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ECONOMIC GROWTH AND ITS TRANSFORMED DETERMINANTS

An economy is a system of inter related economic activities and economic transactions. Basic
economic activities are Production, Exchange and Consumption. The economic activities are carried
out in an integrated manner in order to create a sustainable and decent human life in the society.
The virtues of sustainability and decency can be derived only from a capable and empowered
people with a value system. The situation can be made available with a good economic system
capable of providing remunerative employment and economic engagements. The economic growth
rate is usually considered as a measuring rod in order to assess the capability of the economy to
create and sustain with the economic pulls and pushes.

In general, economic growth means percentage increase in Gross Domestic Product (GDP) on
year to year basis. In simple terms, economic growth means a sustained increase in per capita
national output for Net National Product over a long period of time. It implies that the rate of
increase in total output must be greater than the rate of population growth. If output and population
growth are at the same rate, there would be no increase in the per capita income and there would
be no improvement in the general standard of living despite increase in the output. Such a growth
is considered as a stagnated growth. On the other hand, increase in per capita income as a result
of faster decrease in population than the decrease in output amounts to general decay in the
economy, there is no growth despite increase in the per capita income. Thus economic growth
implies a considerable and sustained increase in the per capita income with or without increase
in population.

In this context, it is imperative to look into the factors determining the economic growth of a
country. There are five most important determinants of economic growth. They are: (1) Human
resources and its quality, (2) Natural resources, (3) Capital formation, (4) Technological Development
and (5) Political and social factors. These variables are briefly explained, in order to have a simple
assimilation, as follows:

(1) Human Resource of a country is the most crucial factor in its economic growth. Human Resource
is comprised of the available labour force and its quality. Quality of labour force depends on
the level of its education, training, skills and its inventive and innovative abilities.

(2) Natural resources of a country include the area of usable land and resources on the land
surface and underground. Land surface resources include natural water, forest, landscape
and the like. Underground resources include oil, natural gas and minerals. Favourable climate
and environmental conditions add positive values to the natural resources. Countries with
rich natural resource endowments have a much larger growth potential than those lacking
natural resources.

(3) Capital is defined as man-made means of production. It includes machinery, plant and building,
means of transportation, communication, energy, health care and education. Creating or
acquiring man-made means of production is known as capital formation or capital
accumulation. Capital formation enhances the availability of capital per worker. A high capital/
labour ratio enhances the productivity of labour. In other words, a larger quantity of goods
and services are produced per unit of time, leading to a high growth rate.

(4) Technology refers to scientific methods and techniques of production. The physical form of
technology is the machinery, equipments and devices available for production.

(5) Social and political system, organisations, institutions and social values play a significant
role in the development process of an economy. The form of Government and its economic
roles and policies matter to a great extend in determining the level and rate of economic
growth of a country.

Dr. J Rajan
Chief Editor
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CASTEHIERARCHY AND TENURIAL SYSTEM

INTRAVANCORE
*Anu.R

Abstract

The right to land determined the caste of the Travancoreans. The right to land
was of two kinds. right to ownership and right to tenancy. Brahmins, Kshatriyas,Nairs
and Ambalavasis who had ownership of land became the Caste-Hindus of Travancore.
At the same time Ezhavas and Channars who had only the tenancy right over the land
got the highest position among the Non-Caste-Hindus. The slaves who had no ownership
or tenancy right over the land got the lowest position in the Non-Caste-Hindu
hierarchy.The Caste-Hindu and Non-Caste-Hindu group emerged thus. In order to
maintain the hold over this system the Caste-Hindus had to enforce civil restrictions
over the Non-Caste-Hindus. On the whole, the right to land determined the caste and
all of its restrictions.

Key Words: Chaturvarnya, Caste-Hindus, Non-Caste-Hindus, untouchability, slavery, land
proprietorship, caste hierarchy.

I ntroduction

Casteisaterm used to stratify the society in early India. Even though the caste
sysemexistedintheentiresociety of India, it had regiond differences. Thecastesystemin
Indiaisrelated to the socio-economic systems. The caste systemin Travancorewasgreetly
influenced by thetenuria systemintheregion.

* H.S.S.T, SN.D.PH.S.S, Chenneerkara, Pathanamthitta, Kerala,anuharilal @yahoo
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6 Caste Hierarchy and Tenurial System in Travancore

Objectives of the Study
1. Tofind out therelationship between theland system and caste system; and
2. Tofindout the causesfor thecivil disabilitiesof the Non-Caste-Hindus.

M ethodology
Themethodol ogy adopted in thisstudy ismainly historical and descriptive.

The caste system in Travancoreisthe byproduct of theland systemin Travancore.
The caste system in Travancore was very much different from the caste system which
existed intheother partsof India, especially North India. In North India, Chaturvarnya
based Brahmana, K shatriya, Vai syaand Sudracastes have been existing®. In Travancore
adight variation of Chaturvarnyasystemwasfollowed. The Brahminsenjoyed the highest
position in the caste hierarchy.They includedThamprakkal, Aadyanmar, Moossads,
Elayadsetc. Among these categoriesthe Thamprakkal and Aadyanmar werethe highest
class. Both of them werearistocratic land lords. TheK shatriyasal so had proprietary rights
over theland in the name of Cerikkal, Pandaravaka or Kandalavu®. Thethird category
of the Chaturvarnya system were Vaisyas or trading group, weremoreor lessabsent in
Travancore. Hence the foreignerslike the Jews, the Christians and the Arabs became
dominant communitiesinthefield of tradein Travancore’.

Asthey had thehighest socid statusascontrollersof theland Brahminsand K shatriyas
never cultivated theland and kept themsal vesaway from manual labour. They leftittothe
Sudras called Nairs°to cultivate the land doing manual labour®. Thisled to theentry of
Nairsinto therealm of theland system. The Kiriyathil Nairstook over theland of the
Brahminsand K shatriyasonleasefor stipul ated periods paying arent known as‘ Kanan .
The tenure of the lease used to be either 36 or 48 years or more’. These permanent
mortgageswere converted to permanent tenure known as‘ Kudijenmam' inthe eighteenth
century®. Thismadethe Kiriyathil Nairsjenmisand they becamethe highest Nairs. But
thereareseverd middleand very low classNairslike ilakkithala Nairsand Vel uthedathu
Nairs. They were not evenrecognized asNairs’.

Chakyars, Nambiars, Pisharody, Pushpakan etc occupied the space between the
Brahminsand Nairs. All of themwereAmbaavasis. They aso had hereditary landsknown
as' Miruthi’ *°in Travancore. Thus Brahmins, K shatriyas, Ambaavasisand Nairswho had
the hereditary right over theland attained the status of  Caste-Hindus' in Travancore society.
But the same soci ety included the * Non-Caste-Hindus namely Ezhavas, Channarsand
davecasteslike Pulayas, Parayasand Kuravasbut al of them did not possessownership
of land.
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Anu.R 7

Among the Non-Caste-Hindu peopl e, the Ezhavas and Channars maintained the
highest and dmost equal statusin the Travancore society. Eventhough Kudiyans, Asans,
Ayurvedaphysicians, weavers, toddy tappersetc. werethere, Kudiyanswho werelease
holders of land occupied the highest position among the Ezhavas. At the sametime, the
Jaggery makers™ and Jaggery traders'? were there among the Channars. The Adiyans
with palm gardens got the highest status®.

Thelowest positioninthe caste hierarchy of Travancorewasdeceived by thedaves
including Parayas, Pulayas, Kuravasetc. They did not havetheland ownershipright or the
land holding right. Thusthey got only lowest position in the Hindu caste hierarchy of
Travancore.

Asapart of the existing system, the Ezhavas and Channars had to suffer alot of
restrictions. They did not havetheright to worship the Caste-Hindu Godslike Bhagavathi
and could not get entry into the Caste-Hindu temples and public places like roads,
government school s, hospitals, post-offices'“government courts®™ etc. They weredeprived
even political rights. When theland revenuewasfixed asabasic qudification for thevoter
intheeectiontothelegidature of 1904, only eight Ezhavasgot thevoting right.

Thegovernment a so supported thiskind of existing segregationin Travancore until
1930%. Thiswasdemonstrated in thereply of the Dewan dated 30" August 1931 to the
Memorial submitted by the S.N.D.P.Yogam on 10" February, 1930". In thisreply the
Dewan opined that out of 1071 government schools, only 12 were not opened to all
classes. Besides, the Devaswom department premises, public roads known as
gramaveedhees and sathrams or rest houses were not opened to all castes. If contrary
to thisissanctioned, communal clasheswould bearoused. Becausethey areeither situated
on temple property, or in close proximity to temples or Brahmin streets which are not
accessibleto dl classesof people dueto pollution or untouchability. Moreover, the Non-
Cagte-Hinduswere prohibited from entry into temple becausethey werebuilt and maintained
by the Caste-Hindusand ruling Maharajas. Hencethe Non-Casteshave no right toworship
there'®. Thusthe custom or untouchability did not give entry for the Non-Caste-Hindusto
the Caste-Hindu templesand itssurrounding public places. Thusonecan say that dl these
kindsof restrictionsand caste hierarchy maintained by the Brahminsand theruling classes
contributed to keep these Non-Caste-Hindu categoriesout of thereach of themain stream
of the publiclifeand thereby theland occupancy and ownership rights. At the sametime,
they were used asmereinstrumentsfor the maintenance of the same system.

A notable fact is that the Ezhavas and the Channars who were troubled by the
untouchability of their castesal so practiced the sametowards other lower castescalled
daveswho are subordinateto them?®,

Review of Social Sciences



8 Caste Hierarchy and Tenurial System in Travancore

Asaresult of theuntouchability the davescould not live with the ordinary people of
Travancore. So, their houses are Situated away from other residential quartersoutsidethe
ordinary villagelimitscalled Paracheris. They could not usethe commonwell or get the
serviceof the barbersand priests of the higher castes. So they had to maintain their own
well, burial grounds, barbers etc?®.

Asapart of casteredtrictionsthe dave casteslost theright to get entry to the Caste-
Hindu templesand worship their Gods. Hence, there was an instance of punishing the
davesfor entering into aBrahmin pagodaor templein 1849%. So each and every caste
had to maintain certain distance between them and it can beredized from thel etter number
60 dated 27" January 1871 of the Cochin Dewan Shangunni Menon to theacting British
Resident of Travancoreand Cochin named JI.Minjin. Thisletter describesthat the conditions
of thelower castesin Cochinand Travancorearethe same. “ An Ezhavamay not approach
aBrahmin’sor aNair’s house, aCheruman (dave caste) will not be allowed to go too
closeto an Ezhavan’shabitation”#. Thisletter showsthe Brahmins, Nairs, Ezhavasand
davesdtrictly maintained aparticular distancein between them even though therewasno
writtenlaw regarding thedistance. Mainly asaresult of themaintenance of thiscustomthe
lower castes could not get entry to any of the public placeswherethe Caste-Hindusfredy
involved.

Themogt severedisability suffered by the dave casteswastheir davery. Not only the
individudslikeBrahmins, Nairs, Ezhavasand Channarsbut a so the Government maintained
daves. Thereisevidencefor themaintenance of davesby the Government and theattainment
of income from their servicesfor the year 1849%. But, the life of the dlaveswas very
pathetic. Thechildren born to them asdaveswould be sold for enforcing the court verdict
or for the non-payment of the Pattom or tax and even, crime against them was not
considered as punishable?. Moreover, they weresoldin market just likethe cattle®. Thus
all their civil rightswere denied with support of the government.

