Department of History, Karyavattom, 2007, p.111

Excise Department File N0.2021, K.SA.T

Ward and Conner, A geographical and Satistical Memoir of the Survey of
Travancoreand Cochin, , S. Raimon (ed.), Kerala Gazetteers Department, Government
of Kerala, 1994, p. 93.

Ibid.

Uma Devi, op.cit. p.362.

Samuel Mater, op.cit., p.233

The Planting Opinion, UPASI, Coonoor, 1896, p.11.

Morgan H.R, Forestry in Southern India, Madras: Higginbotham& Company ,1884,
p.106.

Dick Kooiman, Conversion and Social Equality in India: The London Missionary
Society in Travancore in the 19th Century, Manohar, New Delhi, 1989, p.123 @

Vol. XVII1 No. 2 e July - December 2017



A STUDY ONTHE LEGAL DIMENSIONSOF
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS

*Rakendu.C.K

Abstract

The advancement of welfare state resulted in the penetration of government into
large scale private business and consequently the government had to rely on private
industries on a large scale for the supply of services, for the execution of public works,
procurement of materials and the like through government contracts. Gover nment
contracts are contracts which are entered between government and private individuals.
The traditional lines between public and private enterprises have been blurred, resulting
in an explosion of government contract, warranting the need for new laws in this area.

K eywords. Government Contract, Public Procurement, Continental System, Common Law System.

I ntroduction

Weliveinan eraof continuous and seemingly unending spin of changes'. These
changescanbeseeninall organsof society, of which oneis Government. Contemporan-
eously, Government hasan important roleto play in not only sustaining higher rates of
growth, but a so making the growth processmoreinclusive, socially and regiondly.

Today, the State isthe source of much wealth. Government haslarge funds at its
disposa and hashuge programsfor undertaking devel opmenta activities. It isconsequently
the biggest purchaser of goodsand employmentsof talents”.

* Research Scholar, Centre for Advanced Legal Studies and Research, Thiruvananthapuram
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Many individua sand businessmen enjoy large businessin theform of Government
contracts. The subject of Government contractsisthusbecoming moreand moreimportant
day by day.

The advancement of welfare state resulted in the penetration of Government into
large scal e business. Today the Government hasto rely on privateindustriesin bigway for
the supply and procurement of materials for the execution of public works through
Government contracts. It needs to be emphasi zed that although contract isbasically a
matter of privatelaw, thelaw relating to Government contractsin moderntimeisdistinct
from private contracts.

Wolfgang Friedman’ saccount of modern Government’ sparticipationin contract points
that government’ sinvolvement asacontracting party and theingtitutional apparatuswhich
goeswith the new regulation indicate ashift in thewholeframework of contract®.

Totakeaccount of Government’ srole asacontractor we need to makediscrimination
distinction between non Government and Government contract asfollows*:

(@ “Non Government’ contracts, i.e. neither party make the contract as an agent of
Government;

(b) Government contracts, i.e. when one party makes the contract as an agent of
Government theother doesnot. Thisschemeisminima becauseit makesno provison
for intra-governmental contracts, i.e. contract wholly within the public sector where
both parties contract asagents of Government.

It must be emphasi zed that although contract isbasi cally amatter of privatelaw, the
law relating to Government contractsisbecoming, in moderntimes, in many ways, distinct
fromthelaw pertaining to private contracts. Inthisarea, thereisneed to protect public
interest and a so to protect individual sagainst unfair exercise of administrative power.
Government contracts cannot beviewed purely asbeing similar inal respectsto private
contracts between two individuals, for here both administrative and contractual powers
intersect. A number of problems, both constitutional and legal ariseasaresult of Central
Government or public bodies contract with aprivateindividua company. What concern
usheremoreinthisareaarethe problemsof account ability and control.

Objectives of the Sudy
1. Tocomparecontinenta system and common law system of Government contracts,

2. Toemphasizetheroleplayed by judiciary inthe devel opment of Government contracts,
and

3. Theneedfor anew publiclaw.
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M ethodology

Themethodology ismainly analytical in nature, based on variousofficial, unofficia
reports, working papers, journalsand research articles.

Government Contracts in India

Thelaw relating to contractua ligbility inIndiaistheresult of colonid rule®. Afterthe
third battle of Panipat of 1761 A.D., the power of theMugha sdeclined. With theweskening
of thenative power the East IndiaCompany cameout successful inestablishingitsauthority
over Indiéb.

UnliketheKingin England, the East IndiaCompany or Secretary of Statein India
were not immunefrom theliability of Government proceedings. Thiswasmade clear as
early as1785through the case Moodlay v. Mortan’, wherethe Supreme Court of Calcutta
held that the East India Company was subject to thejurisdiction of theMunicipal Courtsin
all mattersand proceedings undertaken by them asaprivate trading company.

In order to gppreciate theimportance of * government contract’ in Indian congtitution
we must trace the history of the Indian administration from the time of the East India
Company. In Indiawe can seethat the government started entering into contractsfrom
1854 onwards, whenthefirgt railway linewasbuilté. On the basisof that contract the East
IndiaCompany (later the Secretary of State of India) agreed to provideland, free of cost
andtherate of exchangefor remittanceof interest wasa so fixed. L ater the Government of
IndiaAct expresdy empowered thegovernment to enter into contract with privateindividuas,
through Sec. 175 of Government of IndiaAct 1935

After thecommencement of the Constitution of Indiait initiated aspecific procedure
for enabling the agent of aGovernment to make contractsas public funds cannot be placed
inhandsof public servantswithout express sanctionsof law®. Article299(1) lay down that
acontract to bind the Government must satisfy thefollowing requirements:

1. The contract must be expressed to be made by the President or Governor as the
case may be'’;
2. Thecontract must be executed on behalf of the President or by the Governor*; and

The contract must be executed by such personsand in such mannersasthe President
or the Governor may direct™.

Comparison of common Law Systemand Continenta System of Government Contract

Comparisonisneeded for thedevel opment of any legd system asthrough comparison
we can eradicate the pitfalsin any existing legal system and developit. In the case of
government contract when we compare the common law system and continental system
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we can seethat the mainissue of common law system isthat while dealing with public
contract litigation they do not provide efficient remedies either through judicia review
mechanism or through the common law™ but in continental systemthelitigationsare dedt
inadminigrative courts.

In continental system contracts made by public bodiesor at least most of them are
submitted to agroup of special rules, congtituting the law of administrative contracts. In
common law systemitisnormally accepted that contracts made by administrative bodies
do not possessaspecid legal nature and that therefore they are subject to the samerules,
procedures and the same kind of remedies as contracts made by ordinary private parties.
We canthusunderstand that each adminigtrativelaw system gaveand givesitsown answers
to the various questions concerning Government contract and after the comparisonwecan
understand that continental system isbetter than common law system.

Role of Judiciary in Government Contracts

Society requiresvariety of publicingtitutionsto mediate between thecitizen and the
Sate. Weneedindtitutionsintunewith our present economic, socia and politica objectives.
It was hoped at thetime of independence that such institutionswould take root and grow
asapart of modernization of Indian society®. Judiciary isonesuchingitutionwhich mediates
between the citizen and the State which played animportant rolein the devel opment of
government contracts. Formerly, thetendency of the courtsby and large wasto concede
to the Government an extremely broad discretion to choose the party with whom it wanted
to enter into contractua rel ationship on the ground that the Government enjoyed the same
freedom in the matter of contract aswasenjoyed by private parties. The courtsdisplayed
gresat reluctanceto interferewith Government discretion to award contracts. The matter of
Government rights in the case of contractual relationship was first put forward in
C.K.Achuthanv. Kerala®. Inthiscasethe court held that Government could enter intoa
gpecific contract with anyoneit wanted and it was not bound to accept the highest bid at an
auction or thelowest tender for execution of any work.

Thisattitudewas changedin R.D.Shetty v Internationa Airport Authority®®, where
the court held that the government cannot act likeaprivateindividua and enter into contract
withany personitlikes. It must act reasonably and fairly whileenteringinto contractswith
aprivateindividua . From anayzing the caselawswe can understand that thejudiciary has
aprominent roleinthe development of government contract.

Need for a New Law

Inour country thereisno specificlaw concerning government contract other than the
condtitutional provisions. At the sametimeinmany foreign countriesfollow specificlaws
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for governing government contracts. So the law commission forwarded the Public
Procurement Bill 2012, where Public procurement isdefined as* the purchase of goods
and services by Government and State owned enterprises’. It involves a sequence of
related activities, starting with the assessment of needs through awards of contract
management and final payment. The objective of procurement by any Governmentisto
get theright product or service at theright price and quality at theright time. To ensure
open, fair and transparent conditionsof competitioninthe Government procurement market
anumber of WTO members have negotiated the agreement on Government Procurement
Act. Thefundamenta aim of Government Procurement Act isto mutually open Government
procurement market among itsparties.

Earlier effortsto bring the Government Procurement Act were madein the Tokyo
Round of Trade Negotiationswithin GATT in 1976. Asaresult, thefirst Agreement on
Government Procurement wassignedin 1979 and cameintoforcein 1981. It wasamended
in 1987 and the amendment entered came into force in 1988. A new agreement on
Government Procurement wassignedin Marrakesh on 15th A pril 1994, whiletheAgreement
establishing the World Trade Organi zation cameinto forceon 1st January 1996. Within
two yearsof implementation of GPA 1994, the GPA partiesinitiated the renegotiation of
theagreement according to built in provisonsof the 1994 Agreement. Thenegotiation was
concludedin December 2011 and the outcome of the negotiation wasformally adoptedin
March 2012.

InIndiaasafirg stepto strengthen the public procurement process, the Government
throughtheMinistry of Financeformulated the Draft Public Procurement Bill 2012, which
isyet tobecomelaw asat present thereisno legidation providing guiddinesfor procurement
and giving punishment to the offenders. The Public Procurement Bill 2012 is on the
recommendation of committee on public procurement headed by theformer bureaucrat
Vinod Dhdll.

Salient Features of the Public Procurement Bill

1.  Procuring entity (Ministry/department etc) shall first determine the need for the
procurement and estimate the cost of the procurement based on certain specified
matters. It may publishinformation regarding planned procurements.

2. TheBill providesfor setting up aCentral Public Procurement Portal.

Thisportal will ensuretransparency inthe procurement process. Information suchas
pre-qualification document and detailsof biddersshall bedisplayed onthe Portal.

4. Ministry/Department shal not limit discrimination against the bidder, except for the
protection of public order and mordity, animd or plant life, intellectud, nationd security.

Review of Social Sciences



52 A Study on the Legal Dimensions of the Government Contracts

5.  Government shall constitute one or more independent procurement redressal
committees[under the chairmanship of aretired High Court Judge].

6. If any progpectivebidder fed sthat aparticular ministry/department etc did not consider
hisproduct/servicesfor any foul reesonshemay filean goplicationwith suchacommittee.

7. TheBill providesdifferent penatiesfor offences such astaking bribesin respect of
procurement, interference with the process, making vexation, frivolousor malicious
complaintsand abetment of offences.

8. Imprisonment from 6 monthsto 5 years, for bureaucrats caught taking bribes or
creating obstaclesinfair bidding.

9. Government shall debar abidder (seller) if heisconvicted for an offence under
Prevention of CorruptionAct, 1998 of IPC or if hetriesto bribean officer / otherwise
play mischief inthebidding.

Conclusion

Government in the globalized world isresponsiblefor adopting policieswhich are
conclusiveto greater economicintegration. It remainscentra tothewe | being of itscitizens
and for the proper management of socio economic development. Government hasavital
rolein creating an effectivelegal and regulatory framework for the operation of global
market. Inthe Global market the government hasto rely on privateindustry in big way for
the supply and procurement of materia sthrough government contracts. The devel opment
of any nation depends upon the economic development, whereamajor roleisplayed by
government contracts. Nowadaysin many projectswe promote public private partnership,
but in all spheresit isnot applicable; for example if we want to construct a bye road,
construction of drainages, purchase of goodsetc intheseareasit isdifficult to get private
partnership asit not big project. In such situation the only option isthat of government
contract. Likewiseinthe case of defenseit isnot safeto make partnerships. Soindefense
areastheonly way isto promote government contractsasit affectstheinterna and externa
security of thenation. Thus, it isunderstood that though we have congtitutiona provisions
andjudicid interpretationstheproblemsinthisareaareyet to be solved. Theonly solution
for these problemsareimplementation of the Public Procurement Bill 2012, asit contains
every provision for entering into contract and punishment for those who violates the
provison.
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ORGANISATIONAL POWERASATOOL
OF SOCIAL MOBILITY:
SN.D.P.YOGAM OF KERALA -A CASE STUDY

*Nandakumar. B.V.

Abstract

Social mobility is a necessary dynamic process in any society. Sorokin defines it
as any transmission of an individual or social object or value, anything that has been
created or modified by human activity from one social position to other.2 The Ezhavas,
numerically largest Hindu community concentrated in Kerala, have an ‘ethos of
mobility’, and attempts to explore this modern search for upward social mobility - the
processes which it involves, the ideologies which support or thwart it and what happens
to the people involved in it. Colonial modernity and ‘awakened consciousness’,
economic advancement, missionary activities and conversion, social protests and mass
movements and resultant reforms by the governments, etc., accelerated the process of
social mobility of the Ezhavas. This paper attempts to analyse the role and
organisational power of Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana Yogam (SN.D.P Yogam)
as a tool of social mobility of the Ezhavas of Kerala.

Keywords: Socia Mobility, Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana Yogam, Ezhavas, Sree Narayana Guru

Introduction

Sree Narayana Guru’srenowned dictum, “ Strengthen through Organisation”, was
introduced into practicewith theformation of Sree Narayana DharmaParipaanaYogam
on 15" May 1903. It wasthe social reform activities envisaged by Narayana Guru and
theoutraged disgust of Dr. Pal pu, culminated intheformation of SIN.D.P. Yogam.? It was
organized mainly for the dissemination of theidealsof Sree Narayanadharma among the
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masses and to securethe socio-religiousand civic rights of thelower segments. Though
the Yogam was organized with the aim of progress and devel opment of anignored section
inthesociety, it could gothrough many memorableand energeticfightswhichlaid amilestone
inthehistory of Kerala.

Objectives
1. Toandysetheroleplayed by SNDPYogam inthesocid awakening of the Ezhavas.

2. Toexamineorganisational power of S.N.D.P. Yogam asatool of socia mobility of
the Ezhavacommunity.

Hypothesis

The organisational power of the S.N.D.P. Yogam played adominant roleand acted
asatool of social mobility which transformed the Ezhavasfrom untouchableto a
most dominant and determining forceinal spheresof lifeof Kerala

M ethodology

Methodol ogy adoptedinthestudy isanalytica, descriptiveandinterpretativereflection.
It attemptsacritical assessment based on documentary evidences. Chronological order
has been maintained asfar aspossible. Thedata Collected for thispurposeare carefully
scrutinized and analyzed and thewholework isarticul ated objectively with the blend of
congructivecriticism.

Analysis and Discussion

Thesilent but revol utionary movement of Sree NarayanaGuru, inaugurated withthe
ingtdlation at Aruvippuram, wasthe milestonein the awakening of the Ezhavacommunity.
After theingtalation of the Sivatemple Narayana Guru had congtituted asmall committee,
known as Aruvippuram Vavoottu Yogamto manage thetempl € saffairsand to conduct
daily poojasand festivals. Stimulated by the advice of Swamy Vivekanandathat only a
spiritual enumeration could changethe mentality of the peopleand would lead tothe success
of any ingtitution and awakening of asociety like Kerd &' Palpu cameto Aruvippuram and
consulted NarayanaGuru. 1n 1901, Narayana Guru, Dr. Palpu and Kumaran Asan met
together and planned to expand the Vavoottu Yogaminto awide spread oneand for this
purposeaspecia session of the Yogam wassummoned. Inthisspecia sessionthedecision
toregister the‘ Yogam'’ into aJoint Stock Company wastaken. Thusthe Aruvippuram
Vavoottu Yogam was renamed and registered asAruvippuram Sree Narayana Dharma
ParipalanaYogam, popularly known as S.N.D.P. Yogam.® With thelicenceissued by the
Dewan of Travancore, Krishnaswamy Rayar, on 28" March 1903° the Yogam wasofficiadly
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registered under Company’sAct on 15" May 1903, with SreeNarayanaGuru asitslife
time President and Kumaran Asan as General Secretary. Palpu becameitsfirst vice-
president.’

Withinashort timethe SN.D.P. Yogam becamethegresatest socio-cultura organisation
in Keralafor securing human rights, social justice and equality for the depressed and
downtrodden people.2 With the presence of Sree Narayana Guru, the spiritual leader,
Dr.Papu, the palitical mobiliser and Kumaran Asan, theluminous organi ser, the Yogam
became the hope and aspiration of the Ezhavas. Under the guidance of the Guru and
energetic dynamism of leaders like Palpu, Kumaran Asan, T.K. Madhavan, C.V.
Kunjuraman, C.Kesavan, Sahodharan Ayyappan and othersasincere effort wastaken to
achievethe proclaimed aimsand objectivesto the organi sation.

Thefirgt annua session of the Yogam washeld at Aruvippuramin February 1904. In
hisaddressNarayanaGuru expected the Yogam to propagate education, mordity, industry,
and religion and reach out to the masses and help the spiritual and material welfare of the
people. Pal pu, the powerful force behind the meeting, exhorted the Ezhavasby giving an
inspiring speech and proclaimed that the mission of theYogamisto make Ezhavamen an
educated, skilled and cultured population. He al so urged for thewomen’ swing aong with
all annual meetings. He organi sed awomen’s conference under the auspices of hismother
eveninthefirst annual sessionitsdf. Palpu’swifea so made athought-provoking speech
and stirred the audience.® The Yogam started ajournal, Vivekodayam, for the purpose of
popularising thereformatory activitiesand opinion of the Yogam.™® Thesecond anniversary
of theYogamwascelebrated inagrand level in1905 a QuilonwithanAll Indialndustria
Exhibition. Palpuwasthe chief organiser of the meeting and the man behind the successful
exhibition. Dozensof exhibitsof coconut and other agricultural productswere exhibited
and alarge number of people attended the function. Thisexhibition gavethe Ezhavasa
sense of prideand enthusiasm and created awider community feeling.*! It demonstrated
theemergence of acommunity from suppression, exploitation and servitude and showed
that they are growing powerful social segment which could not be avoided by anyone.

Thesuccessful annua meeting and ten dayslongindustrid exhibitionwasfollowed by
unpleasant incidents, Nair — Ezhavariots, which stained therel ation between the Ezhavas
andtheNair community. During and after the meeting and exhibition Ezhavamen appeared
in public, wearing long coats like Europeans and dressed like high caste styles. The
womenfolk also appeared in decent dressand upper cloths. Local Nairsinfuriated with
the presumption of dignity by theuntouchable Ezhavas, torn off the clothing of the Ezhava
women, beaten, molested and even raped them. The Ezhava children going to school were
beaten for refusing to maintain the stipulated distance. The riots spread throughout
Mayyanad, Paravoor, Chavara,? etc.
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Paravoor K easvan Asan, one of the prominent Ezhavaactivists of theareawrotein
his Sujananandini criticising the brutalities of the Nairs and appealed to the British
government to interferein theissue. Theirritated Nairs destroyed and set fire to the
‘KerdaBhooshanam’ pressand Sujananandini office. The Ezhavasa soretaliated with
almost sameline of attack and harassed the Nairswherever met. The condition of the
Ezhavaor the Nair who fell on the othersareawas pitiable. The Nairs alleged that the
Ezhavasbecame haughty and arrogant after the meeting and exhibition at Kollamand lead
tothe outbreaks. But thefact isthat the Ezhavas, who were submissive and obedient till
then, were awakened and became more assertive and enthusi astic with the success of the
meeting and both men and women began to wear dresslikethe Nair overlords, beganto
discard the age old customs, etc., infuriated the conservative Nairs and they began to
attack the Ezhavasin public places.®* Therebellion showed the emergence of collective
identity and theunity among the Ezhavasafter thefounding of the SIN.D.PYogam and the
local Ezhavas stood together united and defiant under the SN.D.P. TheNair —Ezhava
conflictslasted for morethan two monthsand it wasonly after the effectiveintervention
and negotiation meetings under the auspices Dewan MadhavaRao it cameto anend.

Theorigina aimof the SN.D.P. Yogam wasto managethe affairsof Aruvippuram
templeand to establish other ingtitutionsfor the spiritual and materia progressof Ezhava
community. But the Yogamwasnot confined tothislimit. The Yogam having asitsobjective
all-round socio - cultural and industrial advancement of the Ezhavasgavethelead to the
community initsstrugglefor socid, religious, economic, educationa and politica equality.
TheYogam carried itsannual gatherings and people assembled in hundredsand later in
thousands, and at certain specia meetingsmorethan half-a-lakh. They weregracedin
earlier daysby the presence of Guruwho gavethem guidance and determinationto their
efforts.®> Each annual meeting were becamethe centre of discussion and many crucial
resol ution were passed.

The formative period of the Yogam was marked by the remarkable crusade for
social reform by Narayana Guru. During this period, Kumaran Asan wasthe General
Secretary, with the exception of oneyear when N. Krishnan wastheA cting Secretary,
meade sober effortsthrough congtitutiond way to achievetherightsof the Ezhavas, followed
apolicy of petitions, prayersand representationsto the authorities. The SN.D.PYogam
eventualy becamethe community’smouthpiece.

Thefounding fathers of the Yogam realised that the miserablel ot of the community
could beimproved only through itsreform. Sothey gavefirgt preferenceto socid reforms.
They fought against the conservatism and orthodoxy of the upper caste Hinduson theone
hand and battled against the sametraits of the Ezhavacommunity on the other. These
reformist activities helped the Ezhavas to achieve strength and solidarity. By the
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commencement of the public activitiesof the Yogam, position of the Ezhavacommunity
wassocialy, economically and educationaly backward. Theidentified adversariesof the
community wereignorance, illiteracy, superstition, conservatism and orthodoxy. So, inits
early years, the S.N.D.P. Yogam concentrated its attention on the abolition of these socia
disabilitiesand makesevery effort for theeducationa advancement of thecommunity. The
activitiesof the Yogaminthereligious, social, economic, educational and employment
fieldsbenefited the Ezhavacommunity much, and the causes of their backwardnessin
thesefieldsweregradually removed one by one.

Yogam for Religious Reformation

Theearliest endeavor of the Yogam wasto eradicate thereligiousdisabilities of the
Ezhavas. Fortheremovad of theevil practicesand superdtitious customsthe Yogam prepared
anagendaof activitiesthat included consecration of new templesand ashrams, demolition
of traditional templeshaving theworship of inferior deitiesand spirits, discontinuance of
anima sacrificeand devil dance, abolition of thesinging of obscene songsin sometemples,
etc., because it was partly on the basis of religious worship and customs that led to
degradation and stagnancy of the Ezhavaand the high castes uphold superiority over the
lower castes. The Yogam under the guidance of Narayana Guru focussed itsattention first
on having templesthrown open for Ezhavasall over Keralaasthe Hindu templeswere
inaccessibleto the Ezhavas and other backward classes. Vidlating thetradition and practice,
customand convention, NarayanaGuru went ahead ingtalling idolsin templeswhichwere
themonopoly of theBrahmins.'” Sree Narayana Guru set off thereligiousreformation of
theEzhavasasafirst septowardssocia transformation and the Yogam inspired the people
to construct more templeswith superior Gods and gave propagandato the activities of
NarayanaGuru. Recordssuggest that it wasafter receiving permissionfromthegovernment
for the erection of aplace of worship to the Ezhavas,*® Guru and the Yogam constructed
temples. Accordingly, alarge number of templeswere constructed al over Kerala.

At certain occas onsthe Ezhavas were rel uctant to admit the Pulayas and other low
castestotheir temples. NarayanaGuru wanted to admit al classesof peopleinthetemples
consecrated by him. Hebdlieved inthe oneness of mankind and disregarded the differences
between castes. Thedenid of admission of non-caste Hindusto savarna temples, andthe
Injusticesand inequalitiesin the name of religion, prompted him to consecrate temples.
But, itissurprising and distressing to know that in some placesthe Ezhavas objected to
admittotheir templesthose castesthat wereinferior tothem. Thisattitude of the conservetive
Ezhavasdissatisfied NarayanaGuru. According to the advices of NarayanaGuru, the 21
annual general meeting of the S.N.D.P. Yogam unanimously passed aresolutionto give
admissionto all classes of Hindusto Ezhavatemples.’® Thus, gradually all temples of
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Ezhavaswere opened evento other rdigionistsa so. Thusthetempleinga lation movement
hel ped toincrease co-operation and love among peopl e, and feeling of equaity and self-
respect. Yogam a so sarted acrusade againgt superdtitions, irrationd practicesand traditions
whichwereeating into thevita sof thecommunity.

In addition to consecrating temples, to the advice of Narayana Guru to foster the
religiousconsciousness of the Ezhavas, the Yogam sent €l oquent preachersthroughout the
land. TheYogamdsotriedto abolishthecrud practiceof anima sacrificein Ezhavatemples,
and encouraged satwik form of worship. Narayana Guru had aready stopped the practice
in most of the Ezhavatemples. Thus, owing to the activities of Narayana Guru and the
S.N.D.P. Yogam, the Ezhavas cameto have their own templeswith Ezhava priests, in
whichthey could worship the deitiesmonopolisedtill then by casteHindus. Thus, religious
practiceswererationalised and liberated from the Brahmin domination. Thesereligious
reform measures of the S.N.D.P. Yogam culminated in the templ e entry movement and
finally Temple Entry Proclamation of 1936.

S.N.D.P. Yogam for Social Reforms

Inthecourse of socia reformthe S.N.D.P. Yogam have noteworthy achievements.
Yogam raised voiceagaing thecustomary rdligiousritualsand ceremoniesprevaent among
the Ezhavas. The Yogam continued the crusade started by the Guru against supertitions,
irrational customs, and expensive ceremonies, asthey led to the economic decay of the
community. Inthevery next year after thefounding of the Yogam, Kumaran Asanwrotein
the Vivekodayam about the senselessness of the unwanted customs like,
Talikettukalayanam, pulikudi, thirandukuli, etc., and explicated the need to throw away
these customsfrom the community.® He even sent privatel ettersto prominent Ezhavas
advising to stop these customary practices. At Karumkulam near Neyyattinkaran, Guru
directly involved and obstructed atalikettu kal ayanamand declared that he had obstructed
talikettu kalayanam and stopped this practice in the community for ever.? At the 6"
annua genera meeting of the Yogam, it wasresolved unanimously to replacethe practice
of Talikettu kalyanam, with the new marriage system introduced by Narayana Guru.
Thiswas published through Vivekodayam, and Kumaran in the editorial to thisjournal
stated that one of theimportant aimsof the S.N.D.P. Yogam wasto introduce and spread
the new marriage system among the Ezhavas.? Yogam decided to register dl marriagesof
the Ezhavasin theregister kept inthe Yogam office.