By the 1850’ sthe Travancore Government redlized the pitiable condition of thed aves
and abolished davery in 1855%. But even after it, their conditionwasnot muchimproved.
About that Reverent Samuel Mateer amissionary of London Missionary Society who
dationed at Travancoreduring 1851-1891 describes. “ Thed avesareengaged inagriculture
astheservant of the Sudraand other land owners. The daveshave no education because
no one would be willing to teach the impure. There are several instances of forcible
possession of thewasteland cleared by thedaves........ Pulayaisnot allowed to usethe
public road when a Brahmin or Sudrawalkson it”?’. So they were denied theright to
education inthe Government schoolsof Travancore. Hence not even asingle personfrom
Pulayas, Parayas, and Kuravas can be seen in the percentage of different castes under
ingtructioninthe Censusreport of 1891%.They lack the opportunity till 1911 mainly dueto
the resistance showed by the Caste-Hindus®.
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Besides, thedave casteshad to suffer restrictionsintheir way of dressing. Thereisa
bar on them from covering the upper part of the body. So, some of them covered only the
lower part with someleavesand someotherswithasmall piece of cloth®. Likewise, they
could not wear gold and silver ornaments. So, they wore brass, lead and stone ornaments
only3.. Thesameredtrictionsinthematter of dressand ornamentsexisted in the case of the
Ezhavashut lessinrigor. From thisunwritten ‘ Dressand Ornament Code’, aCaste-Hindu
person can recognizethelower caste people and thereby easily restrain the Non-Castes
from entering the public places. Through continuing the custom of no-entry of theNon-
Cagtesinto Caste-Hindu temples, they could keep away the Non-Castesfrom all temples
and thereby dl of itssurroundings such asroads, schools, post-offices, hospitals, courts of
justiceand markets. Thus, by using thisunwritten religious codethe Caste-Hindus could
maintainthe countlesscivil disabilitiesof the Non-Castesand thereby kept their hold on
the entire society, polity and economy.

Conclusion

One can analysesthe maintenance of the caste hierarchy inthelight of theMarxian
theory. By looking at the society of that period itisunderstood thet theland ownershipwas
the base of the materia wealth of that time even though some other high occupationswere
existed. Actualy, the high position in the caste hierarchy wasachieved only by the castes
that had land proprietorship. Hence, the Ezhavas, Channarsand daveswho did not have
land ownership werealienated asNon-Caste-Hindus. In order to keep thisstatusquo the
Caste-Hindusmaintained civil restrictionson the Non-Caste-Hindus. Theserestrictions
were not the aftermath of the caste system only but also the consequence of the land
system of Travancore.
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BRAHMANISM AND MARXISM IN
THEWRITINGSOF EMSNAMBOODIRIPAD

*Sreepriya S.P.

Abstract

It is hard to define what makes a truly great leader but EMS Namboodiripad was
never in doubt about it. His prescient presence as leader, thinker and theoretician
played a pre-eminent role in shaping a modern and cohesive Kerala out of its unsettling
political and social history.? His tireless efforts as an analyst and commentator helped
evolve a form of Communism that suited Indian conditions. In idealism and exhaustive
pursuit of ideology, Namboodiripad stands out as a model for political India.? He
thought differently from his contemporaries, lived dangerously to overcome the
limitations of his times and worked constantly for the freedom of the individual and
society from the clutches of imperialism, feudalism, fanatic casteism and more recently,
abhorrent communalism.

Key Words:Marxism, Communism, Historiography, Scientific Socialism, Landlordism, Dravidians.
Brahmanism

Introduction

Theremarkabl e aspect of the personality EM S Namboodiripad which distinguished
himfrom other leaderswashisability tofill the gap between precept and practice. Scholarship
gavehimtheintellectua instrument to envision change, but it washisvast experiencein
actud lifethat gave Namboodiripad, the strength and persondity to trand atethoseideas
into action. Throughout hislife he had remained a perceptive observer of lifeand society.

* Research Scholar in History, Kerala University Library, Email: s.psreepriya@yahoo.in
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Namboodiripad indoctrinated himself ideologicaly in sociadist beliefsand values, but he
never alowed hismind to become paranoid, or allowed blinkersto blisshisvision.®He
waspractitioner of honest politicscandidly accepting mistakeswhen they were committed,
never fearingto correct themand never failing to subject himself torigorousself examination
about hispoliticsand hisaction.

Objectives
1. Toandyzestheinfluenceof Brahminidentity inthewritingsof EM SNamboodiripad;

2. Toevauatesthemateridigticinterpretation of history inthewritingsof Namboodiripad,
and

3. Toexaminestheroleof working classin histreatment of history.

Hypothesis
EM S Namboodiripad wrote history for theworking class.
Hewasthe patriarch of theMarxist historiography of Kerala.
Casteissddinedin histreatment of history.

M ethodology

Themethodology used inthiswork isandytica withtheoreticd insgghts. Thenarrative
styleisusedinthebiographical portionsof the study. Empirical and interpretative modes
complement thework.

Analysis and Interpretation

Keralam Malayal aikaludeMathrubhumi written in 1948 was the first attempt to
stand back from the exigenciesof programmiatic writing and engage with the problems of
the history of Kerala. Dilip M. Menon analyzed three issues predominate in EMS
reconstruction of the history of ancient Kerala. First there is an engagement with the
Dravidian critiquesof the Brahminsasanimmigrant into the egalitarian, civilized space of
South Indiawho introduced caste hierarchy and subordinated the indigenous culture.
Second, theinstitution of castere evaluated asanecessary stageinthetransitionfroma
primitiveform of society to amoreadvanced onethrough amoreefficient organization of
production. Third, at atimewhen theideol ogy of language politicsand of thelinguistic
reorgani zation of state wasgaining prominence, it was claimed that theregional identity
was promised on a unifying culture created by the Brahmins. So with Keralam
Malayal ai kal udeMathrubhumi Namboodiripad stepped back from immediate political
concernto articulate thetwin concern of Marxism and thetrgjectory of Keralahistory.*

Review of Social Sciences



14 Brahmanism and Marxism in thewritings of EM S Namboodiripad

The question of how the Brahmins cameto Keralawasthe primary one: wasthis
processthe Southern equivaent of theAryaninvasion supplanting Dravidian cultureinthe
north? EM Sdistanced hims=lf unequivocaly from the Brahminfounding myth of Kerdain
the Keralolpatti: the Parasuramaflung hisaxeinto the seaand reclaimed land which he
settled withimmigrant Brahmins.® To Menon, EM Swent a ong with the Dravidian position
that theexisenceof anindigenouscivilizationin K erdapreceded the coming of the Brahmins®
In speaking of the conflict between thetwo culturesthe persistence of theearlier culture
wasrecognized: neither the axe of Parasuramanor the Advaitaof Sankaracharya, or even
2000 yearsof continuous Brahmin power have been ableto destroy non-Brahminway of
life.” However, to Menon thequestion of numerica and culturd strength of theBrahminsin
particular regions complicated the picture somewhat.?

Comparing the different theories about the origins of the Nairswhich locatetheir
origina homein placesasfar apart asNepal, Chottanagpur and Southern India, EMS
camedowninfavor of their being aDravidian people. They werepart of thecivilization of
the south proved by Tamil scholarsto have been no lessadvanced than that of theAryans.®
Oneof theindicatorsof their level of advancement wasthefact that they managedtoretain
thedigtinctivefeatureof their socia organizationi.e. matrilineal even after theclashwitha
peoplelikethe Aryanswho possessed asuperior civilizationand culture® When andyzing
these statements Menon argued that throughout the text there isaconstant movement
between theterm Aryanimplying anorthern origin for the Namboodirisand being consonant
with the Dravidian position and themoreneutral term‘ Brahmin’ locating the Namboodiri
asone among the Brahmin originating in the Southern peninsula.** Menon argued that
EM Smadean interesting and unsubstanti ated connection between matrilinesl and thecaste
regime. Sincethe Namboodiriswere ableto makethe sharpest break from mother-right
tofather-right they becamethe heist castewhilethosewho retained the maximum amount
of freedom in marriage and preserved the mother-right becamethelowest of the caste
Hindus.'? So here again the arguments about the superiority of Brahmin civilization was
phrased inthelangue of Marxism.®

Another argument put forward by Menon against EM Sisabout theAryaninvasion.
Accordingto EMSitismorelogicd to assumethat the Brahminscameto Kerdain different
groupsfrom different regionsand at different timesthan to supposethat therewasasingle
immigration of onebody of peoplefrom oneregion.* To Menon, astowhenthe Brahmins
actually entered Kerala, EM S preferred the data suggested by R C Duitt rather than by
William Logan. The migration was presented astheresult of aninternal movement from
within the southern peninsulalndiai.e. from Maharashtra, Karnatakaand the banks of
Krishnaand Godavari rather than an invasion from the north. By arguing this he was
mapping onto theterritory delineated by Dravidianideol oguesand |l ocating the Brahmin
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firmly withinit, rather than asan outsider.™> Moreover, theideathat the Brahminswere
conquering Aryanswas subtly undermined at the sametime, hewas careful to avoid the
useof theword Aryan and Aryan culture at thisjuncture, except for occasiona dippage
throughout thetext. Menon pointed out that EM S saternative history waspresented asa
surmisefor which heoffered no evidence.’* Heargued thet theregiond differencesbetween
Namboodiriswithin Keralawere seen asarising from their migration from different parts
of southern India, e.g. the observances of the Namboodirisof north Malabar reflect their
Maharashtrian past. However, here again there was a tension. EMS stated that the
Namboodirisof central Keralahad had the most influence on the history and culture of the
region. Hetraced their originto the banks of the Krishnaand Godavari because after the
coming of theAryan culture, theforemost civilization in southern IndiawasintheAndhra
region.” Therefore, even astheideaof northern Aryan origin for the Namboodiriswas
rejected, it was argued that the advanced sections among them were only one remove
away fromthe superior Aryan civilization.®® Throughout thetext Marxismand itsnotions of
historical devel opment - themotor of the mode of production- was deployed against the
Dravidianrhetoric of the Brahminsasaggressveimmigrants.®®

Menon observed that in the introduction of the second impression of Keralam
Mal ayal ai kaludeMathrubhumi EM Sreturned to an argument about Brahminshaving come
from North India, but the ramification of this reversal served radical purpose. EMS
hypothesized that the Brahmins cameto Kerala at atime when changes were coming
about withinmarriage practiceand family organizations.® Thissurmiseregarding theorigin
of the Namboodiri wasgiven aradical edge by the statement that they weretheresult of
jati samkara.?* The Brahmin was moved from originating within the Dravidian space,
albeit of adifferent race, to becoming one among the Dravidians. The caste system was
themarker of the superior organization which the Brahminsingtituted all owing the shift
from onemodeof production to another. The Brahminwas seen astheprimemover at this
system. The organization of caste asasuperior form of thedivision of labor alowed for
two possibilities which were expanded upon in National Questions in Kerala. The
development of productiveforceswasgiven animpetusby thenew socia divisonwhich
led to accumulation of weal th, division of abor and thedivison of society into classes. This
findly paved theway for transition to father-right among the more advanced groups.2 To
Menon,while KeralamMal ayal aikal udeMathrubhumihad argued for casteasadivision
of labor with peopleallotted professionswhich they then devel oped over generation, in
National Questionsin Kerala theargument wasexpressed intermsof differentia ranking
intermsof movement towardsfather rights.? He continued that if the nationa organization
of productionthrough the caste sysemwasoneof theinnovationsimported by the Brahmins,
the other onewasthelandlord system. It hel ped ingtitute the system of private property in
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Keralaand here EM S movestowards acurious blend of traditional Namboodiri myth
and Marxist method.* Observing that thereisadirect rel ation between Brahmin dominance
and the prevalence of landlordism —least in north Malabar, most in central Kerala—he
goesto ask.

In National Questionsin Kerala EM Swrote that even before the coming of the
Namboodirisland had aready gonefor towards being turned into private property.® To
Menonitisnot told how hearrived at thisreversal of theearlier assumption. Theargument
had shifted from seeing the Namboodiris as the harbingers of a new economic order,
which would associate them aso with the deeply ambivalent heritage of caste and
landlordism.? It wasin another context that EM Stook up what was lying beneath the
surface of thisbenign delineation of the devel opment of the caste system: the question of
inequality.?” Menon continued that in an attempt tolocate the higtory of Buddhisminancient
Kerala he argued for a clash between those who espoused Buddhism and those who
wel comed the never immigrant Brahmins. Buddhism was seen ashaving ariseninresponse
to the subordination of the mgjority of the peopleto atiny minority despite the social
advancement brought about by the division of labor through caste.?® Thevictory over
Buddhism of Sankaracharyaand the Advaita philosophy represented not only thetriumph
of anideology but ashiftinthere ation of production. For EM Sthiswasacrucia watershed
inthe history of Keralaand hewent a ong with thetradition held by the Namboodirisin
the Keralol pathythat the Maayalam erawhich beginsin 825 AD commemorated this
event.® Hispreferencefor thisNamboodiri mythisinteresting considering the other options
availableto him. Buddhism perished becauseit represented an ol der order which may
have had greater equality between peopl e asapremise but wastied to astagnant mode of
production.

EMS swork isapowerful example of the Brahmin coming of agein south India,
emerging out of thetrenchant critiques of the Dravidian movement aswell asthe soul
searching within the Namboodiri community to forgeahistory that restored the Brahmins
to their rightful place.®* On the face of it, EMS's use of Marxism and its conceptsis
idiosyncratic at best andinstrumental at worst.** EM Sargued that in medieval Keralathe
bas swas European feudd whilethe superstructurewasBrahmini.e. Asaticand it wasthis
Brahmanica superstructurewhichwasresponsblefor thefurther devel opment of productive
forces.® To Menon, EM S swasapurposive history which misunderstood Marxism for
the political programmed of the Malayali region of Kerala?? It was necessary to counter
the Dravidian critiquetoimagineaunity withintheregion of individual s constructed as
Malayalisrather than as Brahmin or non-Brahmin. EM S sattemptsto |eap away from
history by asserting the pastinessof casteand morality denied their tangibility in the present
andtheir continuing legacy.®
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Accordingto T K Ravindranthemisuse of Marxian methodol ogy can beillustratedin
thewritingsof EM SNamboodiripad. He pointed out that in National Questionsin Kerala
EM Sapplied Marx’sideaof Asatic Mode of Productionto explainthesocia formationin
ancient Kerala. Practically with no observed data Namboodiripad has written a shout
chapter based on wispy specul ation about the primitive economic processand structure of
society.® Herealized eventually that thewhole exercisewasvain or frivolousand wrotea
longtractinsdf criticisminhislater book Kerala charitravum SamskaravumOruMarxist
Mikshanam. Inthisbook he has applied the materidistic conception rather wrongly making
it stand on itshead. Here economic determinismismadetoyield up the ghost and wefind
castedeterminism standing initsplace.®

When analyzing the history of KeralaNamboodiripad introduced and elaborated a
concept of jati janmi naduvazhi medhavitwamto explain thesocia formationin Kerala.
According to Ravindranin doing so from materialism of Marx hegoesoff at atangent and
cameto rest inthe opposite camp of Marx Webber’ sreligiousinterpretation for therise of
capitalism.*” Namboodiripad takes caste asthe basi ¢ factor that determinesthe course of
history in Kerala. Hisreading of the historic situationisabsolutely correct based on the
dependableand veritablefactsbut to call it aMarxist perspectiveispatently wrong when
casteismadethe determining factor in history, economic elementshasto seek aplacein
the superstructure.® Caste in fact was the real causation for the rise of
janminaduvazhi domination. Namboodiripad’ sintensonisto expose, thejanmi naduvazhi
dominance that grew up under the tutelage of caste. However in this attempt he was
unintentionaly caused to extend legitimacy towhat Engel sderogated asaprimitivenonsense
and Marx condemned asthe barbaric egotism.* Thefactors of production and relations
of production, socid religiousandjudicial relations, art and literaturewereall controlled
and protected by caste. Thisway of interpreting historical evolution cannot be considered
asmaterialist because economic factor isnot the ultimate one when caste dominatesthe
scene.®® Neither were there any specific classesthat were antagonistic in the economic
sense, nor any classconflict that ushered into an epoch of social revolution.

According to EMS Namboodiripad it was the supremacy of jati that caused the
Namboodiris and Nairs to become Janmisand Naduvazhisand the leaders of culture.
The caste Hindus were able to appropriate the pickings of the labor power of the
Avarnasand non-Hindusand to dominate over them by the superiority of their caste. They
gained economic power only because of their caste authority.* To Ravindran thisshows
that Namboodiripad ishistoricaly correct but ideol ogy wrong. If he could have established
that it wastheir firm holds on and control over the means of production that made the
Namboodirisand Nairs, thelordsand rulershishistorical materialismwould havebeenon
safe ground.*? EM S argued that the superior caste could establish their sway over the
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threefiedsof socid, economic and adminigrative affairssmultaneoudy. Theuntouchable
casteand caste Hindus were forced to submit to that superior caste authority. Because of
their religious and ideol ogical superiority, the Namboodiriswere ableto dominate over
other casteHindus. Thisisthe socia reality behind theideaof Namboodiris supremacy.®
Thisclearly indicatesthat the Marxist doctrinaire has strayed way from the economic
determinism by installing caste asthebasic factor of historical evolution.*

Asaccordingto K N Panikkar history had acentral placeamong theintellectual and
scholarly interest of EM S Namboodiripad.® A substantial part of hisvoluminouswritings
ded with history. They mainly cover two areas: the history of Keralaand the history of the
national liberation movement. To the study of both he brought an analytical modeto bear
that wasrefreshingly original .* His engagement with history was not academic but an
inevitablepart of hisinvolvement with palitics. Concerned with thetransformation of society
on democratic and egalitarian lines, he could not but beinterested in theway the present
was historically congtituted. But his scholarship did not remain confined to the political
purposg, is scaled heights and reached out to areas which became the area of many a
scholar.*” Hisworks generated intense debate, within both popular and academic circle.
Thehistorical writingsof EM SNamboodiripad cover two areas- the history of Kerdaand
thehistory of theliberation movement. Through thishe achieved two objectives- first he
outlined thecourseof socid and palitical transformetion from ancient timethroughfeudaism
and colonialismtowardsapeopl€ sdemocratic Kerala. Secondly hetraced theformation
of identity and personality of Kerdaasembodied in the democratic Strugglesof thelaboring
castesand classes. While doing so hefocused on the material imperativeswhich made
socid transformation possi bleand theroleand intervention of different social classeswhich
either facilitated or retarded their process.® Hewas dubbed by someasafeudal sociaist
and asaNamboodiri who was not ableto overcome his caste prejudices.

Namboodiripad attracted criticism particularly because of hischaracterization of pre
Aryan society and hisdescription of the process of casteformationin Keraa. Hiscritics
wereof theview that EM Sdid not give duerecognitionto the achievementsof preAryan
culture. They held that hissympathieslay with Aryan culture, because of which hetended
tolionizeit at the expense of the preAryan. They aso attributed thisto hisupbringing and
Identity asaNamboodiri. Responding to this Panikkar argued that both according to him
were untrue and unscientific. He questioned thewisdom of counterpoising Aryan against
preAryan and suggested that such attemptswere part of the process of |egitimating of
vested interest.®® The second issuerel ated to the process of casteformationinKerala. In
contrast to thethen existing view that migration wasthe main cause of castedifferentiation.
EM Sfocused on social changesinternal to society. Migration and invasion; EMSheld
wereonly catalyst which facilitated and hastened the process of differentiation. *EMS's
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maininterest wastoidentify theforceswhich enabled therealization of aunited Kerala.®
Hewasinthispolitical project the expression of the democratic aspirationsof the people,
whichwereexpressed inavariety of struggles, oriented around both casteand class. His
andysisof Maabar rebellion of 1921 and thereform movement inspired by SreeNarayana
Guru arerooted in this perspective. According to EMS Namboodiripad it isfar fromthe
truth to say that the Maabar rebellion was acommunal riot, that the objectives of the
rebel swerethe destruction of Hindu religion and that the six months of rebellion were six
month of anti-Hindu atrocities. All this, however, doesnot meanthat religiousfanaticism
wastotally absent intherebellion. The numbersof forced conversonwhich did tekeplace
cannot by any stretch of imagination be explained by any other motive than religious
fanaticism. However one can and should state explicitly that the main force behind the
rebdlionwasnot fanaticismwhichwassmply aby-product.> When andyzing thisstatement
Panikkar pointed out that EM Swasthefirst to highlight theanti imperidist and anti feudal
character of the Ma abar Rebellion and at the sametimeto point thedanger inherentina
rebel consciousness circumscribed by religion.>® To EM Stherebellion wasboth acdl for
actionand awarning.

Asaccordingto Rgjan Gurukka themostimportant peculiarity of thehistorica writings
of Namboodiripad was that he subjected social issues and analyze theseissues on the
bas sof Marxism. Historical approach with redization makesEM S swritingsscientific.>
EMSdid not interested inthe detail sof the historical factsand to himit isnot necessary for
theinterpretation of socia formation and nature of metamorphosis.*Hedid not care about
objectivity inhhiswritings. To Gurukka hishistorical writingsareonly aMarxist reading of
avallablehigtorical resourcesanditisnot ascientific and theoretical interpretation of history
onthebasisof Marxism.® EM Swasoneamong rare personditiesin Kerdawho wanted
to changetheideologieswhich wasexisted inthefield of literatureand history. Heused
history asatool to liberate the working classin the stance of nationalism.>” He understood
that trangition wasthe basi ¢ nature of history and the class conflictswhich existed inthe
society played apredominant rolein thistransition. Herealizesthat production forcesare
theimportant factor which controlled the course of history and hetried to analyzeKeraa
history onthebas sof thistheory. We can seethetrangtion of history into politica philosophy
inthewritingsof EM SNamboodiripad. Heapproached history inascientificway. K K N
Kuruppu pointed out that EM Sfind out the socia, economic and cultura history of Kerda
differ from colonia gpproachesand theroleof theworking classin the construction of this
new typeof history. Perhapsit wasthefirg attempt to eva uate Keralahistory inascientific
and secular way.EM Swrote history for socia and political purpose. Helearned lessons
from eventsand he used theselessonsfor hispolitica activitiesefficiently. Heunderstood
that the production forcesand the changes were taking place dueto thisproduction forces
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in each phase of history.*® Onthebasis of thischangesEM Sanalyzed political struggles
andrevolutions.

Like Ramachandra Guha argued that as a historian Namboodiripad interpreted
everything through thelenses of classstruggle and theinevitable victory of revolutionary
communism.® To him Namboodiripad was acraven follower of acrude despot but asa
practicing politician EM Swasoneof thefinest intheland.®* Hewent onto lead adouble
life of bankrupt ideology and meaningful practice. Thiswasthetragedy aswell asthe
achievement of Namboodiripad.®? The main aimer of the historical writings of
Namboodiripad wasthat to create a new historic explanation based on working class
sobriety.® For thishe used the Marxian methodol ogy. At the sametimeheredlized that it
Isnot possibleto study the history of Keralaaswell asIndiaon the basis of thetheory of
Marxism and so he used adevised version of it.%*

Conclusion

Thecircumstanceswhich prevailed in society led EM Sto thewriting of history. He
wasgrestly influenced the colonial modernity. He had come out an involvement with the
reform movement within the Namboodiri community before hisencounter with Marxism.
Hewasinadl probability, themostimportant revol utionary figuremodern Indiahasproduced.
Hewas certainly the most accomplished, the most original and creative, and the most
enduringly influential onthelarger stage. Hisanalysisof landlordism and land relations,
nationality formation in Indiaand Kerala, the character of the Indian state and society,
evolving Indian politics, theopportunitiesand limitsof Indian parliamentary democracy,
the caste system and thetricky class-caste equations, theideol ogies of Mahatma Gandhi
and Jawaharlal Nehru and various aspects of history and culture are contributions of
unsurpassed origindity, brillianceandinfluenceinthelndianleft. According to EM Sworking
classaonecan develop history asscience. Itistheonly classwho wasnot interested in
hiding historical factsand can be objective. So we can see classidentity in the place of
Brahminidentity. Conscioudy hedid not approach history on thebasisof Brahmanism.
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IMPACT OF ANIMPERIALIST WAR:
TRAVANCORE -A CASE STUDY

*Binnie Mathew

Abstract

The Second World War and its effects in Travancore is the point of discussion in
this article. Travancore was one of the Princely Sates of British India. The war condition
forced Travancore to help the British in the warfront. The Sate contributed men, money
and materials in total. Other than the direct contribution to the warfront by Travancore,
the indirect repercussions let loose by it was very huge in areas such as trade, agriculture
and economy. Imports to Travancore had fallen, especially the staple food items.
Travancore's biggest industry was the coir industry and it was badly hit by the stoppage
of foreign export trade. The reason for all these was the ‘colonial interdependence’
generated due to colonialism for so many years. Though in the form of sending soldiers
or granting huge contributions to the war front, the Princely Sate of Travancore,
became part and parcel of this exploitation on the pretext of efficient utilization of the
Sate’s productive economic resources in war time.