To make people aware of the aims and activities of the Yogam and of the
meaninglessness of many age-old ceremonies, e oquent oratorsincluding sanyasinswere
appointed by the Yogam to organize meetings at least oncein every month eveninthe
remoteareasof thevillages.? They worked among the masses and propagated thefutility
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of these customsand ceremonies and advocated them to thrown away these uncivilized
practices. On account of the relentless work of the Yogam, many outdated
practices connected with puberty, marriage, pregnancy, birth, death, etc., were abolished
and all expensivesocia customsweregiven up. Thesereformsof the S.N.D.P. Yogam
raised the socia position of the Ezhavas and brought many economic advantagesto the
community.

S.N.D.P. Yogam for the Economic Advancement of the Ezhavas

Another field of activity that SN.D.P. Yogam gavealead i sthe economic advancement
and prosperity of the community. From the beginning the Yogam did its best to promote
thefinancial potency of the Ezhavas. Yogam did itsbest to improve and encouragethe
agricultura andindustrial pursuitsof thecommunity asthemgjority of the Ezhavaswere
engaged inagricultureandindustrid activities. In January 1905 the Yogam, dong with the
second annud generd mesting, successfully conducted anAll Indialndustrid and Agriculturd
exhibition at Quilon.?* Along with the 4™ annua genera meeting of the Yogam at Kannur
also, anindustrid and agricultura exhibitionwas conducted whichwasthefirst of itskind
in Keralaand earned al-Indiaattention of the public aswell asthe government. These
exhibitionsbrought about atir in the community. Foll owing the exhibition people showed
anenthusiagticinterest inindustry and trade. L eadersof the Yogam repeatedly stressed
that thereal prosperity of the Ezhavas depended on industrial progress, as majority of
them wereengaged inindustrieslike coir making, weaving, etc. So the Yogam considered
it asone of itsobjectivesto promote handicraftsamong the Ezhavas.?® With theunfailing
support from the Yogam, some mills, factoriesand minor industrial concerns had been
established by themembersof the Ezhavacommunity indifferent partsof Kerda, especidly
in Travancoreby 1914. Ontheway to make people more self-sufficient infinancia metters,
Chit Fundinstitutionswere also started. All these activities of the'Yogam brought about
economic progressto thecommunity.

Yogam for Legislative Representation

Another S gnificant achievement of the Yogam wasin thefield of representationinthe
statelegidature. Though alegidative body wasformed in Travancorein 1888, even a
singlemember from the Ezhavacommunity waselectedintoit. Thereformed legidature,
Sri Moolam Popular Assembly, had itsfirst meeting in October 22, 1904 and therewasno
representation to the S.N.D.P. Yogam. Therewerethree Ezhavamembersintheassembly,
but werethe nominated representatives of thejanmies. S.N.D.P. madearepresentation
againgt this and Kumaran Asan wrote in Vivekodayam against the decision of the
government regarding the avoi dance of representation to the' Yogam. This madeimpact
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and the government sought the Yogam to nominate amember asarepresentative of the
Yogam.?” Thus, Kumaran Asan was nominated to the Sree M oolam Popular Assembly as
amember of the Ezhavacommunity in 1905, inthevery second year of the establishment
of theAssembly.?®

In the long history of the Assembly from 1888 to 1932 many members from the
community got represented inthe Assembly, but al of them wereeither nominated by the
government or by the S.N.D.P. Yogam. Not even asingle member could be elected from
the Ezhavacommunity. Between 1921 and 1932 though property owned Ezhavas had
voting rightsno Ezhavacandidate could win the e ectionsdespite thefact that the candidates
werevery prominent Ezhavaslike Kumaran Asan, N. Kumaran and others.® It wasmainly
because of the system of voting rights, which wasbased on property qualifications. The
Nairscontinued to bethe mgjority inthe Assembly asthey werethelargest land owners
and largest land tax payersof the state. Thusthe Yogam asked the government to reserve
seatsfor the Ezhavacommunity inthe Legidature, abalition of property qualification and
introducing adult franchise. But the government turned their earsclosed. 1n 1928, the
Yogam submitted amemorandum to the Simon Commission requesting for adult Franchise
and communal reservation.® Followingthelegidativereformsin Travancorein 1932, a
bi-cameral legidaturewas created and the S.N.D.P. Yogam raised itsvoi ceto get adequate
representationinthelegidature. But the demandswereturned down by thegovernment. It
was against thisbackground they began to turn against the government along with the
Chrigiansand Mudims.

Therewere some practical difficultiestothe S.N.D.P. Yogam to take up any open
political agitations. Sothe annual meeting of the' Yogam decided to form aseparatepolitica
association to take the lead to demand communal representation to the Ezhavas. By
declaring nodliancewiththe Yogam, apolitical association of the Ezhavas® EzhavaRadhtriya
Sabha” wasformed in 1932.3! They joined handswith the Christiansand Muslimsand
formed the Joint Political Congress. The* Joint Political Congress’ led aseriousagitation
against the government and the Srkar took serious stepsto suppressthe movement. The
three communities decided to boycott the elections to the legidature. It isknown in
Travancore history as Nivarthana Praskhobham or the Abstention Movement. On 17"
August 1936, the government i ssued apress communi qué conceding aspecific number of
seatsto the Ezhavas, Mudimsand Christian communities.® Accordingly eight seatsinthe
lower house, Sri Moolam Assembly, and two seatsin the upper house, Sri ChithraState
Council werereserved for the Ezhavas. Inthe 1937 dections, the candidates of the SN.D.P.
Yogam contested and secured all the eight plustwo seatsand for thefirst time el ected
Ezhavamembers entered the L egidative body.* Thustherolesof SN.D.P. Yogamin
securing political aswell aslegidativerightsweresupremely important.
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Yogam for Freedom of Movement

Evenintheearly 20th century, freedom of movement of the Ezhavasand other low
casteswaslimited dueto the customary observance of untouchability and ungpproachability.
Eventhoughin 1870itsdlf, through aproclamation, theright of the Ezhavasand other low
castestowalk along public roadswasallowed and al theroadsdesignateas* public’ were
thrown opentodl classesof people* the officid s cared to takethetroubleat enforcing the
rule. Though the accessto public roadswas permitted to all castes, thelow castesdid not
get the result asmost of the roads were near to temples or high caste settlements. The
upper caste Hindus put up sign boards, tindal palakas, prohibiting the avarnas from
entering the gpproach roads.* A number of representationswere madeby Ezhavamembers
about theremovad of signboardsprohibiting the movement of Ezhavasand other low castes.
Kumaran Asan drew theattention of the government to these evilsand referred to roadsin
Vakom, Tirunakkaraand afew other places and demanded theremoval of prohibition
boards placed near thesetempl es.® Through specific petitionsin the assembly Asan made
concerted effortsto convincethe government the necessity of removing theban ontheuse
of publicroads. But the government wasreluctant to remove these prohibitory boards.
Even though the Dewan agreed to open roadsaround thetemplesto all castes, it wasonly
by 1927 that public roadswere opened to all in responseto the statewide agitationsin
severd placeslaunched under theleadership of T.K. Madhavan.®

It waswith thecoming of T.K. Madhavan, S.N.D.P. Yogam becamereactive, strong
and more powerful. Hetransformed the Yogam fromasocia organisation of the Ezhavas
to amassorganisation to fight for human rights. On May 1920, the annua meeting of the
S.N.D.P. Yogam passed aresol ution proposed by T.K. Madhavan to ask the government
togrant toal Hindus, irrespective of cagte, entry into public temples.® Inthenext year the
Yogam passed another resolution that “ none of the Ezhavas would co-operate in any
manner till theright of entry isgranted, with thosetempleswhereit isnot offered now” .*
Thisdecision of the Yogam serioudy affected theincome of the Devaswom or high caste
temples. Following thistwo Ezhavas made an attempt to enter thetempl e at Kadakkavoor.
The court punished them for polluting thetemple premises.® 1n 1924, an agitation called
the Vaikkam Satyagrahawas started by the S.N.D.P. activist —cum — Congress activist
T.K. Madhavan for securing thefreedom of movement a ong the public roadswhichwere
constructed with public revenue. After 20 months of agitations, the sathyagraha was
called off in 1925, and opened the roads around the Vaikom templesto al castes.

Conclusion

Thefirst and foremost achievement of the Yogam wasthefusion of varioussub castes
of thecommunity. It created circumstancesfor ama gamation within astate-wide caste of
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hitherto endogamousregional groups such asthe Ezhavas, Chovansand Tiyyasand also
for the articulation and projection of an essentialised collectiveidentity. SN.D.Pactivities,
whether centred on NarayanaGuru’s cult or militant actionsin defence of Ezhavarights,
are public arenasthrough which attempts are madeto construct asdominant and to project
acollective casteidentity embodied in the orthopraxis of community leaders.** Withthe
fusion of sub-castes the Ezhava community increased its strength and unprecedented
interna cohesion. Thenewly achieved solidarity embol dened them to demand proportionate
representation in the public service and in the state Legidature as well.*? With the
growth of Ezhavamiddledassesand intengfying politicisation of Ezhavalabourers, economic
disparities led to the emergence of class consciousness identities and alliance with
larger social groups, partly objectified through allegiance to trade unionsand political

parties.

Yogam madeeffortsintwo directionsto achieve socia mobility to the Ezhavas. On
the one hand, it exerted pressure on the government to attain civic rights. The Yogam
succeeded in achieving rightsto education and employment, representationinthe Legidaive
Assembly and L egidative Council, and such other governing bodies. Onthe other hand,
the Yogam made eff ortsto improve the social position of the Ezhavasthrough internal
reformsby removing caste sub-divisons, supertitionsand obnoxious practi ces, obsol escent
marriage customsetc. The'Yogam worked for 36 yearsto removethindal from schools,
public places, temples, public servicesand from other governmental bodies. Themovement
for the abolition of untouchability and unapproachability culminating in the Vaikom
satyagraha forced the Travancore Government to grant freedom of movement and freedom
of worshiptothelower castes. Theactivitiesof the Yogam increased their self-confidence
and sdlf-respect. The Ezhavacommunity got redressed most of their disabilitiesduetothe
effortsof the Guru and the Yogam and the paved theway for social, economic and cultura
advancement of thecommunity. Yogam wastriumphant iningtilling self-confidenceand
self-respect among the Ezhavas. It succeeded in removing their sense of backwardness,
and encouraged themtorevolt againg theinjustice, which they faced. The Ezhavacommunity
thus became aforcein Kerala society even during the first phase of the Yogam. Even
beforethe achievement of independence, itsactivitiescould lift the community from the
trench of untouchability and unapproachability, and paved theway for its betterment.
Nowherein theworld hasacommunity made such atremendous progressin so short a
period asthe Ezhavas have madein Keralathrough the SN.D.P. Yogam.
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FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT AND HIGHER
EDUCATION-ASTATUSANALYSS
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Abstract

Acquisition of knowledge is a requirement of every developing nation for attaining
economic stability.Regarding higher education sector, as per statistics total number of
students enrolled in Indian universities and colleges (formal system) was about 265.85
Lakhs during the last financial year i.e. 2014 -2015. Considering the available statistics
India comes behind USA and China in terms of student’s enrolment. Even though there
was a significant growth in student enrolment in higher education system especially
during last decade the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education in India is
still about two third the world average GER (30%).The targeted GER in higher education
was fixed at 15% by the end of 2012 and we were able to attain only 12.4% by the end
of 2012. The Ministry of Human Resource Development is targeting to attain the same
to 30% by 2020. For attaining this target we need to have at leastdoubled the
universities and colleges which are being operating now. For establishing this much
colleges and universities huge fund is required. Even though government (UGC)has
released an amount of Rs. 9714.55 Crores in 2014-2015 for higher education, this
fund is not sufficient for establishing new universities and colleges when compared to
our requirement of about 85 Billion USD. In order to overcome this, government has
either the option to go for spreading education through private sector or to encourage
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in the field of Higher Education.

Keywords: FDI, Higher Education, Gross Enrolment Ratio, University Budget
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I ntroduction

Knowledgeof itsindividuasisthe greatest power of acountry. Thisknowledgeis
also the base of economic stability of anation. This knowledge can be imparted only
through aquality international standard higher education system. Knowing this, Indiais
also having ahigher education system. In the past, education wasimparted to the society
by government only and the samewas considered asocial service. All theuniversitiesand
collegesweredirectly under government control. Thisgradually changed duetothevast
requirement of education for the sustainabl e economic devel opment and there by paving
path for becoming adevel oped nation. But themajor congtraint for the ssmewasthe huge
fundsrequired for providing quality based higher education. In order to overcomethis
constraint government has decided toimpart higher education through private sector a so.
But eventhough private sector cametothefield, till now the gap between the requirement
and present situation (demand and supply) isso wide and thiswidth increases over the
years. Asper stati stics even though the number of universitieshasincreased and also the
total student enrolment has al so become doubled, but even then the government isnot able
to providequality higher educationto al section of society. Mgority of theuniversitiesand
collegesdoesn’'t have eventhebasicinfrastructurefacilities. Moreover lack of adequate
coursesinvariousfieldsi.e. highinfrastructure necessitated coursesarenotin India. Asa
result many studentsgo abroad for doing their higher studies. Thisoutflow of studentshas
created ahuge cash outflow to foreign countries. The affordability of theseforeign courses
can bemet only by higher classcommunity and not to middlie or lower classsociety.