Keywords: imperialism, resources, extractions, accumulation, recruitment, structural changes, hoarding,
inflation, migration.
Introduction

Thefirst half of the twentieth century experienced two World Wars because of the
confrontations among theimperial powers. Theintensity and scale of these Wars had
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tremendous effects on every aspect of human life and it marked the final stage of
imperialism. The Second World War wasdeclared on 3 September 1939 and the Viceroy
of Indiaannounced the unilateral participation of British Indiain the War. It waswithout
consulting Indian leaders that India was made a participant of this European war. As
happened inthe First World War, among colonies, India scontributionintermsof providing
men and material wasvery high.

Objective of the Sudy

Theprincipa objectiveof thisstudy isto analyze and explorethe effect of the Second
World War on Travancore.,

M ethodology

Themethodol ogy followed isqudlitative and argumentativein nature, making use of
the unpublished primary sources, hitherto unexplored, a ong with the published primary
sources, News Papers, Ph.D. Dissertations and Journals and other secondary sources
avalable

Thewar brought thetiny Princely State of Travancoreinto thewar-front. Consequently
the State had to face many problems, challengesand new structura changes. Thepolicy of
positiveresponse from Travancore with respect to thewar wasindebted to itsstructure of
power. Travancore hel ped Britainand itsAlliesagaingt the Fascist forces.

Financial Extractions for the War

Young men were recruited to the battlefield and al so for the construction works.
Evenduring theinitial yearsof thewar, Travancore soldierswerevery activein North
Africa, Egypt, Central Africa, North Eastern bordersof Indiaand the North East Asian
regions. Variousfinancial extractionswith respect to thewar took placein Travancore.
Therewaspopul arisation for investmentsin Defence L oansthroughout the State. With the
sanction of the Government, the Defence L oans Committee arranged for the conduct of a
lottery for Rs. 101akhs, of which 50% wasto be utilized for thewar aid.*

Production of War Materials

The predominant feature of theindustrid activity inthe state during the period wasthe
production of war materialsto meet the demands of the Department of supply. Eventhe
normd industrid activitiesweredirected towardsthisobjective. Thusfactorieswereworking
for longer hoursandinfull capacity to copewiththe ever increasing demand. Thesupplies
camefrom government aswell asprivateindustria enterprises. Between 1939-1945there
was demand for enormous quantitiesof timber for thewar purpose. Naturally theexisting
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millsexpanded their output and alarge number of new millscameto be started in various
partsof the country.? The Forest department of the state undertook supply of al available
quantity of valuabletimber for War Purposes. Intotal variouskindsof timber estimated at
avalueof over Rs. 20 lakhshad been supplied. Thevalue at which the supply was made
was|ower than the market pricefor which timber was sold inthat time.

Therewasgreat demand for burnt coconut shell for charcoal. Coconut oil wasalso
muchimportantinthewar supply materids. Thecoir industry inthe state, amost completely
devoted to the production of war materials.2With aview to effecting prompt and efficient
supplies, Travancoregovernment itself undertook the contract through the Coir Association
inthe state. Tent components made of coir consisting chiefly of bagsand camouflage nets
were supplied. The possibilitiesof using coir for soles of boots had been explored. The
Travancore Rubber works owned by Travancore Government supplied rubber goods
such as ground sheets, and hose pipes.* Indian Rubber Production Board had Head
Quartersin Travancore and itsextensive suppliesof rubber were assured for War Purposes.

Thuscapital accumul ation was experienced in Travancorein agreat scaleduring the
War time. Asan example Harrisonsand Crossfield’sWar time production, executed large
contracts for fabricated steel hutting and various steel works.® It is aso worthwhile
mentioning therole of War Supplies Syndicatewith theleading firms, industrialistsand
manufactures in the state.® Such as Travancore Rubber Works, Institute of Textile
Technol ogy, Government Ceramic Works, the Travancore Wood Worksat Mundakkayam
etc. Thecotton millsat Quilon supplied bandage and gauze cloth. Thusthetota contribution
from Travancore at the end of March, 1944 wasfor Rs. 23.41 lakh.’

Mineral sandssuch asMonazite, Ilmenite, Zircon, Titanium Oxide etc were, prior to
thewar, mined and exported overseasinlarge quantities.® The Ceramic Factory started
manufacturing operationsduring thewar yearsand large ordersboth for theraw materia
and for manufactured products had comein from the War Supplies Department, ie., the
products specialy meant for war purposes, not for local needs. The Government Ceramic
factory at Kundaraconcentrated itseffortson the supply of crockery, porcdaninsulators
and other materials for war purposes. Other than these types of materias, crockery,
insulation, cotton goods, other implementsand tools, lemon grassail ... etc had items of
war export from Travancore. The state undertook execution of ordersunder the Small
ScaleIndustries Scheme, and therewere several agenciesboth, official and non officia
which supplied variouskindsof articlesintended for War Purposes. Travancoregovernment
organized the businessinterestsin the sate so asto servewith the maximum efficiency the
demand of the Department of Supply. Thus Travancorewasfully exploited for thewar
purposeinthepretext of full utilization of thewar demand.
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A Negative Impact on Normal Life

Tradersand merchantsin variousfiel dsexperienced and confronted an unprecedented
crisisdueto thewar. Exportsto foreign countries which constituted alarge portion of
Travancore' strade and theimport of ricefrom Burmaon which depended her food had
both cameto astandstill on account of thewar.® Stocksin godowns began to deteriorate.
Merchantslost heavily and middlemen wereamost ruined, but theworst suffererswere
the depressed classes, for whom there were no escape from diseases, utter despair
and privation.

Unemployment

Asadirect result of thewar, the coir industry lost the European continental markets
and theimposition of export quotas and restricted shipping facilitiesled to the closing
down of most of the coir factoriesinthe state. Thiscreated unemployment onalargescae
among the factory labourers, and al so among thousands of the population all over the
coastal areawho had been depending on thisindustry for their daily sustenance. There
were hundreds of non-factory coir labourersaso in the state, who had been thrown out of
employment asaconsequenceof thiswar situation. A possibility of expansion of thelndian
market was al so serioudy crippled on account of transport difficulties.

The Ta ukschiefly affected by unemployment among labourers (both non factory and
factory) inthe statewere Amba apuzha, Shertallal and part of Vaikom.? In coastal villages
like Chirayinkil and Karthikapalli also non-factory labourers had been thrown out of
employment. Alleppey, the centre of the coir industry wasvery badly hit dueto thewar.
Restrictionson shipping had brought theindustry practically to astandstill. Alleppey was
also severdy hit by Cyclone. Eveninthat circumstance the Dewanwhovisited Alleppey
exhorted the peopl eto co-operate with themintheir war efforts.t

Ordersfor coir storesplaced by the Supply Department of the Government of India
provided some amount of work in the coir factories. But theindustry had much to say
againg thepalicy of the Supply Department, which had to alargeextent upset theequilibrium
of themarket. Onthe advice of Government, the manufacturer organized themsalvesinto
anAssociation known asthe Coir, Matsand Matting ManufacturersAssociation, Alleppey
for promoting theinterestsof theindustry.*?

Some parts of the economy were much more vulnerabl e than other with respect to
theWar time experience. With respect to Travancore, it couldn’t produceitsown food; it
couldn’t makeitsown cloth. It relied entirely on export and import requirements. With
respect to the unemployment generated by thewar, global marketsfor variousarticles,
war supply production and the resultant job opportunitieswere very meager. A number of
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coir factorieswere closed down inthe state dueto the war situation and the consequent lull
in business. The number of labourers employed in the above factories were had been
thrown out of employment was about 30,000.%* Because of the War, trade declined, and
was disrupted, the articles for the War purposes were manufactured in large scalein
Travancore. Theworkersintheunorganized sector lost their jobsand new techniciansand
other war rel ated manufactures got employment.

Vulnerable Food Situation

Travancore had received rice from neighbourslike Cochin and Madras. But dueto
the War situation, even Cochinand Madras couldn’t get needed rice. Thusdecreasein the
supply of grainsa so deteriorated the condition. The situation was seriousamong labourers
in plantationsof rubber and tea, who did essential worksfor thewar servicesthere.

During thewartimeand even after, thefood problem affected entireIndia. Travancore
wasnot behind that. One causewasthedisruptionin seatrade and the consequent difficulty
ingetting seagoing vessd sfor carrying food materia's. Another causewasthedlocation of
thefood materialsfor thearmy meninthe battlefield. Because of these reasonstherewas
food shortagein the market.

Hoarding and Inflation

Thenthereoccurred asituation for hoarding. At the sametimewith theinflation and
risein pricesof the commoditiescommon people could never manageto buy the staple
food items. Thefood positioninthispart of the country, whichwasmorecritical than that
of Bengd, testifiesthat the aftermath of the Second World War witnessed asteeprisein
the price of all commodities, especialy of staple products.* Related to thefood crisis
poverty and unemployment naturaly led toincreasein theft and anti socid activities.™

The severe food problem was an important after effect of the war. People were
afflicted with dangerous diseasesin Travancore and malnutrition. During that emergency
Stuation generated by the War, every attempt had been madeto popularisethe consumption
of milletsand tapiocaasasubstitution for rice. It must also be mentioned that poverty was
experienced by thesoldiersinthe battlefield a so. Vitamin tabletswere supplied asfood in
thebattlefield for thesoldiers.

Theacute difficulty experienced by the press on account of the shortage of paper,
confronted educational ingtitutionsaswell. It wasreported that in many partsof theworld
and evenin certain partsof British India, examinations had been stopped, or postponed
for that reason. Dewan commended them, paper isnolonger used primarily for writing, it
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isused for cartridge casesand munitionsof al sorts. Because of thewar, importsof paper
diminished because of blockade on shipping.

Theworking of the Transport Department was seriously handicapped because of the
risein the price of petrol and oil asanatural result of the war situation. Even price of
bicycles, went up during thewar time. Thelossof BurmaOil Fieldsand thevast supply of
Rubber from Maayaand East Indies brought about the necessity to ensure the stocks of
petrol and tireavailablein Indiawhich was possible only by restricting operationsto the
lowest possi ble minimum. Along with thischarcoal assumed greater importance asafuel
i.e.thecharcoal gas.

During thiswar, young men went for various servicesin army, navy and air force.
Their massrecruitment was one of the characteristics of animperialist War. Inone sense
thisexpl ditative character seemed ablessing in disguisefor the poverty stricken masses.
They feltit an opportunity tojointhe’British Indian Army’. The government machinery
only considered these massrecruited men asmere mercenaries. That iswhy after thewar,
these people were sent to their homelands with bare hands. Because of war condition
more long term jobs were disrupted and replaced by some short term jobs. The ‘War
Recruitment’ wasan exampleof ‘shorttermjobs'.

Acutefood distresswhich affected each and every family thenin Travancore, least
considered their caste or religion with respect to thejoining of thearmy. Inthewar front
they mingled each other. Themassrecruitment into British Indian forcesirrespective of
castediluted the compartmentalization of Travancoresociety. It indicatesthat socialy a
positive change occured along with thewar.