These all factors made government to think of other alternatives so asto provide
quality higher education to all segment of society. Thisthinking finally gaveriseto anew
concept named “ Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in Higher Education”. At earlier stages
government thought of restricting theinvestmentsinvariousfieds. Butin 2007 government
realized thefact that amgor fund isflowing outside through the studentswho are going
abroad for higher studies. In thiscircumstance government came up with aproposal of
allowing 100% foreign direct investment in higher education sector. Eventhough 100%
foreign direct investment was encouraged according to present statisticsonly 0.45% of
total foreign direct investment inflow hasonly cameto Indiafrom April 2000 to June 2015.
Thisisredly anaarming situation. The main reason for thislessinvestment isdueto the
stringent rulesand regulationswhich areprevailing inthefield of foreign direct investment
inIndia

According to Mr. Kapil Sibal, who was the former Hon’ bleMinister for Human
Resource Devel opment, Indianeeds 1000 more universitiesand 50,000 more collegesin
order to attain the targeted Gross Enrolment Ration (GER) of 30%by 2020. Thistarget
canonly beachieved by increasing Foreign Direct Investment in higher education sector.
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Inorder to achieve more Foreign Direct Investment in higher education sector, weneed to
loosen our existing rulesand regul ationswithout affecting qudity inthefield. So by attaining
an increased foreign direct investment, we can reduce the cash outflow and also this
investment may lead to quaity higher education and will helpto attain thetargeted GER of
30% by 2020 and there by full fill the dream of becoming an economic and technol ogical
Stablenation.

Objectives
1. Tostudy thescopeof Foreign Direct Investment inthefield of Higher educationin
India

2. Tosudy the present statusof Foreign Direct Investment in Indiain Higher education
Sector.

3. To study the advantages, disadvantages of Foreign Direct Investment in Higher
Educationinindia

M ethodology

Secondary dataaoneis collected from books, journals, research articles, annual
reports and websites has been used for the study.

Higher Education

Intermsof level, higher education includes collegesand university teaching, learning
towardsstudent’ s progressto attain higher educational qualification. Thisimpartsindepth
knowledge and understanding various aspects of asubject which advancethe studentsto
new knowledgein different walksof life.

Higher Education in India — Present Scenario

India'shigher education systemisoneof thelargest intheworld. Themain highlighted
aspect of Indian higher education istheincreasein number of universities, collegesand
student enrolment.

a. Institutions

There has been adrastic increase in the number of collegesand universities after
independence. Presently there are 711 universities and 40,760 colleges in the higher
education sector compared to 20 & 500 respectively at thetime of independence. Soitis
seen that there hasbeen anincrease of 40timesin caseof universitiesand 82 timesin case
of collegesafter independence. Table: 1 givesthe present satusof Universities/ educationa
Indtitutions.
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Table. 1 - List of Universities / Educational Institutions

No of Universities / Institutions
Institutional
# 2007- | 2008- | 2009- | 2010- | 2011- | 2012- | 2013- | 2014-

Category

2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015
I | Central Universities | 24 40 40 43 44 44 45 46
2 | State Universities 251 | 268 | 243 | 265 | 286 | 281 | 313 | 329
3 | State Private

53 80 1L It 175 | 205

Universities
# | Deemed to be 03 | 125 | 130 | 130|129 | 129 | 129 | 128
Universities
5 | Institutes of
National 33 33 33 45
importance
6 | Institutions
Established under
State Legislature J s g g 4 ) ) )
Act
7 | Total Colleges 20,677 | 22,064 | 25,951 | 32,964 | 35,539 | 37,204 | 39,671 | 40,760
TOTAL 21,093 | 22,535 | 26,455 | 33,591 | 36,113 | 37,813 | 40,337 | 41,471

Source: Ministry of HRD, Annua Reports from 2007 to 015. Inclusive and Qualitative Expansion of Higher
Education 12" Five Year Plan, 2012-2017, Chapter No: 1, Page No: 09.

From, Table. 1itisseenthat thetotal number of university level ingtitutionsincreased
by 96.50% in 2015 when compared to 2007.

b. Sudents Enrolment

Asper available gatisticsthetotal number of studentsenrolledintheuniversitiesand
colleges(formal system) wasabout 26,585 millionin 2014-2015. Thisisactudly 11.87%
higher when compared to previousyear 2013-2014. Table. 2 givesthe status of student
enrolment.
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Table. 2 - All India growth of Sudent Enrolment

- Year Total Enrolment I;crzz;elsgeygl:e Percentage
[l 2007-2008 14400381 131307 94

20 2008-2009 15708417 13,68,036 9.3

30 2009-2010 17243352 1474935 94
412010011 1,86,70,030 1426,69% 83

S| 201012 L03.274T8 16,7428 89

6 20122003 2,302,938 1975460 9.7

T 132014 2,37,64.960 1462012 6.0

81 2014-2015 26585437 B20477 1187

Source: Ministry of HRD, Annual Report 2014-2015.

From, Table. 2itisseen that the percentage of student enrolment increased to 9.7%
from 8.9% in 2012-2013, but the same decreased to 6.6% during 2013-2014.

Gross Enrolment Ration (GER)

Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) isamethod used to estimate the extent of accessto
higher education. It measuresthe access|evel by taking theratio of personsinall age
group enrolled invarious programmesto total populationin age group of 1810 23.

Even though therewas asignificant growth in student enrolment in higher education
system, especidly during last decade, the GER in higher educationinindiaisstill about two
third theworld average GER (30%)and lower than that of nationslike USA (34%) and
China (28%) and onethird that of the countrieslike united kingdom (59%) and Japan
(55%). Thesedataavailableare being debated at various sections.

Thetargeted GER in higher education wasfixed at 15% by theend of 2012 and we
were ableto achieve only 12.4% by the end of 2012. As per present statisticswe have
achieved20% by 2015. The Ministry of Human Resource Development istargeting to
attain 30% growth in GER by 2020.
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Agencies of Higher Education

InIndiatheuniversity systemfalswithin thejurisdiction of the University Grants
Commission (UGC). All the professiond ingtitutions are coordinated by different bodies.
TheAll IndiaCouncil for Technical Educeation (AICTE) isresponsiblefor coordination of
technical and management educationingitutions. Certain other statutory bodieslikeMedical
Council of India(MCI), the Homeopathy Central Council, the Indian Council of Medica
Research (ICMR), Indian Nursing Council, the Dental Council, the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR), etc are also predominant. Thereisyet another type of
coordinating agency called Association of Indian Universities (AlU), whichwasearlier
knownasInter-Universty Board of India. All theuniversitiesand other equivaent ingtitutions
of higher education arethe membersof AlU. TheAlU hasno executive powers, but plays
animportant role asan agency of dissemination of information and asan advisor both to
thegovernment and/or UGC and universities.

Budget

Table.3 showsthegenera plan budget of University Grants Commissionfrom 2007
-2014, whichisdistributed under thefollowing elght broad sectors.

Fromthedatait isinterpreted that major fundsarealocated for Enhancing aggregate
access, Equity, Quality and Excellencei.e. 90.85% from 2007 to 2014. From the sameit
isclear that UGCismainly concerned with expansion, equity and excellence by increasing
GER, reducing the gap between the upper and educationally backward classesand also
by imparting quality internationa higher education.

Foreign Direct Investment

Accordingto TheInternational Monetary Fund definesforeign direct investment as
aninvestment that allowsan investor to have asignificant voi cein the management of an
enterprise operating outside theinvestors own country. In another senseforeign direct
investment isadirect investment into production or businessin acountry by acompany
from another country, either by buying acompany inthetarget country or by expanding
operationsof anexigting businessinthat country. Foreign Direct Investment usudly involves
participation in management, joint-venture, transfer of technology and expertise.

M ethods

A Foreign Direct Investor may enter into an economy through any of thefollowing
methods:
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Table.3 - Budget of University Grant Commission — 2007 to 2014
Allocation Avera
%
2007- | 2008- | 2009. | 2010- | 2011- 2013- | 57
, f
# Sector 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 z‘ff;iln 2014 a“zcat
(In (In (In (In (In Crores (In jon
Crores) | Crores) | Crores) | Crores) | Crores) Crores)
1 | Enhancing
Aggregate 1109.10 | 2350.75 | 2654.66 | 3573.00 | 3480.17 | 3930.81 | 3805.97 | 74.18
Access
2 | Equity 92.00 | 295.64 | 243.34 | 226.00 | 147.47 | 141.22 49.20 4.24
3 | Quality and 247.90 | 242.46 | 32450 | 425.50 | 793.90 | 809.26 | 65895 | 12.43
Excellence
4 | Research 67.50 122.11 72.00 73.50 124.57 | 27234 | 312.79 | 3.71
Relevance and
Value Based 4027 | 59.02 | 39.00 | 30.00 | 6894 26.03 5.99 0.96
Education
6 | ICT Integration 32.00 | 62.51 53.95 | 36.00 | 87.55 122.88 0.00 1.40
7 | Governance and
Efficiency 59.00 4.14 18.50 18.00 6.61 4.85 3.48 0.41
Improvement
8 | Others (New
Schemes and
Committed 157.33 | 29.31 34.00 8.00 12.22 - 511.87 | 2.67
liability of X
Plan
TOTAL 1805.10 | 3165.94 | 3439.95 | 4390.00 | 4721.43 | 5307.39 | 5348.25 | 100.00

Source: Ministry of HRD, Annual Report 2007 to 2015.

4.

By establishing afully owned company or itssubgdiary anywhereinforeign countries.
Sometimes he can acquire sharesin an associated firm or enterprises.
Sometimes he can enter through merger or an acquisition of an unrelated firm or

enterprises.

Sometimeswith an equity joint venturewith another investor, firm or enterprises.

Foreign Direct Investment in India

Foreign Direct Investment wasintroduced in 1991 as Foreign Exchange M anagement
Act (FEMA), but till the path of the samehasnot been cleared. Thisisdueto the stringent
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rulesand regulationsexistingin India. Asper United Nations Conference on TradeAnd
Development (UNCTAD) survey, Indiawasthe second most foreign direct investment
destination for transnationa corporationsduring 2010-2012, thefirst being China. Asper
the available data the sections that attracted inflow were service sector, construction
development and computer software and hardware and telecommunication. Asper data
Mauritius, Singapore,United Kingdom, Japan and Netherlandswere among the leading
sourcesof Foreign Direct nvestment.

On September 14" 2012 Government of Indiaallowed foreign direct investmentin
aviation up to 49%, in the broadcast sector up to 74%, multi brand retail upto 51%andin
singlebrand retail upto 100%. In caseif in higher educational sector 100% foreign direct
investment hasbeen dlowed by thegovernment it isexpected to provide significant benefits
to Indian students and thereby overall national improvement towards the dream of a
devel oped nation. Even though many foreigninstitutionsand universities have expressed
interest in Indian market, but all are concerned about the stringent rulesand regul ations
prevailing intheeducation sector in Indiawhen compared to other sectors.

Foreign Direct Investment in — Statistics

Table. 4- Foreign Direct Investment — Total Inflow
from April 2005 to June 2015

. . . Total Foreign Direct o growth over
# Financial Year (April — March) Investment Flows previous year (in
USD million)
1 2005 — 2006 8,961 -
2 2006 —2007 22,826 +155%
3 2007 — 2008 34,843 +53%
4 2008 — 2009 41,873 +20%
5 2009 —2010 37,745 -10%
6 2010-2011 34,847 -08%
7 2011 -2012 46,556 +34%
8 2012-2013 34,298 -26%
9 2013-2014 36,046 +5%
10 2014-2015 44,291 +23%
11 2015-2016 (till June 2015) 12,362

Source: http://dipp.nic.in/English/Publications/FDI_Satistics’2012/india_FDI_June2015.pdf
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According to available datathe cumul ative amount of foreign direct investment flow
into Indiafromtheyear April 2000 to June 2015is3,80,215 million USD and cumulative
amount of equity inflowsis2,58,020 million USD. Out of this, 44,291 millionUSD is
contributed by 2014-2015 financial year i.e. 11.64% of theentire equity inflow isbeing
contributed by 2014-2015.

From, Table. 4 it isseen that there hasbeen anincrease of 23% intotal FDI flowsin
2014-2015 when compared to 2013-2014.

Table. 5 - Foreign Direct Investment — Total Equity Inflow
from April 2005 to June 2015

. . . Total Foreign Direct % growth over

# Financial Year (April — March) Investment Flows previous year (in USD
million)

1 2005 — 2006 5,540

2 2006 — 2007 12,492 +125%

3 2007 — 2008 24,575 +97%

4 2008 — 2009 31,396 +28%

5 2009 - 2010 25,834 -18%

6 2010 -2011 21,383 -17%

7 2011 -2012 35,121 +64%

8 2012-2013 22,423 -36%

9 2013-2014 24,299 +8%

10 2014-2015 30,931 +27%

11 2015-2016 (till June 2015) 9,508

Source: http://dipp.nic.in/English/Publications/FDI_Satistics/2012/india_FDI_June2015.pdf

From, Table. 5itisseenthat there hasbeen anincrease of 27% intota equity inflow
in 2014-2015 when compared to 2013-2014.
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Table. 6 - Foreign Direct Investment — Total Equity Inflow
from April 2011 to June 2015 - Country Wise

2015- % total
Count 2011 - 2012- | 2013— | 2014— | 2016 (till | inflow (in
untry 2012 2013 2014 2015 June USD
2015) million)
Mauritius 9,942 9,497 4,859 9,030 2,089 35%
Singapore 5,257 2,308 5,985 6,742 3,673 14%
UK 7,874 1,080 3,215 1,447 119 9%
Japan 2,972 2,237 1,718 2,084 459 7%
Netherlands 1,409 1,856 2,270 3,436 652 6%
Total FDI Inflow | 35,121 22423 | 24299 | 30,931 9,508

Source: http://dipp.nic.in/English/Publications/FDI_Statistics/2012/india_FDI_June2015.pdf

e Inflow of top 5countrieshasbeen taken, but thetotal isconsder ed considering
all countries.