With respect to the migration therewasexternal and internal migration. It happened
asadirect result of the War. A large number of youth wererecruited for war related jobs
and sent to other partsof Indiaand evento foreign countrieslike Myanmar, Maayaand
Singapore. Internal Migration occurred asan indirect result of theWar. Thisisconnected
withthe expansion of cultivation. Inthisrespect internal migration accel erated therebirth
of theold order, i.e., theresurgence of landlordism. When there occurred shortage of food
materials, under the program of * Grow MoreFood', therewas exhortation on the peasants
to cultivatethefalow lands. Thisepisode becameacausefor internal migration of peasants
totherura land. Establishment of Fertilizersand Chemicalsof Travancore (FACT) in
1943, hence occupiesanimportant position for compromising the needto increasedomestic
riceyieldsby theuseof chemical fertilizers.’®

Conclusion

Theresources of the colonieswere exploited and utilised for theimperia war effort,
not alwaysjustifiable. The over enthusiasm of the State of Travancoreinthisimperialist
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effort was al so unjustifiable showing concomitant imperial overstretch. State, withits
economy being subordinated to theimperialist economical structurewasthusbound to
undergo amagor impact. All these underlinetheideathat the Travancore economy moulded
towardsagreater command over itsresourcesfor the War extraction. Itisevidently clear
that thiscolonial extraction wasat its peak during the respective War period. Growth of
several industriesduring thewar time showsin asense apositive effect on the state, in
connectionwith the production of war materials. Temporary asthisphasewas, it resulted
inthegrowth of alargenumber of small and largeemployersand of skilled and semi skilled
workers. Other than the direct contribution to thewarfront by Travancore asmen, money
and material, theindirect repercussions|et loose by it were very hugein areas such as
trade, agriculture, economy and social spheres.
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SOCIAL ACTIVISM OF JYOTIBA PHULE AND
AYYANKALI-A COMPARATIVE STUDY

*Divya.S

Abstract

Mahatma Phule was the pioneer Indian activist, thinker, social reformer and writer
from Maharashtra and he worked hard for the annihilation of caste and its evils. Age
long suppressed humanity of the eighteenth century Maharashtra witnessed its liberator
in the form of Jyotiba Phule. Likewise in Kerala Ayyankali was the first and foremost
social reformer, hailing from the lowest rung of the society. He attempted to emulate
the depressed classes from the fetters of historical segregation, intricate with hierarchical
structure of society and rigid caste system. The struggles of Mahatma Phule and
Mahatma Ayyankali greatly influenced the dalits in India and Kerala respectively.
Today, the civic rights struggles of these reformers have undergone serious discussion
in the course of history and contact with the existing system of historical knowledge
and these studies are bound to be of great interest to the academic society.

Keywords: Hegemony, public sphere, thinking revolutionaries, sathya shodak samgj, Sadhu Jana
Paripalana Sangam

I ntroduction

Therevolt of man against dominance hasbeen acontinuing factor in history. Itis
marked by hismarch from fear to fearlessness, but in between the two, multipleformsof
protestsemerged. History isanimportant epistemol ogical tool to eva uate and confirmthe

* Research Scholar, Department of History, University of Kerala
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civilizationsof the past that depict not merely themateria achievementsof thet civilization
but dsoitsstructurd arrangementsthat defined itstragjectoriesand offered themtherequired
momentum for surviving. All historical writingstry to analyzethe past through the present
historica knowledgeand new research attemptstorationaly reimaginetheexistingempirica
knowledge and itsepistemol ogy.

The socia awakening which ushered in the advent of modern society wasachieved
by theuntiring effortsof various social reformerswho spearheaded the movement against
obnoxious social customs, obscurantism and various socio religiousdisabilities. Socio
reform movementsinthebeginning of the 19" century inspired thesocid, palitica, economic
cultural and religious spheres, which becamean insight to all communitiesand introduced
new ideol ogiesand attitudesto thesociety. Theddits, large sectionsof the country underwent
radical changesthrough themovements. The pioneersof thesereformerswere Mahatma
Phulein Maharashtra, EV Ramaswami Naicker in Tamil Nadu and Vagbhadananda, Sree
Narayana guru, Ayyankali, Vaikom Abdulkhadar Moulavi, Poikayil Sree Kumara
gurudevan, and Kurumpan Daivathanin Keralawho gathered who momentum among
youthsabout the patheti c conditionsof their communities. Among them Phuleand Ayyankali
werethe pioneering reformerswho used lifeasagreat weagpon against theevils. Thisstudy
therefore, iscritically analyzing their social strugglesto accomplishtheir god.

Objective of the Sudy

Theobjectiveof thearticleisto focusthe socia activism of Phuleand Ayyankali,
thesignificance of the age and how much they influenced thedditsintheir respectiveregion.

M ethodology

Thearticle, prepared on the basis of both archival and secondary sourcesiswritten
asper themethod of scientific historical research. Themethodol ogy followed isdescriptive
and argumentativein nature. Themethodol ogy adopted for thisstudy ishistorica, andyticd
and theoretical and critically observed each of thethemes. Mgor eventsnarrated inthis
study are corroborated with avail able documentsand formul ated desirabl efindings based
ontheexisting system of knowledge.

The nineteenth century witnessed far reaching changesinthedifferent parts of India
and it brought about anew phasein the socio economic, political, rdigiousand educational
life of the people of the region. It was because of the emergence of several leadersas
reformersand their activisminthedifferent partsof the country. Among themthepioneers
were MahatmaPhuleand Ayyankali in Maharashtraand Keralarespectively.

M ahatma Phule was an Indian activist, thinker, social reformer and writer from
Maharashtraand worked hard for theannihilation of casteanditsevils’. Phulewasbornin
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1827, asthe son of an obscurelower castefamily who pioneered the attack on thereligious
authority of the Brahmins. The experiencein hischildhood laid degpimpact on Phule. The
Brahmins|eft no stone unturned to prevent thelower classfrom enjoying the benefits of
literacy. One such incident occurred when a Brahmon clerk prevented Phule' sfather
GovindaRao, from admitting young Phulein aschool .2 Anincident of personal insultin
which hewasinvited to the marriage ceremony of aBrahmon friend and then insulted by
oneof theorthodox that compelled himtoleave* washighly humiliating. All these contributed
to formulatetheres stance movement infuture.

What M ahatma Phule of M aharashtrahad experienced during hisyounger daysat
the hands of the upper castes,was experienced on MahatmaAyyankdi aso at the hands of
theSavarnasinKerala

Ayyankali wasbornin 1863 at Venganoor in Trivandrum district and hisparentswere
Ayyan and Malabel onging to depressed classes. During the time the depressed classes
had to face the challenges posed by the caste Hindus. Such monstrousinequalitiesand
unjust lawsthat hampered just practiceshad to be attacked by and removed from the path
of life.

Itissaid that one day while hewas engrossed in afootbal| game during the Onam
festival theball went very high and fell over the house of an upper caste neighbor. The
neighbor, who became angry with the doings of thisuntouchable boy |ost histemper and
began to scold the boy using bitter and abusive words®. Thisincident was more than
enough for Ayyankali to feel ashamed and humiliated.

Moreover the conditionsof the dalitsduring thetime of thesereformerswere quite
pathetic. Majority of the dalits were considered inferior in race by the caste Hindus.
Everywhereexisted socia discrimination and oppression between man and man because
of cagtedigtinctions®. They could not tolerate the social injustice, abuses, and frustrations
prevalent then. Infact, intheseregions, these peopleweredenied of all their naturd rights:
birth right, professional rights, educational rights, equal wagerights, right towak onthe
Sreets, wear chappas, wear decent garments, useumbrellas, right to draw from thecommon
wells, right to templeentry, right to seek justicein the courtsand police stations. Inthis
Stuationthey redlized thefact that they arethered victimsof castedifferenceswhileothers
enjoying thefruitsof freedom at any sense. Thebad experiencesof these untouchableslad
deepimpact onthem and it madethem think and act. Thefocusisthat amanisformedsby
hisown experience.

In order to bring changesin thelife of dalits Phule established aschool for girlsin
1848, at Punein Maharashtra. He expressed hisview that knowledge would generate
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forcesthat would sound the death kneel of the age old order and liberate the subjugated
lives. Fromthisyear Phule continued hiseducationa effortsand gained popular support.

With avision of fundamenta changein society Phulelaunched amovement for the
liberation of the lower class from the clutches of Brahmins. In 1873 he founded the
Sathyashodak Samg) that challenged caste and Brahmanism. From 1873 heworked for
theso called untouchables. Hiswritingsawaysinfluenced the people of hissociety. By this
time he gained unquestioned recognition asaforcewithin Western Maharashtra’.

InKerala, Ayyankali realized thefact that the only way to liberate the untouchables
wasfostering of education among them. Though anilliterate, Ayyankali wasfully aware of
thefact that education was al so necessary for them to demand their rightsto live as other
peoplelived. Inorder to get the same he started Sadhu Jana Paripalana Sangamin 1907.
Actually through the organization they enjoyed the freedom of association and this
organization madethe people strong.

Itisthefact thatboth of themwerefully aware of theimportance of education. Witha
vision of fundamental changein society Phuleand Ayyankali launched movementsfor the
liberation of lower classes, this gave importance on equality of all human beings,
ceaselessness, rationality andjustice.

JyotibaPhul€ sthinking wasrevolutionary fromacultura point of view. Inalmost all
hiswritingshe never used theterm ‘ Hindu' . Hetook astand from without and judgesthe
wholecultureintermsof two ruthlesdy applied va uesisrationdity and equdity. Hisactions,
language and writingsshow aclear placement among theidentification with themassesand
their traditions. He does not take a stand outside the society, but rather one outsidethe
cultural system which had for solong dominated the society. Phule saw the caste systemas
the essence of Hinduism and sought to unmask the culture of oppressionthat it sustained,
thebruta davery that it sanctified®.

Phul€ sgreatest contribution wasin hisrigorouscultura revol utionary stand, hisdrive
for equdity and rationdity, and inthe creation of an organi zation, the Sathyashodak Sama,
whichwould carry on agitationfor socia and religiousreform at amassleve. However his
followersfailed to coordinate this Cultural Revolution with aconsistent economic and
politica programme'°.

Phule saysBrahmon rulewasaregimethat used state power and religious hegemony
to maintain exploitation. The exploited classwasthe peasantry and thekey exploitersthe
bureaucracy, which the Brahmans dominated even under the colonial rule. Hemadethe
theory akind of incipient historical materialisminwhich economicexploitation and cultura
dominanceareinterwoven'. Phulecriticized Hinduism at every point. Hechallenged its
legitimacy and questioned itsexistence. According to him Hinduismisnot alegitimate
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religion but superstition, abag of tricks, aweapon of domination. Thefeminist scholar
UmaChakravarthi described Phule asaforerunner e aborating thetheory of  Brahamnical
Patriarchy’. Phule€ sargument wasthat knowledge, education, and sciencewerewegpons
of advance of the expl oited masses. Knowledge was aweapon for equality and human
freedom aswell aseconomic advance.

The humanitarian concepts of Buddha, Kabir and Tukaram inspired Phulein the
battle against discriminatory Brahmanism. Phulewascritical of the Brahmanic attitude
towards Buddhism and the cruel percussion of itsfollowers by tactfully absorbing the
salient features of thelatter and eventually deposing the sameasinferior’2.

Coming of Ayyankai intothesocial arenaisso significant inthehistory of Kerala®.
The stepstaken by Ayyankali for social freedom such aswalk along public roads, to
break the upper caste monopoly in education, to defy the customary ban against the
untouchabl es entering into the public markets etc are very important in the present day
context. All hisactivitieswererevol utionary in character and it was because he strongly
believed that only thiscould generate their needsaswell. Hemade hisfirst entry into the
socia arenain 1898 by using villuvandi which wasforbidden for the untouchables. He
dressed like acaste Hindu. He used the same asthe means of protest and challenged the
existing orders. He ultimately stood against thejathi maryadaand the hegemony of the
period. Actually Ayyankali, the brave and courageous|eader created apublic spherefor
theDalitsinthisperiod.

Ayyankali who hailed from the dalit community tried to educate and enlighten his
peopleand thereby empower themto bargainfor their legitimaterights'. In spiteof socid,
educetiond and economic disahilities, the untouchabl eshave made organized effortsunder
theleadership of Ayyankali to throw away the yokethat custom and casterestrictionshad
placed on them®.

Ayyankdi redized that al thedisabilitiesof hispeoplewereduetothelack of education
among them and a so dueto discrimination onthebasisof caste. Ayyankali wasawarethat
education was also necessary for them to demand their rightsto live asother peoplelived.
Ayyankali felt that organi zation wasinevitablefor pushing the programshehadin mindfor
theuplift of the so called untouchables. It wasthefirst timeinthehistory of Keralaalabour
strikewas conducted by Ayyankali to get the educationa rights.