From, Table. 6 it is seen that Mauritius, Singapore, United Kingdom, Japan and
Netherlandsare among theleading sources of Foreign Direct Investment in India.

Table. 7 - Foreign Direct Investment — Total Equity Inflow
from 2012 to 2015- Sector Wise

2015 | Cumulative |
2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2016 | Inflows l/;’lit]‘(’)tvtl
Sector - - - - (G April 2000 (in USD
2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | June | _june | poio
2015) 2015)
Service Sector 5,216 | 4,833 | 2,225 | 3,253 | 636 43,350 17%
Construction Development 3,141 | 1,332 | 1,226 | 758 34 24,098 9%
Computer  Software and | 796 | 486 | 1,126 | 2,200 | 2,556 17,575 7%
Hardware
Telecommunications 1,997 | 304 | 1,307 | 2,895 395 17,453 7%
Automobile Industry 923 | 1,537 | 1,517 | 2,570 | 1,094 13,477 5%
Education 1171.10 0.45%

Source: http://dipp.nic.in/English/Publications/FDI_Satistics/2012/india_FDI_June2015.pdf
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From, Table. 7 itisseen that mgor sector contribution of FDI goesto service sector
and construction devel opment which contribute about 26% of thetotal equity inflow from
April 2011 - June 2015

Advantages-Why Foreign Direct Investment

a.  Neutralizing the fund requirement

Although government isproviding fundsin thefield of higher education, till now they
arenot ableto provide quality higher education. According to Mr. Kapil Sibal, Former
Minister for Human Resource Devel opment | ndianeed 1000 more universitiesand 50,000
more collegesin order to attain the targeted Gross Enrolment Ration (GER) of 30% by
2020. For establishing thismuch universitiesand collegeshugefund isrequired and the
sameshall be about 85 Billion USD. Asper present statisticsgovernment nor the private
sector will not be ableto providethismuch funds. If government istrying for the same
thereisachancethat other fieldswhich require government interventionsmay suffer. This
hugefund required for increasing the GER can only berai sed through opening the door of
Foreign Direct Investment in higher education sector.

b. For improving quality standards

Eventhough weare having many universitiesand collegeswe are presently not able
to provide quality higher education of highinternational standards. Presently only aminor
segment of students, universitiesand colleges can competeinthegloba market, especially
inthefield of Engineering and Medicine. Moreover our present education systemisbased
on conventiona system and not related to I nternational Standard System which givesmore
preferenceto research and industries. So by alowing foreign direct investment wewill be
ableto provide quality, international standard research based youth so that the major
segment after our higher education will beableto competein globa market. Moreover the
studentswill comeindirect contactswith very good faculty competing to international
standards by introduction of foreign universitiesand collegesin India.

c. Reducing cash outflow and increasing cash inflow

InIndia, aremarkable quantum of studentsafter completing their graduation goes
abroad for their higher studies. Thisout flow of studentsincreasesthe cash outflow from
our country to foreign countries asthese students need to pay ahuge amount asfeesfor
their studies. So by theintroduction of foreign direct investment and allowing foreign
universitiesand ingtitutionsto start their campusin India, our studentswill ableto study
here cheaply (when compared to abroad) and acquire international standard quality
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educationin Indiaitself and also thereby increase cash flow and thereby add strength our
€conomy.

d. Improve existing educational system

Presently |esser competition exists between universitiesand colleges and there by
quality standardsare kept fixed and no growth isrecorded. If foreign ingtitution comesto
Indiatherewill arise acompetitive environment as many students will prefer foreign
universitiesto get higher quaity international education. So by thisin order to survive, the
quaity standardsof existing universitieswill automatically improve. Moreover by thiswe
can even attract studentsfrom other countriesto study herein India.

e. Reduce technological gap

Presently evenwith theimprovement of Informationin Communication Technology,
our studentsarefar behindin theknowledge of latest technological innovations. If foreign
direct investment isintroduced thistechnol ogical gap can be decreased to agreat extent.
The students shall be exposed to latest technological innovationsand shall be capabl e of

facingany chdlenges.

f. Increase in employment opportunities

Oneof themajor problemsIndiaisfacing now isthe unemployment. Thiscan be
reduced to agresat extent if weareintroducing foreign direct investment. By theintroduction
of foreign direct investment our studentsshall acquireinternational standardsand shal be
capableof working in multinationa companiesand thereby reduce unemploymentinindia

Drawbacks — Foreign Direct |nvestment

1. Themandrawback istheintegrity of foreign universitiesand collegesand their courses
inindia

2. If aproper careisnot taken thereis a chance that these foreign universities and
collegesmay mid ead the studentsby starting courseswhich areeven not gpprovedin
their own country and a so make animpression of providersof quality education by
Setting up very good infrastructurefacility only.

3. Some universities may even start courses which are of no use for students or
government.

4. Someimesfakeuniverstiesmay ariseby foreigndirect invesment. Sothismay become
aheadacheto the government, asthey alwaysneed to have aclose watch on each
andevery onewhoisinvestinginthisfiedinIndia
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Students aways heed to have acheck whether the university or collegewhich heis
seeking knowledgeisapproved or not.

Earlier education was considered aservice but due to the introduction of foreign
direct investment the sector will get commercialized and so that profit motive may
dominatefor higher demand concern.

Someuniverstiesmay makecollaborationwith certain exigting universtiesand colleges
inIndia, and they shall provide education for oneor two year in Indiaand thereafter
intheir home country. Thiswill not create any cashinflow but create cash outflow
only.

Foreign Educational Institutions Bill

In order to cater the huge fund requirement in thefield of education government of

Indiahasallowed 100% foreign direct investment in higher education through automatic
routein India.

For dlowingforeigndirect investment in higher education government of Indiagpproved

abill named “Foreign Educational IntitutionsBill” inthe parliament on 15" March 2010.
Themainfeaturesof thebill areasfollows:

1.

Firgt the Indian government hasto confirm foreigningtitutions as Foreign Education
Provider (FEP) before he can impart educationto studentsin India.

Theforeigningtitutionshaveto maintainacorpusfund at least of 2000 million Indian
rupees.

Theguidelinesof University Grants Commissionwill be extended to theseforeign
ingtitutionsi.e. for quality of education, curriculum, method of imparting education
and thefaculty employed.

Foreign education providers will not be allowed to utilize more than 70% of the
income derived for the development of their ingtitutionsin Indiaand balance 30%
shall bekept ascorpus of fund.

Eachforeigninstitute hasto providefull detailsof their course and relevant datato
students beforethey are admitted to their university or collegeand if any variation
from the sameisnoticed, penaty shall be charged and the same shall berefundedto
thestudents.

Theforeign education provider should have minimum 20 years of establishmentin
their parent country.
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Findings

1. Tota number of university level institutions increased by 96.5% in 2015 when
compared to 2007.

2. Student enrolment has increased to 11.87% in 2014- 2015 from 6.6% in 2013-
2014.

3. GrossEnrolment Ratio (GER) in higher educationin Indiaisstill about twothird the
world’'saverage of 30%.

4. Mgjor funds are allocated for Enhancing aggregate access, Equity, Quality and
Excellencei.e. 90.85% from 2007 to 2014 by University Grants Commission.

5. 11.64% of theentireequity inflow inforeigndirect investment from 2000to 2015is
being contributed by 2014-2015.

6. Therehasbeenanincreaseof 23%intotal FDI flowsin 2014-2015 when compared
to 2013-2014.

7. Therehasbeenanincreaseof 27%intota equity inflow in 2014-2015 when compared
to 2013-2014.

8. Mauritius, Singapore,United Kingdom, Japan, and Netherlands were among the
leading sourcesof Foreign Direct InvestmentinIndia

9. Mgor sector contribution of FDI goesto service sector and construction devel opment
which contribute about 26% of thetotal equity inflow from 2001-2015.

10. Only 0.45% of thetotal cashflow intermsof foreign direct investment iscoming to
education sector.

Suggestions for Foreign Direct Investment

Asper statisticswe seethat only 0.45% of thetotal cash flow intermsof foreign
direct investment iscoming to education sector. Thismay be dueto the prevailing stringent
rulesand regulationsin India. We cannot fully eliminate these rulesand regul ationsand
allow all to operatein educational sector asthe sameisasengtivefield. But on other side
we cannot ignore the huge requirement of knowledge requirement also. So certain
suggestionsaremadewhich canbe hel pful for increasing foreign direct invest in education
Sector.

InIndiapresently we have got certain regulatory bodieslike AICTE who regul ate
technical education sector, likewiseit issuggested that al foreign direct investment in
education sector shall be made under aregulatory body that will regulate, formulaterules
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and regulationswhich areflexiblein nature so that investment is attracted. Thisregulatory
body will giveapproval for foreign investmentsand a so control theentireactivitiesof the
universitiesand colleges established by themin India. Thissystem can be convenient to
studentsasthey can get admission through thisregul atory body and also get certificates
throughthemitsalf. Thefeestructure of the courses offered shall dso becontrolled by this
regulatory body. Thisprocess can also make studentsfrom foreign countriesto cometo
Indiaand have higher education here. Soin short aregulatory body that controlstheentire
foreign education sector can solvethe present problemsinthefield and canhelptoimprove
the educationa sectoria improvement and thereby increasetheinvestment ratein thefield
of education.

Conclusion

Indiabeing adevel oping country hasahuge requirement of quality higher education
to stabilizeitseconomic environment. For providing thisquality higher education enough
universitiesand collegesare required when compared to the present status. For catering
our requirement of universitiesand colleges, hugefund need to beraised. Being adevel oping
nation, government hasitsown limitationsto provide hugefundsfor higher education as
they need dsotolook into certain essentia sectorslikeunemployment, poverty eradication
etc. Sothehugefund required for the higher education sector can berai sed through foreign
investment inthefield. For the same government of Indiahasrai sed abill named* Foreign
Educationd IngtitutionsBill” which alows 100% foreign direct investment inthefield of
higher education. By thishill forelgn universitiesand collegescan set uptheir owningitutions
in Indiaand provide higher education. Foreign Direct Investment can cater our huge
requirement of higher education, improvequality standards, reduce cash outflow and thereby
attain economic stability. But100% foreign direct investment in education sector isnot
advisable. The government should conduct a detailed study, discussions etc before
implementing foregin direct investment in thefield of education, themostimportant service
Ssector.
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NEED TO GO INTERNATIONAL;
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO INDIAN
TRADITIONAL CLOTHING

* Joji Chandran **Reshmi Narayanan

Abstract

The paper touches upon taste and preferences of branded clothes among people
owing to the flood of new TV Programs that creates gleaming images of a customer
culture at odds with the realities of most Indian people. Advertisers in India are mainly
focusing on the people segment for continuous consumption of these products through
people icons among them in the fields of films, serials and sports. This segment
encourages them to act in a manner that this defines the beauty and identity. While a
fact is clear those Indian products represent culture and craft people strives to attain
foreign and branded clothes. Various online sites also promote and make easy access
on these goods resulting in reduction of handcrafted products. But it is also important
to be aware of our traditional and regional clothing to brand them and introduce them
in franchise so that it will help in societal and national growth.

Keywords. Brand, Segmentation, Consumer culture, Market accessihility

Introduction

Theobjectiveof thispaper ismainly focuseson peopleculturesin Indiaisupgrading
fashion and clothing with global trend Companiesare using this segment to hike profits.

* Associate Professor, Karunya University, Coimbatore
**  Research Scholar, Research and Development Centre, Bharathiyar University, Coimbatore
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People segment have higher accessibility than any other age groups and have amajor
influenceonfamily’spurchasing power. Themgor driving forcebehind thissweeping change
istheadvertising. Advertisement and TV showsmadethe segment think globally there by
react, learn, and behaveto alarge extent .On the other sde cultural and local marketing of
Indian goods havetremendousand adverse effect.

The peopleiconssuch asfilm actors, sports personsand celebrities create influence
among peoplethey urgeto attain these goodsto makeover themselves by creating self-
esteem and personality.When welook towards|ndian clothing and life stylemgor cities
likeGujarat, Keraaand Rg asthan hastaken into thisstudy. When study ismadein Gujarat
it wasvery shocking that most of the peopl e purchases around clothesfrom major brands
and spends about 10000 to 20000 rupees per month. Aswe all know the in states of
matter physical occupancy of aproduct isvery important. Product when take character
having two main Q'si.e. .Quality and Quantity Customer select aproduct according to
Q' swhichishighly worth. The Ultimate sati sfaction from aproduct can be attained by a
customer while owing a product before making a purchase. Thisis created through
developing ideas about product then collectsinformation on various productsof similar
prototypeafter making ajudgment on aparticular product consumption acomparisonwill
be made before and &fter, if an ana ogous nature between two customer satisfactionswill
be high .So such product will be designed in such away that customer preferencesare
considered.

When study continued to K eralathat major portion haseffect on internet and online
shopping habit and purchases clothes and rel ated items frequently and spendsonitems
Updateswith new fashion andtrends. Their day beginswithwatching TV, browsinginternets
and engaged in social networks. Thereisan untiring wish list of clothes, shoes, textile
productsof localy manufactured. The Rgasthan printed clothesand shoesaretill intrend
and society acceptsit and helpsto attain mgjor incomefrom it and helpsin Grossdomestic
product.

Inthis study researcher focuses on how to increase salesof local and hand crafted
textileindustry in Indiato an extent such that it will increase domestic and per capita
Incomeresultsin GDPgrowth of thecountry.

Objective

To study on need for Internalizerregional and traditional clothing of Indiato makeit
more approachabl e and people consume these products al ong with other international
brands by creating core competency. It al'so aims at generating per capitaincomethat
resultsin GDP growth.
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M ethodology

Thisstudy isexploratory in nature. The study coversthetraditional attiremakingin
various partsof Indialike Rgjasthan, Keralaand Gujarat. The basic dataneeded for the
study include primary and secondary data. The primary datais collected by way of
observation and conversationswith traditional weaversof Kerala, bandhini craftsmen of
Gujarat, and some Jaipur craftsmen. Secondary dataiscollected from studies, Organization
records, journals, brochures and websites.

The contributorsfor the growth of local textile brands sector are:
Increasein household consumption dueto risein per capitaincome
Improvement in standard of living, being theresult of demographical change
Changein pattern of consumption

Avallability of retail spacesandimproved infrastructurefacilities

Introducing Textilebrandsglobally

Increasethe sale of famoustextile productslike Bandini of Gujarat

© 00 A~ w DN PE

Introduction to Global Market

Indian Textileand Fashionindustry hasestablished globally. Though traditional and
regiond clothing’sarenot branded widely in such away that it reachesthe most important
segmentinIndia. Theresult of increasing exposureto global fashion and the economic
boom after the economic liberalisation can increase GDP of Indian economy. History of
clothinginIndia, datesback of ancienttimes, yet inanew industry, asit wasthetraditiona
Indian clothing’ swith regional variations, beit sari, ghagracholi or dhoti, that remained
popular till early decadesof post-independencelndia. A commonform of thelndian Textile
originatesfromthetraditional hand weaving. Rg asthan workson clothesconsists series of
sequinsand gold thread to attract customersand gpply astatement to the Indian community.
A famous|Indian fashiontrademark isembroidery, an art of sewing distinct thread patterns.
A way toincludethetraditional look and create anew statement includes embroidery
applied to different dresses, skirts, shirts, and pantsto reflect the western cultureinfluence
aswdl asincludethelndiantradition. . Thethread and mirror work in Gujarat hasastatement
intextilelndustry.

Thelnternationd clothinglikeH& M, LOUISVUITTON, CHANEL , MULBERRY,
ZARA, and MANGO their own retail outlets and keeps an identity that owes to the
purchaser. India brings out various brands still needs to improve on globa markets.
Concentration on I nternationa market should give parallel accessfor spreading Indian art
cultureto thewholeworld. Cash outflows can methere by equalized and opportunities
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grabbed in promoting such brandsinto internationa market. People segment lwayssearch
for new and variety productsit may lead to vanishing of traditional brands.

Perception to Adopt International Brands

Indian Society has adopting western culturesince 60'sand flourisheseasily to mind
set youngstersbut traditiona culturesand craftshave dow progressand many of themare
gtill un- noticed in thissector.

i.  Growthin Per-capitaincomefamily inurban sector
ii. Reach of peopleinworldwidethrough Internet
iii. Highquality and greater identity
iv. Globdization
i.. Loca brandsof low symbolic products
Vi. Increasein choiceand accepting trends
vii. Easy accessibility tomarkets
viii. Psychologica satisfaction
Consumers and Psychological Attachment towards Brands

Brandisatyrant; notyrant isgreater thanthat of Brand. Everyonetriestoimitatethe
latest Brands. The peoplespecialy are mad after it. They would not mind any expenditure
tobein Brand. They must havetheir clothes cut according to thelatest vogue, their hair
made up according to the latest style, evenif this placesaheavy burden ontheir parents.
Many of them redlize that aparticular Brand would soon passaway; even thenthey waste
their money over it. Costly articlesof dressare often discarded, only becausethe Brand
has passed away. Girls, specidly educated ones, aretheworst sinnersinthisrespect. They
arecrazy after thelatest prints, ornaments of the latest designs, and other beauty aids
which many happen to be popular at aparticular time. Often, theentirefamily hasto suffer
owingtotheir crazefor Brand. Many family discordsand quarrelsmay betraced tothis
tyrant.

Suchisthetyranny of Brand that the Brand-drunk do not even carefor their persona
convenience. Popular articlesof dressare often worn evenif they make bodily movement
difficult, and put thewearer to great hardship. Girlswear tight clothes, astight aspossible,
eventhoughthedressisentirely inconvenient. They are not move about in comfort, or to
attend to their house-hold work, but still tight dresses are worn because othersalso use
them. They do not even carefor modesty and decency intheir crazefor Brand. Similar is
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the case with young men; they continue to wear tight pants, even though they freely
acknowledgethat their dressishighly inconvenient for them. Brandisatyrant which exacts
strict adherenceto itsorders.

Thewealthy and affluent studentswant to look different. Therefore, they changetheir
style sooner or later. Other people copying their fashion. Sometimes, studentswatching
T.V and copying thefashionsof actors. They asotry to adopt thistype of fashion and other
peopletheir fashion. Fashion hasessentiad past inour life. Wecan't overl ook thesignificance
of fashion. Fashion buildsup our personality, and grow up our confidenceleve.

Benefits of Indian Traditional Clothes to Brand

The presence of IndiaTextile Brand logo would differentiate their product(s) and
providequdity assuranceto customers. The premium branding would be hel pful toweavers
insourcing quality fabricsfor their product(s) and in enhancing their salesand earnings
through bulk marketing both within and outsideIndia. Registered usersof thelndiaTextile
Brand will dso get assistancefor institutiona finance, design devel opment and technical
assistance under the National Textile Development Programme, as per applicable
guidelines.IndiaTextile Brandisaninitiative of the Ministry of Textiles, Government of
India, for branding of high qudlity textileproducts. TheIndiaTextileBrandisan endorsement
of the high qudity of thetextile productstowhichitisapplied, intermsof raw materias,
processing, embel lishments, weaving design and other quality parameters, besidessocial
and environmental compliancesin their production. Thiswould helpin earning customer
trust and in standardization of quality intextile products

Conceptual Clarification

Thisstudy ispivoted onthe conceptua understanding of moderni zation and dependency
whichinturndeterminetheleve of devel opment and growth of Indianinanation’seconomy.
With respect to thisstudy, the twin concept helpsto clarify the placetextileindustry in the
international competitive economiesand arrangementsinwhich Indiaisplaced.

Need for the Study

Inthelnternet Era, E-Commence have becomeoneof the essentid swhichiswidely
known as Online Shopping. Online Shopping isthe process where consumer at home
buysmerchandiseover Internet from Online Stores. From aPencil to Household Furniture
everything, how big or small can easily cometo your doorstep in No Timethrough Online
Shopping from your computer, laptops, cell phones and tablets. Online Shopping has
made shopping simple and fast. And most of them prefer International brandsinstead
Indian brandsand it leadstoignoranceof traditional and regiona clothing's.
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Study mainly focuses on why people prefer International brands and how canwe
brand regiond clothing and makethem availableininternationa market. Through branding
inaparticular nameall theselndian clothing of various states can be madeavailablein
single brand name and franchise. Popul arizing these brandsthrough media, internet and by
creating idolsamong Film starsand sportsmen.

Suggestions to Internationalize our Brand

By meansof itsgrowing popul arity, internationalization has definitely spurred mixed
emotionsamong globa influencers, giving birth to diverse school sof thought. Somebelieve
that devel oped countries, such as Canadaand West Europe, offer the necessary growth
drivers, thus, becoming thefirst choicefor internationalization and s multaneoudly cresting
weak ground for the emerging or devel oping markets. And, then, there are afew who
don’t believe so. Whilethefuture may unfold the best-fitting answer for this, the path to
internationalization |eadsto pertinent questionsthat need to be addressed promptly. Seen
asoneof the most promising trends, emerging markets are building high momentum by
offering umpteen opportunitiesfor scaling startups. Recent deal sand expansionsproveto
betestimony tothis. For example, over the past few months, Indiahasbecomethefastest
growing globa market for Amazon after only two years of setting up operations.

By promoting all regional clothing one name and brand can help make a global
prospectivemorefashion designers, traditiona weaverssmall scaleindugtridistseveryone
canjointogether to havean umbrelabranding it hel psto recognizeand extensonwith help
of government .Anidentity iseverything and it emergesfrom afirm decision that nurtures
unknown craft and tradition sept under grassroot of the country.

Having variousopportunitiesthese marketsrepresent, it'sal soimportant to understand
thefactorsthat dominate any expanson strategiesto newer geographies. A caseto consider
here! If astartupintendsto expand duringitsformativeyears, i.e., beforetheir business
modelsmature, thereisalikelihood of running into therisk of replicating acostly mistake
that can proveto be detrimental toit. On the other hand, if the expansion happenslate,
companiesmay end up wasting critical resourcesfighting or acquiringlocal playersthat are
clonesof their busnessmode (with hopesto cutthroughthecl utter and establish footprintin
thetarget market). Although, the aforesaid can be debated, what cannot be overlooked is
thefact that bus nesses operating on similar businessmodel sand ideol ogiesareemerging
faster than expected. Undoubtedly, they’ retaking away exclusvity from any businessmodd.

Conclusion

Adopting International brandsand preferringitisnot acrimebut flourishing of our
cultureand tradition needsaquality check and specification that crestesanidentity among
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people. Asyearsgo by diminishing of cultural goods can be seen so that apush and pull of
these sector isessential. Internationalization isthe designing of aproduct in such away that
it will meet the needs of users in many countries or can be easily adapted to do so.
| nternationalization might mean designing awebsite so that accessing liberates.
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Abstract

Education is one of the social institutions that serves as a major socializing force
in society, whereby cultural heritage of society transmitted to new generations.
Education transmitted those norms, values, attitudes, behavior, and knowledge,
technological and social skill from one generation to the other. How those norms,
values, attitudes, behavior, knowledge and skills transmitted can vary from one culture
to another, depending on the underlying worldview each culture has. The education
system of Ethiopia in different regimes did not reflect truly Ethiopian cultural, social
and economic situation, the reason is that the system of education was mainly copied
from different systems of education in the West. The curriculum of education was
either copied or developed with the involvement of Western expertise. This study explores
the place of indigenous knowledge in Ethiopian school curriculum, by making a
sociological analysis of school curriculum in Ethiopia. Establishing indigenous based
programs in mainstreaming school education and incorporating the concept of cultural
value into professional practice is the essential discussion of this thesis. The study
mainly focused on education as a social institution and its role in the society by
incorporating indigenous knowledge through the rationality of the local experiences
which is minimal in the current Western-oriented curriculum.

K eywor ds: Indigenous Knowledge, Ethiopian School, Curriculum
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Introduction

Education playsalarge part inthe socialization of childrenin society. The school has
theresponsibility to teach children to bethe productive member of society. Schoolsbear
most of theresponsibility of preparing young peoplefor theworld of work.

Inthe current world, education hasimportant places. Most of the children, especialy
incitiesgpent most part of their timein school activitiessuch as; learning, doing assignments
and other related activities. In both devel oped and devel oping countriesthe number of
students attending school sincreasesfrom year to year.

School inthe current world isthemagjor place children acquiretheir basic skillsthat
makesthemfitinthe society. Theeducation that children learnfrom school hasanimportant
impact onther futurelifeboth negeatively and positively. That iswhy Durkheim“primarily
concerned with theroleof schoolsin transmitting valuesthat would perceive stability in
society” (Alexander and Thompson 2008). He saw education mainly intermsof preparing
children and young peopleto take up their positions.

Theeducationd sub-system provideseducation to the students by establishing different
typesof educationd inditutions, e.g. schools, colleges, universty, etc. Sociology of education
percelvessuch educationa indtitutionsasasocid system composed of different interrelated
human groups . Such asmanagement, the principal, theteachers, the office staffsand the
students (Shah and Shah. K 1998)

Education therefore asthe function of socidizationwhich hel pstotransmit thecultura
heritage of society to thenew generation. Thecultural heritage of society canbeconsidered
asthebeliefs, norms, values, attitudes, behaviour, and various knowledge of the society
and the given society wishesfor the new generation to acquire. Thisknowledgeresidesin
theindigenousknowledge systemsof which the societiesarewell aware of compared to
imported knowledge. Thereisno universaly accepted definition of indigenousknowledge
(Keman et a 2012).Inthisstudy,however, indigenousknowledgeisdefined asknowledge
of local Ethiopian peoplesroot in Ethiopiarich history, cultures, and tradition specificto
the geographic boundary.

In the dominant western cultural viewsof knowledge productiontherearesimilar
waysof reasoning, but “theindigenous cultural experienceisnot the samefor everybody,
indigenousknowledgeisnot amonolithic epistemol ogical concept” (Ladidausand Joe
2002). Therefore, thisstudy looksinto the place of indigenous knowledgein Ethiopian
school curriculumandwhy itismarginalized.
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Objective

The objective of the study isto explore the place of indigenous knowledgein the
school educational curricula, and theimportance of theincorporating the knowledgein
indigenizing the education system of Ethiopia.

M ethodology

Themethodol ogy involved in conducting thisresearch isquditative; thetool sused for
collecting datawerein-depthinterviews, forma group discussons Secondary sourceandysis
likeverification of documents, content and historical analyss. .

Discussions
I ndigenousK nowledgein Ethiopia School Curriculum

Thecurriculumof educationin Ethiopiawasmainly designed copying fromtheWestern
school curriculum or with theinvolvement of Western expertise.

Thehigstory of Ethiopian educationd system passed through different political regimes
andindl regimes, itisinfluenced by western curricula. Theeducation system and policy of
governmentsin different regimesdevel oped dependsontheideology they followed and
thediplometic relation they formed especialy withwestern countries. Thecurriculumwas
designed ether withWestern expertiseinvolvement or itisfunded by them. Thosecurricula
developed by the Ethiopiansthemsel ves are either copied from another country asthey
areor withminor changes. Theeducation system for decadeswasfunded by donorsfrom
thebig countries. In Ethiopian educational history After the Ethio-Italian war, thethree
systemsof government took shgpein Ethiopiaaretheimperid sysemwhichlasted until 1974,
followed by the Military Socialist System (Derg) and the current Federal System of
Government (Tekeste1990).