Conclusion

Phule and Ayyankali sprung up asthe unquestionabl e leaders and exercised great
influence upon the society. They dedicated their mental resource for the uplift of their
society. Inthegaaxy of socia reformersand protectorsof Dalitsthey succeededin carving
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out an enviable position. They earned their place by their substantial contributionto the
uplift of the oppressed brethren. If welook into the activities of these reformerswe can
seethat therewere several smilaritiesbetween thetwo. One cannot usetoday’ syardstick
to assesstheir worth. When one understandsthe socio politico environment of theerain
which these people struggled, can their worth betruly eva uated.
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COLONIAL CAPITAL AND DEVELOPMENT OF
COFFEE PLANTATIONSIN TRAVANCORE

*|_ekha Rani.M .L

Abstract

Coffee was the first among the plantation crops imported into India and into
Travancore. The climate and the soil of Travancore were found to be perfect for coffee
plantation. It was the chief crop of the planting districts of Travancore. The present
study is an attempt to trace the development of coffee plantations in Travancore. The
specific focus on Travancore is useful because it allows an analysis of the relationship
between this formally independent state and colonial rulers. Historically the beginnings
of coffee plantations in Travancore were a product of colonialism.

Key Words: Colonialism, Plantation

I ntroduction

Theeconomic organization of Travancore state underwent extensive changesunder
the impact of the West. The pattern of revenue settlement, private property system,
accessibility of cultivable land in abundance at low price etc attracted the individual
entrepreneur to plantations. The British officialsstimul ated the creation of new politico-
economic climateto attract European planters and stimul ate the production of western
oriented crops.
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Objectives

1. Toenquireinto the context of the introduction of coffee asaplantation crop into
Travancore,

2.  Tomakeacomprehensive study of theevolution of coffee plantationin Travancore;
and

3. Tosearchintotheroleof colonia government ininstigating the cultivation of coffee
plantation.

M ethodology

Thereconstruction of thehistory of coffee plantationin Travancoreispossibleonly
through thecritical study of primary sourcesand comparative anaysiswith available data.
A synthesis of the descriptive and analytical styleshas been used throughout the studly.
Chronologica order hasbeen maintained asfar aspossible.

TheBritish East India Company tried to cultivate coffeein thevicinity of Anjengo.
Unfortunately for the British, they were confronted by great difficulties.! Thefirgtindividua
effort to cultivate coffeein Travancore was made by W Huxham, who stared planting in
the hills of east Quilon in 1824. His plantation was named as Campalle. But he faced
severd difficulties. Eventhoughfirst coffee plantation commenced in 1824, large coffee
plantations started developing only after 1860's.

Role of Colonel Newall in Spreading Coffee Cultivation (1821-1827)

TheBritishResdent Newd| played acrucid roleinthedevel opment of coffeeplantation
inTravancore. Newall encouraged Huxham, the English planter to start an agro enterprise
gpecializing, amongst other cropsin coffee, advised him about sel ection of suitableland
andinggted the Dewanto providethe necessary legd assistancefor Huxham'sundertakings.
Inaletter writtenin 1832 to Dewan, theinterest of British Resident to pursuethe policy to
stimul ate the devel opment of plantation sector can be seen very clearly: “I cannot too
strongly urgethat the Sircar (ie., the Travancore state) should at once declare the policy
which it proposesto adopt with regard to these jungles and make the gentle man who
applied awarewhether they can cultivatethesejungles. Every day isof importance, and |
received repeated requests from gentleman to know when they may accept answersto
their gpplications.” The correspondence between Huxham, Newall and Dewan illustrates
the pioneer difficultiesregarding thelega acquisition of land.?

Role of Colonedl J.S Fraser

Resident Fraser aso favoured the development of plantation sector. At first the
Travancore government was not interested in coffee cultivation by foreigners. So they
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rejected the application of Huxham. In early May 1836 Huxhaminformed thethen British
Resident Colonel J.S Fraser, that “the Dewan has repeatedly promised to execute the
grant for land. I commenced cultivating in 1832 but he has hither to do s0”. Huxham
disclaimed any desireto cause difficulties by submitting yet more applicationsand ask
Fraser to put in agood word at suitable opportunity. “ Either it has escaped hisattention
hither to or | have somefasefriend at theHuzur”, Huxham concluded hisletter. After a
few days Fraser reported to Huxham “1 have spoken to the Dewan on the subject of the
grant and hetellsmethat necessary papersarein preparation” .2 Only two monthslater, the
Dewan Subba Rao explained his objectionsto the British Resident. According to him
Huxham'’s cultivated ground seemsto have been without any regular sanction.* However
the Dewan who wasaware of hissubordinate position, wasnot abletoimplement hispoint
of view by taking counter measures. Further historical evidence suggeststhat the Dewan,
most probably strongly pressured by the resident to take immediate measures, finally
compiled with the British wishesmaking all necessary arrangementsto meet Huxham's
request.® Thisoccurred only in six months after Huxham’sinitial approach to Resident
Fraser and presumably following years of disagreement with SubbaRao.

Thiscaseishighly illugtrativeinthepalitica context of European plantationinthefirst
half of the nineteenth century in Travancore. Most of the British Residentsfavoured the
development of European plantation sector. Dewan Subba Rao, opposed the earlier
agreement made between Huxham, Newall and VenkataRao. Because of hissubordinate
position, hewas not ableto take any counter measures. Ashead of bureaucracy he could
do no morethan delay the process.

Role played by General Cullen (1840-60) in Spreading Coffee Plantations

Coffeewasafresh introduced into Travancore and extended to the hillsabout the
year 1854 by General Cullen, thethen British Resident.” Heafter procuring seedsfromthe
Nilagiri hill planted asmall experimenta gardenin 1854 at VVdimaa near Padmanabhapuram
at theheight of about 1,800 feet. Here hecultivated cocoa, clover, coffeeand other valuable
plants. Thisgarden continuefor along timeand was extended. Another small garden of
somewhat two acres was planted at Ashamboo, at a height of about 3,000 feet, which
became the nuclear of alarge estate opened by the prince and Sir Madhava Rao who
jointly purchased General Cullen’sgarden after hisdeath.®

Cullenreintroduced coffeeand teato hismany experimenta gardensandthey became
the most important plantation cropsduring the second half of the nineteenth century.’® This
British Resident isal so credited with the discovery that the Ashamboo and Cardamom
Hillsregionwereextremely suitablefor the cultivation of coffee.* Hisexperimental garden
at Ashamboo wastheforerunner inthe development of large coffee estatesin that area.
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Cullenwasnot the only the British Residentsto show agresat personal interest in planting.
Most of hiscolleagueswerelike minded.

The coffee cultivated areas in Travancore extended to South, North and Central
Travancore. By 1862, the planters secured about 15,118 acresof land and by 1879 there
were 121 regular coffee estates. The period from 1850 to 1860 was known as coffee
period. The production and export of coffeereached itsheight during the 1870s. But after
1875 this situation changed. In 1875, aleaf disease appeared and its ravages became
terribly serious. Theplantershad to desert their coffee estatesoneby one. Theresult was
that the acreage under coffee was reduced considerably. Thefirst serious check to the
coffeeindustry wasgiven by the stem borer’?, Xyl otrechus Quadruples, which threatened
the coffeeplantsin 1860's

The Leaf Disease of Coffee Plant — (Hemalia Vextraitix)

Theleaf disease must have made its entry into India by the way of the seedlings
brought over from Ceylon to various entire estates, especially between Agastiar and
Ashamboo and numerous portions of other estates al o were abandoned asunprofitable.
The spores of thefunguswereblown from treeto treeand fromfieldto field by thewind
and thus it very soon attacked every tree in the estate and in fact every estate in the
country.®®

In 1888 Travancore government issued aproclamation regarding thelevying of tax
on abandoned coffeelands!. In 1897 the Coffee AwarenessAct was passed.’> Because
of the bad situation in the coffee plantati on sector, caused by the coffeeleaf disease and
the unfavorabl e coffee priceson theworld market in the period 1879-1888, the government
abandoned land tax in the Peermade and Ashamboo hills.*® During the late 1870'sthe
planters began to consider alternative crops. It appeared clearly in October 1871 on
severa estates, but only became common after 1872.1" Travancore's coffee export
increased from 910 cwtsin 1843 to animpressive 49,503 cwt in 1876-1877. It declined
sharply to 3,978 cwtsat the end of the century.®®. Either teaof rubber replaced coffeein
many districtsand fieldswere smply abandoned asthey were not profitableto operate.’®

Plunge in the Price of Coffee

Coupled withtheleaf disease, there seemsto have been depressionin price of coffee
during the ten years from 1879 to 1888.%° This was another reason that discouraged
coffeeplanting and led to theabandonment of coffee cultivationinmany partsof Travancore.
The severe problem faced by the planters of coffee dueto consistent failure of coffeeis
reflected intheir correspondence with the government of Travancorein late nineteenth
century.?ltispointed out that the main factor behind the depression in coffee priceswas
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theemergenceof comparatively chegper Brazilian coffeeinthe\World market. Brazil occupied
the prominent positioninthemarket of coffee. Asthedepressioninthecultivation of coffee
continued the government suspended for thetime being the collection f theland tax.

Theexport of coffeediminished during thisperiod. Themoney value of export were
Rs.1,12,909in 1070 M .E. (1894) and Rs.1,26,982in 1079 M..E. (1903-04); from 1890
it steadily declined reaching thelowest figurein 1073 ML (1897-98) viz. Rs.41,467. It
againrosegradually till it recovered thelost ground in 1900-01. It rosevery highin 1901-
02toRs.1,50,688 and again declined to Rs.1,19,07 in 1902-03. It showed further decrease
in 1903-4. Thesevariationsillustrate the vicissitudes of fortune of the coffee planting
industry.Z

According to aplanter writing inthe Madras Times, coffeeisscarcely remunerative
and henceis gradually giving place to tea.2 The export of tea was showing a steady
increaseduring thisperiod. Coffeeexport diminished after eighties. It showsthat the export
whichwas 11,099 cwts during 1885-86 declined to 2314 cwtsby 1896-97. Thelowest
guantity of coffee exported wasin 1891. The Resident and Dewan tried to find out the
reason for the failure of coffee. Thisisevident from the correspondence between the
Dewan and planters. Heinssted to the officersin various districtsto cal cul ate the quantity
of theexport of coffeethrough the ports of Travancore and Cochin. Thevariousdivision
officersadmitted that the export of coffeediminishedin 1891 thoughthey differedintheir
opinion about the causes. But they agreed that the main cause of the decline was |eaf
disesse.

Cardamom officeat Arady reported to the Dewan that amost al the coffeeestatesin
Peermade have been gradually planted withtea. Thiswasthemain reasonfor thefailure of
coffeeexport. According to thisreport the year 1890 wasagood coffee season compared
with 1891 and thereduction in theareaunder cultivation wasthe main cause of thefailure
of the export of coffee. Report from the Dewan Peshkar office, Kottayam stated that
coffeeisexported from none of the portsinthisdivision. There had been aconsiderable
decreaseduring theyear 1888 and 1891 mainly dueto production diminish on account of
akind of leaf disease whichwas prevalent in almost all the coffee estatein the country.

Period of Scientific Rehabilitation

From theyear 1900 onwardsthefall in production and consumption of coffeewasa
matter of great concerntotheplanters. Thesurviva of theindustry depended onasystematic
and scientific rehabilitation. A variety of measureswere undertakenwiththismotive. The
association of the united planters of South India, inaugurated in 1893 adopted serious
stepsfor the promotion of coffeeand an attempt was made with hybrid, across between
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coffeeLibericaand coffeeArabica Thisproduced aplant whichwaslargely diseaseresistant
and yielded considerably morethan the Libericaand coffeeArabicavarieties. In 1890 a
shade consisting of rows of out treeswasintroduced to contain borer attack. Robusta
coffeedsowastried but it did not succeed in established coffee areas, wherethecultivetion
wasin highdtitudes.®

Impact of the Second World War

The Second World War had far reaching effectsinthe coffeeindustry of South India.
Dueto thewar the Western European marketswere suddenly closed to the coffee export.
The domestic market of Travancorewasnot ableto absorb all the coffee produced. This
serioudy affected the devel opment of coffee plantationin Travancore; because Travancore
exported coffee mainly to European countries. During thewar timethe export of coffee
diminishedto agreat extent. Thisled tothe steady declinein theareaunder coffee. Thus
necessity arose to devise means to control coffee prices and to make them at |east
remunerative. Thewestern commodity procurement system was extended to coffeea so.