Itisimportant to remember at thisjuncturethat it issometimesdifficult to separate
coloniaismfrom education.

Colonialism and education are too many ways through which European
power perpetuated underdevel opment in Africa. Though education predates
colonialism, but the European use strong powers to introduce a system of
education that were so foreign, whose aim was to ensure that the African
nation was subjugated and exploited (Oba and Eboh2011).

Indeed, the education system of Ethiopialike other devel oping countriesiscolonized
by Western-centric education. Thisisbecauseinthe current world“Most of theknowledge
created and devel oped worldwide originated in theNorth” (Damtew and Heinz 2010).
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Itisvital tointegratingindigenousknowledgewith the currently imported curriculumin
the country to enrich the existing curriculum in many ways. Thisisbecause“To some
extent, Europeansthoughtlessly, applied their own curriculawithout referenceto African
condition” (Obaand Eboh 2011). Thistrend contributedin making Ethiopiathecountry thet is
not colonized, like thoseAfrican continentswhichwas under colony to imprint colonial
education systemin changing the country into the Europeanimage (Wuhibegezer and Hailu
2015). Ethiopianindigenousknowledgeismarginaized intheexisting school curriculum.
Thisneedsthede-margindisation of indigenousknowledge, by incorporatingintotheexisting
curriculum.

Inthecurrent educationa systemin Ethiopia, it typicaly excludesexperiencesof the
local peopleand prescribesadominant universal perspective of the education of theWest.
However, thereisan attempt to includeindigenousknowledgein the school curriculumas
it is stated in the Ethiopian education policy of 1994, but there is the problem of
implementation of theprovison giveninthe policy document. In Education policy of Ethiopia
1994which the country’ seducation systemisgoverned under article 3.6 entitled “ Nexus
between Education, Training, Research, and Development” sub-article 3.6.7 dictated
“Traditional educationwill beimproved and developed by being integrated with modern
education” . However, referring traditional knowledge asindigenouswhen observedinthe
practica implementationtheintegrationisnot asit isrequired.

Ethiopiaisacountry with ethnic and cultural diversity, whichisimportant for the
studentsto study the different val ues of the ethnic backgrounds, to understand each other’s
rich knowledge which can hel p in the maintenance of thelarger society.

Today incorporation of an Indigenous curriculumisbecoming important withinthe
context of the Ethiopian education system for building astrong nation. Thereasonisthat
Ethiopiais, acountry uniqgueamongAfrican countriesthat guarded her independenceand
retained her frontiersalmost integral for hundreds of yearswhen theAfrican countriesto
the north, south, and west wereill-fated victims of European colonialism. Traditional
education for along period of time have played an important rolein producing human
resourcein the country, though itsmain function wasoriented for religious services. Inthe
history of the country, it isthetraditional education which formed the basis of education.
However, thereisacontroversy whether thisknowledgeistraditional or not eventhough
theword‘traditional’ and * modern’ isdebatable. It isobviousthat the Western knowledge
delegitimized other ways of knowing assavage, supertitious, and primitive (Akena2012).
Eurocentric knowledge regjected indigenous knowledgein both its devel opment theory
andinitsglobal sciences(Battiste2002). The Eurocentric education and science erase
indigenousknowledgefrom academic curriculum, themain reason isthat theVWest considers
therest of theworld as* primitive’ * Savage’ and labelled them asthosewho lack * history’
‘ contributed nothing to theworld' and, who lacksrationaity and history. “Withinwestern
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thought and academic, most African indigenousknowledge systemswere desecrated and
pejoratively described assuperstitious’ (Abebaand Vambe 2006). However, scholarsin
the Orthodox Church who studied in both the so-calledtraditiona and modern setting of
the Ethiopian education system and who interviewed for thisresearch denied the system of
education of thetimeastraditional, dueto itsown structured curriculum and syllabus.

Itisvitd toliberatetheindigenousknowledge from the belief that Western education
and knowledge is the only universal and authentic stream of knowledge that enables
development. Indigenous knowledge is important resources which contribute to the
efficiency, effectiveness, and sustainability of devel opment (Gojestani2000). Empirical
evidence suggested that the devel opment processin devel oping country has been one-
dimensional asit iscopied from the colonial masters. Such evidence also indicatesthe
existence of widespread systemic colonization of citizens life. Itisthebdief of theresearcher
that thereisaneed to propose an dternative, syllabusto the education system to makeit
freefrom the monoalithic view. Indigenous knowledgein various countries hasbeen a
widespread subject of discussion (Workeneh2011). Itisbecause*® Indigenous Knowledge
promotescultura sustainability that isimportant for surviva and generd livelihood” (Usman,
2010). Thetrained manpower of thegiven country that theeducationa ingtitutionsproduce
hasto be culturally and socialy well equipped, to fulfil thegoal of social and economic
development that we aspire at the national level. Thisis possiblewhenweincorporate
indigenousknowledgeto enrich it and enabl e to equip the coming generation to facethe
world, with va ue based and independent decisionsand life skillsto dedl with thiseveryday
lifegtuation.

The Ethiopian education sysemin genera and AddisAbaba, in particular, isdominated
withWestern educetion. Higtorically, asitisrevededintheresearch the pertinent challenges
for theincorporation of indigenousknowledgein Ethiopian education system are:

1. Ethiopian school curriculum fromitsinception iseither copied or devel oped
withforeigninvolvement. Dueto thisfact, the existing system of educationis
dominated with imported Western knowledge and the extent to which the
curriculum under implementation help student to understand their cultureand
natura environmentisvery low.

2. Languageplaysimportant roleinindigenization process. However, Ethiopian
educationisstill under foreign domination, which makesthe curriculum lack
indigenous content dueto the use of foreign language. Still, at the secondary
level of education, the academiclanguageisEnglish, but at theprimary levd,, the
gtuationisdowly changing.
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3. Thecurriculum servestoimposeacolonia western way of thinking and acting
among the citizens of Ethiopia. It isbecause the current curriculum, usually
excludesexperiencesof thelocal peopleand prescribesadominant universal
perspective of the education of the West (the situationissevereespecially in
private schoals).

4.  Curriculum developersfor along period of time, lack respect for local indigenous
knowledge because of the assumption they have about the superiority of Western
knowledge. Currently, there is an attempt made in giving concern for the
indigenous knowledgeto includein the curriculum, but the education policy
provision of thecountry isnot fully implemented.

Conclusion

The Ethiopian education system is dominated with Western knowledge. Hence,

indigenizing thecurrent curriculumin Ethiopia shouldinvolvethefollowing ends: Firg, it
should target to support Ethiopiato sustain abal ance between socid, cultural, economic,
and environmenta issuesasapillar that isdistinctiveto the country’sloca context. Second,
it should encounter the supremacy of western knowledge that has dominated Ethiopian
classroomssince 1908. Findly, it should recognizethevdidity and legitimacy of indigenous
knowledge sand pedagogiesand honestly integratetheminto theforma educationd system
(Owuor2007).
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ASPIRATIONSOF MARGINALISED WOMANAND
AGENDA OF UPPER CASTE CONTEXULAISING
E.K.JANAK AMMAL INCOLONIAL MODERNITY

*Shakkeela.U.V

Abstract:

Wbmen of the deprived castes rarely appear in the lime light of mainstream historical
writings about Kerala renaissance. The gender norms aspired and articulated were of
upper castes and how the marginalized women imbibed it remains obscure. As the
impact of the colonial modernity felt first among the deprived castes, especially in the
case of Thiyya caste in the context of the paper, upper caste agenda of women’s
emancipation seemed problematic. Paper explores how E.K.Janaki Ammal under the
influence of colonial modernity and the inherent sense of freedom and independence
derived from her low caste identity had subverted the gender norms of Kerala
Renaissance.

Keywords: Modernity, Deprivation, Caste, Gender, Transgression, Self-assertion

I ntroduction

Janaki Ammal (1897-1984)* astonished the generation of her timewith her unique
achievementsin career extraordinary to thewomen of her age. A born scientist in plant
studies, her life-long dedication to research and career in botany stands as unfit to the
wholeagendaof women'squestion raised under colonial modernity inKerda Theunique

* Assistant Professor in History, University College, Thiruvananthapuram
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trgjectory of awoman bel onged to marginaized castewould definitely help tounderstand
how crippling and limited was the space envisaged for new womanhood for alow caste
woman beneficiary of colonid modernity. Her albsencein thehistorica writingsabout women
who dared to come out and challenged the traditional concept of womanhood; and her
own slenceinexpressing and asserting her * salf’ speak therestricted spaceframed within
the upper caste agenda of women’semancipation. It indicateswithout doubt the need to
build theexperience of margindized castewomen possibly by rg ecting thewell established
concept  of thehomogeneity of women’sexperience under K eralaRenai ssance.

Janaki Ammal’slife positsthe collapse of the Renai ssance package for women's
emancipationfor itsfailureto accommodate ahighly educated, career oriented; ambitious
spinster who bel onged to the marginalized caste within the purview of itsagenda. Ammal
wasfar advanced anidol for the Kerala Renai ssance and her exclusion fromthelist of
prominent women of Renai ssance suggest itsambiguity in addressing western educated
low castewomen. The Renai ssance agendafor women’s emanci pation meant for upper
castewomen whose social background and aspirationsareto be read/understood within
the particular upper caste socio-political and economic milieuin operation under colonial
modernity. The paper explores how caste, gender and education of a marginalized
community under colonidism set the parametersof thelifeof E.K.Janaki Ammal and how
shetransgressed the barriers of caste and gender by her passion on science.

Objectives

1. Explainthefragility of the Renaissance packagefor women’semancipationinthe
context of thelife of E.K.Janaki Ammal

2. Discusshow woman isableto transgressthe barriers of caste and gender by non
conventiona methods

3. Exploretheunique lifeof aprodigiouswoman scientist during thetime of social
transformationinKerda

M ethodology

Historica method isapplied throughout the paper. Biographica detallsare attempted
tolink thesocial context of the period with awell-knit analytical framework asthe context
played asignificant rolein framing the unique personality of E.K.Janaki Ammal. Online
information and dailiesare made usefor preparing the paper asthe birth centenary year of
Ammal falsin2016.

Ammal was sent to school run by the missionaries. Education and schoolswere
considered as the features of low caste identity.! Potheri Kunhambu's Saraswati
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Vijayam(1896)* and Joseph Mooliyil’s Sukumari(1897)* celebrated educationincluding
women’'seducation as panaceafor deliverancefrom castedeprivation. Aninterview with
aretired Diary engineer residing in Cdlicut amply demonstrated how he clung to education
inspiteof hisdisability ineyesight. Hisfather, arailway employeeinthefirst haf of the 20"
century reminded his sonsvery often theimportance of education. He said-wedid not
even think of any other occupation other than that of ajob under the British govt.2 She
studied in the Sacred heart School and, her successinthe school final examwasgivenin
the magazine Mitavadi in 1915.% She was sent to M adras which wasthe common abode
of Thiyyasfor higher education and studied in Queens Mary College. Completed her
Honours Degreein Botany from Presidency Collegein 1921 and taught for abrief period
inWomen's Christian College, Chennai. Sheleft for USA when shereceived Barbour
scholarship to study inthe University of Michigen and obtained M SC in 1925. She got
DScin 1931 asOrienta Barbour Fellow. Ammal made her daring educational journey at
atimewhen prominent women’smagazineslike Lakshmibai publishing articlesonthe
nefarious effects of western education on women and espousing women the need to
becomethe custodiansof Indianvaueswhichwerebasically Brahmanica. BoththeBritish
and Indian nationalists meant only arestructuring of the domestic sphere by women'’s
education.*

Gandhi’s presence with his strong conviction of the potential of women had a
mesmerizing effect on the peopl e and those peopl e bel onged to the untouchabl e castes
including women who had abstained from nationalismfell prey to the grand scheme of
ousting the British from India. Theespousa of nationdistic causeinthefirst haf of the 20"
century had influenced Janaki Ammal too. Ammal wasthoroughly Indianin attire and
habits, and Gandhianin her lifestyle- observesher colleague. Ammal being transgressed
thenatura option of awoman by avoiding marriagewould naturally have been atarget of
thetraditiondists; but it seemed that she could easily camouflagehersdf inIndian attireand
habitsfor thetransgression. Shewasin fact mesmerized by the speech and appearance of
Gandhi when shewas 19 yearsold. Theletter shewroteto her brother in Rangoon about
her first encounter with Gandhi reflectsher genuineadoration of hissmplicity and € oquence.
It dsoreved sher penchant for national cause. Shewrites—*1 haveagreat mindtogiveup
everything and devote my lifeto the service of the Mother Country. Why not join the
Servantsof IndiaSociety that isdoing so much good to our land. | think it isthe best way
| can devotemy lifeto agood end”. Thetirel essservice sheoffered for reorganizing the
Botanical survey of Indiaimmediately after independence wasfor the nation. She must
havereveledin serving the nation in her own capacity asaplant scientist becauseat some
point of time before she had picked up the career of aplant scientist shethought of taking
up medicine asacareer. Shethought that Indianeeded physicians. She must have aso
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inspired by the news of the participation of European women in the First World War
(1914-1919). They runthefactories, operated machines, made bombsand offered medical
servicesin war front and off. They carried out with ease all the activities which were
considered as male spheres. Thus the War transformed the conception of women and
revealedther potentia. Ladiesmagazinesof theperiod carried on articleshighlightingthe
participation of womenintheWar. Janaki Ammal who was matriculated in 1915 must
have been in high spirit during thewar in brooding over thechoice of acareer. Thewar had
afavourableimpact on women who dared to crossthe seafor education- observed by
one reader of Lakshmibai.