Establishment of Coffee Market Expansion Board

A conference convened by thegovernment of Indiain September 1940, unanimously
recommended the constitution of the Indian Coffee Market Expansion Board on 21
December 1940. Thisisthe predecessor of the present Coffee Board. The specific objective
of the board wasthe marketing of coffee at homeand abroad. Thismarksthe beginning of
aperiod of stability and recovery for theindustry.?” The board consisted of five persons
representing theagricultura department of the provincia government of Madrasand Coorg
and the governments of Mysore, Travancore and Cochin nominated in the case of state
representativesor by centra government.

Thefirg Travancore Coffee Market Expansion Act was passed in 1940%. Thishelped
to popularize coffee. Indiagovernment passed the coffee control scheme. It also helped
the growth of plantationsin Travancore. Coffee Market Expansion Bill of 1942 was
introduced inthe Legidative Assembly on 11" February 1942. The Travancore Coffee
Market ExpansionAct wasamended in 1943. These actsdefined coffee asthe commodity
derived fromthefruit of rubicanusplant and included new coffee, cured coffeeand uncured
coffee. Through these effortsthe coffee cultivation prospered.

In Travancoretheregular activities of the Board commenced from December 1942.
Officesof the coffee board were opened in K ottayam, Paal a, M uvattupuzha, Nagercoil
and Punal ur.® The coffee board succeeded in creating an impression among the coffee
plantersthat thendian coffee market expans on board would buy their coffeeat an attractive
price. It introduced the foundation of coffee control scheme. But theanticipated progress
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could not be achieved. Theareaunder itscultivation was confined to hardly 16.6 square
miles
Conclusion

Therewasadiscontinuity inthe history of coffee plantationin Travancore. From
1860 to 1880’s coffee wasin prosperous condition. After 1890’sit declined to agreat
extend. Again after 1910 coffeeattained abetter position. But thefirst and Second World
War and the emergence of Brazilian coffee destroyed the popul arity of Travancore coffee
again. From 1940 onwards coffee cultivation prospered dueto the effort of the Coffee

Board. But it never attained itsprevious prosperity. Still thecommercia interest of coffee
plant wasnot negligibleat al.
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SOCIAL FORESTRY PROGRAM AND THE PEOPLES
PARTICIPATION: ACRITICALANALYSS

*Sajeer. S

Abstract

Social forestry is a practice of forestry on the lands outside the traditional forest
areas for the benefit of rural and urban communities. It aims at reducing pressure on
traditional forest area for their needs of fuel, fodder, timber etc. As a community oriented
program the success of the social forestry is related to the people's involvement. Their
active and cognitive participation is extremely necessary. Some of the major constraints
in people’s participation in social forestry program are discussed in this article. It is
very necessary to rectify these constraints in social forestry program for its complete
success. Like any other program, the social forestry program has also invited criticisms.

Key Words: Social forestry, Farm forestry, Cognitive participation, Material participation, Interactive
participation, Siviculture

Introduction

Socia forestry meanstheactivity of planting treesoutsidethetraditional forest areas.
Our forest areaswere depleting day by day dueto human interferences. Thesocia forestry
program must havethe participation of the peopleat largeand therural poor in particular,
inorder to makethisprogram areal people sprogram. A socia forestry program cannot
succeed without peopl € sparticipation. The participation of thelocal populationinsocia
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forestry at every stlageisnecessary viz., planning, executing, selecting areas, choosingtree
species, management, harvesting, distribution of produceetc. Infact, thesocial forestry
Program aimsto be aprogram of the people, for the people and by the people. But there
aresomefactorswhich prevent the peoplefrom actively involving in the execution of the
socid forestry programmes.

Objectives

The present paper aimsat exploring the causesand constraintsin obtaining people’'s
participationinsocia forestry programme. Thisisbecause the effective participation of
peopleistheinevitablefor the successof social forestry programme. Now weareonthe
threat of global warming and climate change. Planting and protecting treesare one of the
remediesto these problems. “ After theimplementation of the social and farm forestry
schemesonthe privateand individua lands, the employment opportunitieshaveincreased
and each member of thefamily right from adult to minor, found opportunity to work and
earntheir livelihood.”?

M ethodology
Both descriptive and analytical methodsarefollwed in preperation of this paper.

The Planning Level Participation

Itinvolvesthe peopl € s participation in the processes | eading to decision making.
Such participation of thepeopleisusudly obtaned by thefollowing methods: i) by conducting
regular meetingswith thelocal peopletoinvolvetheminthe processof planning. ii) Loca
leadersareinvolvedintheprocessof planningin several ways. Inseverd states, thereare
villageleve, block leve, digtrict level, and statelevel committeesinwhichloca leadersare
members. iii) Organizing contest for deciding plantation plan layout of nursery etc. iv)
involving local education ingtitutionsand voluntary organization, and using their surveys
and reportsfor decision making. “ Before launching the programmethe peoples must be
taken into confidence and made active participantsinit.” 2 It isoften believed by the policy-
makersand administratorsalikethat the success of apeople oriented programme depends
on theadoption of sophisticated techniquesand intricate methodsinitsimplementation.”®

Cognitive Participation

In cognitive participation oneinvol ves onesalf with the concept ideaor task without
participatinginit physically. Effortshave been madeto utilizetheradio and televisonfor
spreading themessage of socia forestry among the people. Smilarly other agenciese.g.,
advertisng agencies, cdendar manufacturers, publishers, newspapers, magazinesand socia
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medias, etc. have been working for popularizing social forestry programmes. “ For the
rapid and balanced growth of social forestry, thefunctioning of effective communication
mediaplaysaconspicuously important role.”* Some agencies such astherailways, the
pulp and paper mills, match box unitsand other industrieswereasoinvolvedinthe publicity
campaign.

Interactive Participation

Itinvolvesactive physica participation in educating, motivating, organizing, guiding
and preparing peoplefor socid forestry programmes. It dsoinvolvesactivepublicity carried
out with the help of variousagenciessuch asfilmsand newsredls, exhibition and publicity
campaign, central and state publicity wings, etc. for obtai ning maximum participation by
the people. “ Those sponsoring the schemes have to be thoroughly mindful of thisaspect
and haveto stimulate thethought of the peopleto comeforward with positive and concrete
contribution.”®

Material Participation

It relatesto thedirect participation of common peopl e and organizations by way of
sharing materia inputs. Peopl € sactive participation playsanimportant rolein shaping the
development of social forestry. “ Becauseitisaninter dependence of forest and the needs
of thepeopleinvicinity of rurd settlement.”® Someexamplesof materid participationinclude:
providing fencing material, seedlings, fertilizers, etc., either free or on subsidized rates,
providing technical and material help in establishment of nurseries and farm forestry
programmes. Some of the social forestry schemes such asdecentralized nurseries, tree
patta etc are typical examples of obtaining people’s participation. The social forestry
programmesareexecuted through varioussectionsof society inwhichtheroleof agriculturist
isconspicuoudy dominating.””

Constraints in Obtaining Peoples Participation

Peopl€'s participation isthe central thrust of social forestry programme. In some
schemes, the expected level of peopl € s participation was not obtained. In some schemes
of the statesthe social forestry program is merely the programmes of the government
department. “when farm forestry and social forestry schemeswere started thevillagers
thought that the government isgrabbing or seizing their land” 8 In some partsof the country,
substantial success hasbeen achieved in socia forestry programme primarily through
resource-rich farmerstaking advantage of the subsidized inputsand incentives. Some of
themagjor constraintsin peopl € sparticipationinsocia forestry programmeareasgiven
below:
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i) Long Term Result Effect

Most forestry programmestend to take aconsiderably long period to giveresults.
The peopleingenera tend toignorethelong term effects of the programme. Most people
stand for short term cons derationsand they are greatly concerned with fulfillingimmediate
needs. The production of energy resourceslikefuel wood isoneof theimportant factors
of social forestry. “ The concept of energy plantation isbased on asystematic rising and
cultivation of somequick growing energy crops.”° Planting fast growing multipurposetree
speciesarelikely to generateinterest among the people.

Social Forestry Generates Common Property Resource

The needs of the poor sections are less voiced and socia forestry programs have
offered very littleto thelandlessand similar other people. The poor were unableto buy
their suppliesand to produceit. “ Landless persons, particularly tribalsand females get
specid referencein getting employment init and thussocia forestry helpsin theformation
of egditarian social order.” *?Another important problem associated with social forestry
plantationsis social cost, ignoring behavior of the people. Most of the social forestry
plantations and wastel and devel opment program involve ahuge cost which isborne by
society. However sinceindividua money isnot involved thereisno realization by the
individuasof theexpenditureincurred.

Inactive and I neffective Organization

Lack of strong and powerful organization at different levelsisone of the serious
constraintsin social forestry program. At thevillagelevel, the panchayath, at the block
level, theblock panchayathand at thedidrict level, thedigtrict panchayath, arenot adequatdy
geared to take up socia forestry works. “It isnecessary that there should be effective
ingtitutiond arrangement for fulfilling the need of extension, training and research.”Inthe
wordsof John Spearsand Edward sAyensu, “themain chalengefor dmost al developing
countriesisthat of restructuring traditional forest serviceagencies.” 2

Lack of Experienced Saff

Thesocial forestry organization in the forest department is al so not adequate and
lackstrained staff. Theforest saff traditionaly engagedinforestry activity aregood capable
intotechnical decisonsbut they lacksexperience. Thereforein severd areas, socia forestry
program haveresulted in good plantationsbut with very little peopl€ sparticipation. Socid
forestry necessitated apeople- centered approach. “ The social forestry isessentially a
peopl€'s programme seeking peoplesparticipation at all levels. Yielding benefitsto the
people in direct terms depends much upon its acceptability at attitudinal level and at
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implementation level intermsof availability of villageland and community land.”** The
forest officiass, entrusted with socia forestry, were expected to work collaboratively with
villagecommunities. Theroleof theforest department in socia forestry hasto be one of
promoter and facilitator.

Lack of Suitable Policies and Public Awareness

In many areas, people are not aware of the provisionsof lawsrelating to the use of
land, growing of timber and fuel wood trees, restrictions on cutting of trees management
and marketing etc.

Absence of Effective Technology

Thetraditiond forestry practicesare characterized by an overwhelming concernfor
meeting commercid andindustria needs. Thesdlvicultured practicesdevel oped havecenters
generating singletiered single species, single produce and with culture of itetreesover a
largearea. Insocid forestry, thepracticesshould aim at devel oping multi tiered, multispecies,
and yielding multiple productsto meet the variety of needsof thefarmers, i.e., firewood
timber, fodder, minor forest produce, incomeetc.

Insocia forestry program avariety of wastelandsand marginal landsareto be utilized
for production of goodsand services. It requiresdevel opment of site specific and Situation
specific technol ogy which should be cheap and easy. Failurein afforestation of certain
categories of wastelands in some areas is due to lack of appropriate technology. The
programsof socid forestry wereinitiated with littleresearch support. Even now, thedesired
research support, particularly inthefield of socioeconomics, isnot availablewhichredtricts
participation of the people. Social forestry istheactivity whichwould improvethequality
for rurd life. “Itistheactivity which hasthepotentia of bringing about an economicrevolution
intherural areas.”

Small Size of Holdings and Land Owner ship

A shift fromthetraditiona farmingtoforest farming isoneof theimportant constrains.
InIndia, most of the holdingsaremargina and smal. Thesmall and marginal farmerswho
areinthemgority cannot earn enoughto makether living. Intheabsenceof job opportunities
inthevillage alarge number of themlivebelow the poverty line. Thefirst preference of
thesefarmersisto producefood grain. Theseholdingsarein severd fragmentslocatedin
different areasand cause aserious problem in management for optimum production. These
problemsarefurther aggravated by erratic monsoon and other calamities, e.g., drought,
floods, cyclones, frogt, etc. Individua size of holdingsbeing smal, planting of treesisnot
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common as treestend to cause some adverse effect on agricultural cropsin their near
vidnity.