Education was seen asameans of emanci pation to awoman of amarginalized class.
Would it free her from gender discrimination? Janaki Ammal expressed her concernon
the gender discriminated world at the age of nineteen itself. Inspired by the speech of
Gandhi shewastempted to opt for acareer of socia reformer but the next moment found
thedecisionimpractical. | am sure, shewrote, such alife, asayoung unmarried woman
will behard aswell asdangerous.® Nineteen was an advanced age of marriagetoagirl in
thefirst haf of the 20" century. She definitely might have confronted opposition from her
own relativesand it would have prompted her to find ways and meansto overcomethe
hurdles of gendered world. The harsh realitiesthat she encountered being an unmarried
educated woman evenforced her to negate her blossoming youth. Shewrote- | oftenwish
| were an old maid so that | could do anything and go anywhere.® Janaki Ammal’s
predicament seemed uniquelooking at her upbringinginaprofessona Thiyyafamily which
was exposed to western culture and val ues. Education in the missionary school aswell as
the enlightened atmosphere at hometurned Janaki Ammal to aworld of knowledge. Unlike
thewomen of her agewhoseaspirationsinlifesaturated with marriedlife, Janaki Ammd’s
world of knowledge disclosed her to adynamic world of knowledge, possibilitiesand
freedom to pursue her inner call. It does not mean that she was devoid of any earthly
pleasures. Infact, her predicament wasthe onethat any educated woman like her had to
confront inthesociety at that time. WWomen’ squestion rai sed in the nineteenth century was
limitedinitsaimsand scope. Asopined by ParthaChaterjeethe so called women'squestion
intheagendaof Indian social reform of the early 19" century was not so much about the
specific condition of womenwithin adeterminate set of socid relations.” Theambiguity in
how to go ahead and shape up their life, what role they should play in the family and
society, what should bethe gender parametersin mingling with their partners, malemembers
and mal e colleagues and what should bethelimit of their aspirationsand ambitionswas
remained unanswered and ambiguous. Highly educated woman like Janaki Amma did not
have amode to pursue. Thewomen’squestion of Keralaeveninthefirst half of the 20"
century was centred on how to bringilliterate Nambutiri women from inner chambersto
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thebroad day light of public realm. Theissuesraised and discussed in Keralaonwomen's
guestion were seemed irrelevant to awoman like Janaki Ammal who was exposed to
westernlifeand educationin her childhood. Infact, amarginalized castelike Thiyyasto
which Janaki Ammal belonged had exposed to western culture even beforethe affluent
castescould think of achangeinthe position of women. Thesocia climate of Keralawas
not reached up to address ng theissues confronted and theimage carried by Janaki Ammal.
It wasincapableand immatureto takein the persondlitieslikeAmmal astheir rolemodd.
No doubt shewaskept oblivion to Keralahistorians. Asobserved by Eric Hobsbawm
common peopleif not asindividuas, such men and women aremajor historical actors. It
can and changed culture and the shape of history.2 Ammal though in many waysunique
and uncommon talentslacked the pul | and push potential of the collective strength of the
ordinary people. Her influence, asindividual, to change the course of eventsremained
untouched the * uncommon peopl€e’ (ordinary people).

Her occasional change in station of her job and sometimes her job itself shows
dynamismin her persondlity. After obtaining DSC from Michiganin 1931, sheworked as
professor of Botany at the Mahargjas College of Sciencein Trivandrum for abrief period
(1932-34). She wasthe Geneticist at the Sugarcane Breeding Institute at Coimbatore
between1934-39. Shethenworked asAssstant Cytologist at the John InnesHorticultura
Ingtitute, London (1940-45) and as Cytologist a the Roya Horticultura Society at Widey
during 1945-51. Shereturned to Indiain 1951 at the invitation of Nehru to take up to
reorgani ze the Botanical Survey of India.® She developed aninterest in mountain flora
whileshewasworkingin Jammu. Shestudied themixed varietiesof plantsintheHima ayas.
Sheusedtovigtthe Himaayasfor collecting plant varieties oftento free her from pressure
of all sorts. Geeta Doctor observes whenever she felt herself being thwarted by the
bureaucracy that often stood in her way, she would retreat to placeslike the country’s
northeast, in the borders between what isnow Indiaand Burma, or spend timeat Wayanad
in Keralato search for medicinal plantsor goto Ladakh. Sheworked for anyear asthe
visiting faculty of BabaAtomic Research Centre, Bombay in 1970. By 1970 she settled
downinMadras. Shewastheemeritusscientist at the centrefor advanced study in Botany
till her deathin 1984.

A hectic professional lifeof theareain which sheinterested iswhat her personality
sought. Shewas granted ascholarship to study the University of Michiganin 1924. Her
sojournin Michigan asthe Oriental Barber Fellow wasfound ingpirational and pleasant.
Shewrote- thisisalovely place- my back yard isthelakeshoreand | just havetorunin
for abathwhen | fedl inclined. Her sojournin University of Michigan has given her
opportunity tointeract with studentsfrom different partsof theworld. Inoneof her letters
to her brother shewrote- | am interested not only inIndiabut thewholeof Asia. Sheeven
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had plansto organizetheAsan womenin university. Shewasintroduced to an atogether
new world of knowledge when she was appointed asAssistant Cytologist at the John
InnesHorticulturd Institutein Londonin 1940. Shewasexposed to anumber of talented
cytologistsand geneticistsat theInstitute. C.D.Darlingtonwho later took charge of the
Ingtitute as Director was her closefriend and mentor there. Therewasalso aspeculation
about her romantic involvement with Darlington who madeavisit to oneof her relatives

houseat Delhi in 1960. “ Therewasatensionintheair when heentered, writesthe sister of
GeetaDoctor, hewasatall, very distinguished |ooking man. He hesitated amoment and
then went straight ahead and kissed Aunt Janaki on her cheek. She blushed adeep pink
but said nothing.” *® May be an answer to her spinsterhood tucked under theimage of a
scientist. Sheused to giveavague but astern reply that sheismarried to sciencewhenever
anyone poses her with such aquestion. She could not have expressed her wish or personal

predilections openly because awoman is not expected to do so however educated or
exposed to western culture sheis. Though she constrained in expressing her lovetowards
the opposite sex, her demeanour with Darlington was unconventional and devoid of any
usud tingeof anativewomaninthat.

Scienceto Ammal meant morethan acareer. At atime whenwomen's presencewas
not wanted inthe study of science by society, Janaki Amma studied the subject and pursued
acareer insciencein spite of thefact that it wasamale dominated world. Shewasin fact
defying or breaking the mal e bastions by sticking successfully to that career and making
original contributionsto plant science. She showed interestinawidevariety of field of
plant studies like sugarcane, horticultural plants, trees, polyploids, medicinal plants,
chromosome behavior, speciation, cytogeography, interspecific and intergenetic
hybridization and phytogeography. Her studiesdiscl osed the genetic make-up of plantsat
atimewhen such type of investigation was coming up, studied the ethno-botany of the
plantsinthetribal areaof Wayanad in Kerala, unearthed the genetic transformation of
plantsin Asiadueto the uplift of Himlayasand explained how plantscrossbreedinthe
wild. Plants and chromosomes of which have been studied by Janaki Ammal wastoo
numerous to mention-observed by a young botanist in his article on Ammal.** The
Chromosome Atlas of Cultivated Plants (1945) —thejoint article of E.K.Janaki Ammal
and C.D.Darlingtonisreckoned asaval uable compilation and ‘ well known among the
botanistisand agriculturist al over theworld. 2 Beingapath bresking botanist and geneticist
sheposed achdlengeto themaedomination of sciencein particular and patriarchd structure
of society ingeneral. Itisobviousthat shewasaware of theimportance of thepossibilities
of sciencefor devel opment and her pioneering contributionsinthestudy of the cytogenetics
of sugarcaneledto the devel opment of ahybrid variety of sugarcane—amix of bamboo
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and sugarcane. Moorkoth Ramunni, a distant relative and contemporary of Ammal
reminiscences her achievement thus-* She devel oped the sweetest sugarcane-S.G.6332
and explained her findingsintheinternational scienceseminar held Edinborrow in 1939.” %
Thishybrid wasused widdly inthe cultivation of sugarcane acrossthe country and produced
aboost in sugarcane productionin India. It was not amean achievement for awomanwho
showed to the male dominated world through her intelligence and hard work inresearch
that awomaniscapabl eto influence the devel opment of acountry. Count your intelligence,
hard work and determination and not your gender or sex in any field of human activity- she
gavealessontothegender discriminated world by her life. Shetransgressed themisnomer
of ‘maeintelligence’ and traversed confidently in apath not treaded by women. Sheinvolved
andinteracted actively in scientific gatheringsof nationd and internationa importancewhere
she was spotted very often asthe only female figure among the large swarm of male
scientists. Her colleague, C.V.Subramanian, reminiscesafew such occasionshe met her-
I met and wasintroduced to Ammal for thefirst timein July, 1950 at the I nternational
Botanical Congressin Stockholm, Sweden... | saw Ammal againin January 1951, this
timeat IndiaHousein London at areception arranged by the Indian High Commissionto
meet thethen PrimeMinister of India, Jawaharla Nehru...After her returnto Indial met
her at scientific meetingswhereshewasheldin highesteem. Amma cametothece ebration
of the Silver Jubilee of theNationd I nstitute of Sciencesof India(now thelndian Nationa
ScienceAcademy) at Delhi on 30 December, 1960. |nthe group photograph taken then,
itisnoteworthy that Ammal wastheonly lady.** The easewith which shemovedin socia
and intellectual gatheringsamply demonstratethat sherelied on her potential of being a
scientist for mobility in apatriarchal society and helped her to overcome the alleged
vulnerabilitiesand weaknesses usually associ ated with feminine gender. When required,
shedid not shirk fighting for acause or for aright™>- clearsher stance. Her intelligenceand
hardwork inthefield of her passion called sciencemade her aleast inhibited womaninany
gathering. The same presence of mind and confidencethat shecarriedinher * saif’ reflected
well when shewasplaced a thehelm of adminigtrativeresponghbilitiesin her field of interest
inIndia. Shewasinstrumental in reorganizing the Botanical Survey of India. Shewas
appointed as the Director General of BSI at the request of Nehru in 1951. She
also headed central Botanical Lab, Allahabad asits Director and regional researchlab at
Jammu (1964-69) as Officer on Specia Duty. Shewasthe Chairman of the Cytogenetic
Division of RRL, Jammu (1962-64). Kerala renaissance aspired to make women a
worthy companion to educated husbands and in control of private realm. Ammal
transgressed these assigned roles to women at her time by sheer merit of her hold on
knowledge.
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Shewasalso known for high professional ethicsand unassuming character among
her colleagues. The cosmopolitan politeness she maintai ned throughout her career andlife
wasaproduct of her exposureto western valuesand work ethics. Though shecameinto
contact with Gandhian values at ayoung age and attired in Gandhian style, shewasnot
appeared as an Indian woman in attitudes or activities. She was more like awoman
imbibed the val ues of western modernity which emphasized freethinking and independence.
Being awoman bel onged to marginalized caste; sheinherently possessed and wastrained
infreethinking. It wasabated by her exposureto western modernity. Therewasalwaysa
tendency inmarginalized castesto subvert theexigting order and ensurecivil liberty. Thiyyas
asoneof themarginalized castesin Keralawasthefirst in embracing colonial modernity
for achangeintheexisting order.

Her passion for knowledge and sense of freedom make her aunique persondity. The
kind of lifethat Janaki Amma opted for was something detrimenta to the prevailing norms
of the society. However, her garb of smplicity wasbestowed by the nationalistic concept
of woman and thisto agreat extent hel ped her to cover her deviated life. She could not
have moved with ease and freedom unless shetook up theair of aGandhian. Gandhi had
said that if one does not find aperson who iscompatible mentally, she should resolveto
remanunmarried, but be“wedded to independence. A spiritud way of lifeor alifededicated
tosocid serviceisopened towomenif they choose spinsterhood.*® Thedichotomy between
spiritua and material epitomizesrespectively the Indiaand west wasviewed by Partha
Chatterjeeaticklish problem encountered by the social reformers. Janaki Ammal, infact,
did go beyond thenationa mode of womanhood and thwarted the very nationdigtic scheme
for women’s emancipation by her own life. The Indian society wastoo traditional, less
advanced, and highly patriarcha to acknowledge and understand atowering, free spirited,
dedicated professond femalefigurelike Janaki Amma. But thegender normsaredecided
by upper casteideology and lower caste men or women had no voiceininfluencing or
transgressing it. Naturally Janaki Ammal stood aslonefigure with aspirationstrapped
within the upper caste agendaof gender norms. Colonial modernity might havegivena
better gender norms to Kerala society had it not submerged under the caste nexus. If
Janaki Ammal’s name has not represented in the mainstream historical writings on
renaissance, the answer lays in the upper caste male dominatedagenda. Pradeepan
Pambirikunnu aptly observesinthecontext of dalitidentity formationin Kerdarenaissance
that asocia group controlshistory not when they recelvetheresult of thesocial changes,
on the other hand when they control the social processintheforefront.!” Ammal wasnot
intheforefront of socia transformation but did not quit neither thefield of her career nor
the life she chose in spite of all odds. She imprinted her presence in history by her
unconventiond lifewhich amovement foundimpossibleto achieve.
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Notes and References

*

10.

12.

13.
14.
15.

16.
17.

18.

Her name was given in Mitavadi as E.K.Janaki and not E.K.Janaki Ammal as was
giveninthebiographical details appeared in science Magazines after her death. Moorkoth
Ramunni who had family ties with her also mentioned her name as E.K.Janaki.
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