In order to encourage poor farmersto plant trees, seedlingswere distributed free of
cost under thefarm forestry program in severd states. It isalleged that the program was
elected by the bigger and resource rich farmers and farm forestry became almost a
subsidized program for the bigger farmers. “ These small land holding farmershave been
facing sometechnica and marketing problems.” ** Theeva uation of thisprogramin Gujarat
indicatesthat smal and margind farmersa so actively participated asthe number of seedlings
lifted wasin the proportion of 63 by margina farmers, 112 by small farmersand 196 by
big farmers. It appearsthat it may betruethat initially only big farmersplanted treeson
their holdings but looking to the benefits more and more small and margina farmersare
gradualy taking up tree planting on their farmlands. “ The project successwould depend
mainly upon the understanding and participation of therural population at large.” **The
Forest Conservation Act, 1980 may a so have comeintheway of handling over theforest
management, especially of degraded forest areas, to the panchayath or individuals.

Credit Schemes, Market Support Measures and Tax Rules

In severa areas, people arewilling to plant treesbut their inability to obtain credit
may be an important factor in preventing them from doing so. Uncertainty of market
conditionsisoneof the seriouscongraintsin agro forestry programme. Most of thefarmers
fedl that pure agriculture may be more profitable. Barriers between agricultureand tree
culture should disappear.”*” The poor farmersare not ableto protect themselves asthere
isacompleteabsence of any government support. Establishing new wood based industries
may create competition for theraw material and thefarmer may get somebenefitfromthis.
Pricesupport for forest productsmay help poor farmers. Reductionin marketing costis
also necessary asthereisalarge gap between the producer and consumer price. In some
states, incomefromtreesistax free. Such rulestend to help only big farmers.

Antagonism to Trees

In someareas, people have agenuine antipathy to treesdueto cultural factors, beliefs
traditions. Some trees are believed to be inauspicious. In some parts bamboos are not
planted near the house asthey are believed to bring destruction. In someareas, tamarind,
papd, bar etc growing closeto avillagearebdieved to house evil spirits. In severa areas,
tree groves are not planted near habitation as peopl e regard them asapotential hiding
placefor thievesand robbers. In some areas, tree planting i s discouraged because trees
increasewildlife population, which cause seriousdamageto crops. Thereforein certain
areas peopleavoid planting treesontheir agricultural lands.
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Other Constraints

Some other constraints such aslack of sufficientincentives, legal complication, long
gestation period of forestry plantations, poverty, absence of developed marketing
infrastructure etc have also inhibited peopl €’ s participationin socia forestry programs.
Incentiveshavetheir ownrolein establishing new programs. Inthe program of decentralized
nurseriestheincentive provided isinadequate.

The present legal position is perhaps one of the serious constraints in people's
participation. Even privateforestsor private |lands brought under forest plantationsare
reported to be under the Forest Conservation Act, 1980. “One of the important legal
aspectsrelatesto the control over felling of treesand control over theforest producein
trangt.” 8

Other provisonswhich restrict peopl€ sparticipationinclude: nationalization of forest
produce and provisionsin thetransit rules. With the nationalization of forest and forest
products various state governments brought some restrictionsin the sale of sometree
woods. Such restrictionsdiscourage people’sparticipation. Poverty inrural areasalso
restrictspeopl € sparticipation. Most of the poor peoplehavesmall holdingsand cultivation
of agricultura cropshasthefirst preference. Growing of treesislimitedin such holdings.
Such conditionswork asserious constraintsin farm forestry programs.

Social Forestry Programs: A Critical Analysis

Socid forestry programswereinitiated with aview toimproving fuel wood and fodder
production, reducing pressure on forest lands, regenerating usablelands, involving the
community inforest management and helping therura poor through forestry productsand
improved incomethrough assets creation. |mplementation of the program over thelast 30
years has helped to recreate alarge portion of areaof wasteland and created significant
wood resources in the country. In some states such as Punjab, Haryana, Gujarat UP,
Karnataka, K eralaetc the program succeeded in generating apeople smovement intree
planting.

Thecriticismsof socid forestry programmeare: i) In order to encourage poor farmers
to take up afforestation, seedlingsweredistributed free. The benefitsfrom farm forestry
tend tofavour rich farmers. The programme has not been ableto generate smilar interest
among poor farmers. Thereforefarm forestry becameaprogramme of bigger farmers. ii)
Fuel wood and fodder specieswere not always planted. Several times market oriented
specieswere planted which did not improve consumption withinthevillage. iii) Asthe
demandsof the poor for fuel wood and fodder arenot met, pressureonforest land continues.
The process of forest degradation showsno decrease. iv) Socia forestry programme
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could not become apeople’ smovement. Communitieswere generally not given funds.
The plantations raised by the forest department on community lands were seen as
government trees. Sharing of goodsand benefitsemanating from these plantationsamong
different sections of the community remainsunresolved inmany areas. v) Diversion of
land from agricultureto forestry reduced employment opportunities. vi) Socid forestry
programmes havefailed to provide adequate socia and environmental benefits. Infarm
forestry farmersgrow treesfor maximizing financia returns. Individual farmersdo not
bother about social and environmental considerations.

Experience showsthat there were several weaknessesin the community forestry
programme. One serious congtraint waslack of effective organization at thevillage level
which could look after theinterest of all sectionsof society. Theresource managementin
variousareaswidely differ in peoplein socio economic conditions, in cultural traditions
etc. RamaChandraGuha, the Socid historian, and Environmentaist Madhav Gadgil say
that social forestry isanother stagein theindustria orientation of theforest policy whichis
aimed at increasing theindustrial production of pulp and rayon, and whichlargely benefits
thecommercid farmers.

Conclusion

Many forest conservation programmes have been implemented by the government
authorities, even though degradation of the natural forest continues. It has been observed
that in some areasfarmers planted treeson their farm lands, maintained them and sold
theminthemarket but still collected fodder, firewood and timber from thenearby natural
forest tomeet their needs. However, thistendency will also bechanging gradudly. Effective
planning, implementation and active participation of common peoplein every stage of
social forestry is necessary for the complete success of the programmein future. It is
necessary to solve the problems causing common people keep away from tree planting
and conservation programmes. The successof asocial forestry scheme dependsuponthe
activeand cognitive participation of common people.
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ROLE OF COMMUNITY ORIENTED PRINT MEDIA
IN DEEPENING DEMOCRACY IN MODERN
TRAVANCORE

*Shaji. A

Abstract:

Modern Kerala witnessed many political agitations and social movements. During
the late 19" and early 20" centuries, these movements were organised and led by the
principal communities and their leaders. The caste and communal consciousness of
Travancore found expression through numerous publications of various communities
and in the first half of the 20" century there was an influx of community-oriented press
and literature. The community organisations effectively utilised their newspapers and
periodicals to educate their members, to express their grievances and publicize their
programs.

Keywords. Vivekodayam, Mitavadi, Sahodaran, Navajeevan, Sujananandini, Desabhimani, Malayali,
Nair, KeralaSamudaya Parishkari, Nair SamudayaParishkari, NavyaKeralam, Subhashini,
Samadarshi, Kerala Chinthamani, Swarat, Swabhimani, The Service and M.N.Nair
Magazine

Introduction

In Kerdaamost al thecommunity organizationshad their own community oriented
publicationsto boost the caste consciousness of their membersand elevatetheir socio-

* Faculty Member, Department of History, School of Distance Education, University of Keraa, Palayam,
Thiruvananthapuram.
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economic pogition. Thearticlesthat appeared inthese publications cautioned their members
to emul atethe exampl es of the peopleof other countriesso asto elevatetheir social status
among the variousfactorsthat contributed for the progressive transformation of Kerala
society into amodern democratic society. Politicization of caste played avery crucid role
inKerda, particularly in Travancore.

Objectives

Thepresent paper amsat exploring theroleof community oriented pressindeveloping
community consciousnessin modern K erdlaand facilitating the progressivetransformation
of Keralainto ademocratic society.

M ethodology

Themethod of research and the material collection have been done on the basis of
guidelinesin “Writing History; A Guide for Sudents’ by William Koehler Storey and
‘Guide to Successful Thesis And Dissertations' by James .E. Mauch and Jack. W.
Birth.

Publications of Ezhava Community

For supporting the Ezhavacommunity there were publicationslike Vivekodayam,
Mitavadi, Sahodaran, Navajeevan, Sujananandini, Desabhimani and Kerala
Kaumudi. Sujananandini wasthe earliest Ezhavapublication from Mayyanadu, Kollam
owned by Paravur Kesavan Asan. Unfortunately the Sujananandini Presswasset onfire
during the Nair-Ezhavariotsof 1905. Vivekodayam, theofficial organ of S.N.D.P. Yogam
was started in 1904 under the editorship of Kumaran Asan. Mitavadi, started in 1907
wasowned by T. Sivasankaran and edited by Murkoth Kumaran. In 1913 C. Krishnan
purchased it and published from hisEmpire Press, Calicut. Sahodaran was published by
A. Ayyappan from 1917. Navajeevan was published from Popular Press, K ottayam.
Desabhimani was started by Kayyalakkal Narayanan in 1915. T.K. Madhavan took
over itin 1916 and continued itspublication. It wasstarted on 15 April 1915 and published
from Sree KrishnaVilasam Press, Kollam. Inthe beginning it was published as Saturday
weekly. Kerala Kaumudi was started by C.V. Kunjuramanin 1911.1

Publications of Nair Community

For protecting theinterestsof theNair community therewere publicationslikeMalayali,
Nair, Kerala Samudaya Parishkari, Nair Samudaya Parishkari, Navya Keralam,
Subhashini, Samadarshi, Kerala Chinthamani, Swvarat, Svabhimani, The Service
and M.N.Nair Magazine.? Kerala Samudaya Parishkari was started in 1904. Nair
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Samudaya Parishkari beganin May 1916 from Tellicherry was published by Iruvanattu
K.C.Narayanan Nambiar and Chandroth K.T. Kumaran Nambiar. Navya Keralam, started
in 1918 from SuvarnaRatnaPress, Kayamkulamwasedited by M.PNair of Mavelikkara
As early as 1903 Nair Magazine was started by Kainikkara Govinda Pillai. He also
started another publication Subhashini, adaily published from Changanasseri. Later on, it
was shifted to Thiruvananthapuram and edited by PK.GovindaPillai. Samadar shi was
edited by Kunnathu Janardana Menon. Kerala Chinthamani was started in 1912 by
Pdliathu Krishnan from Thrissur. Malayali was started asearly as 1886 by Mdayali Sabha
andinthebeginning it was edited by Pettayil Raman Pillai Asan. Later on, C.V.Raman
Pilla becameitseditor. Swvarat was started from Kollam in 1921 and A .K.Pillai wasits
editor. Inthebeginning it wasstarted asafortnightly, but in 1926 it becameadaily. M.N.Nair
Magazinewas started in 1935 in honour of the Nair leader M.N.Nair. The Service, the
official mouthpiece of the N.S.S started publication from Kerala Santhanam Press
Alappuzhain 1920. In the beginning K.Kannan Menon wasits editor. Later on it was
published from Kamal alayam Press Thiruvananthapuram.

The Christian Publications

The Christians were the earliest to begin with their publicationsin Kerala. Their
publications included Sathyanadam, Paschimodayam, Sathyanadakahalam,
Rajyasamacharam, Malankara Mijayithan, Malankara Sabha Patrika, Malankara
Sabha Mitram, Pouradhwani, Christian Mahilamany, Syrian Church Message,
Kottayam Patrika, Nazrani Deepika, Malayala Manorama, Dasan, Kerala Dasan,
Sathyadeepam, Kerala Katholican, Kerala Mitram, Yuvabharathi and Messenger.
Rajyasamacharamwas published in 1847 from Tellicherry by Basal Mission and edited
by Herman Gundart. Paschimodayamwas al so started by Basel Missionin 1847 andits
editor was F.Muller. In November 1848 C.M.S. started Jnana nikshepam, edited by
Benjamin Beyly. Sathyanadakahalamwas published from Karapuzha Christian Mitram
edited by A.M.Satyanesan was published from V.V.Press, Thiruvananthapuram.
M.M.Muthuswamy Reddi edited another publication, Christian and published fromthe
same press. Malankara \ijayithan, published from N.PHouse Thiruvallawasedited by
K.V. Simon. Malankara Sabha Patrika was owned by Marthoma Syrians and published
under the editorship of M. Mamman from T.A.M.Press, Thiruvalla. T.M.Abrahamwas
the Proprietor and Editor of Malankara Sabha Mitram published from C.M.M.Press,
Kozhenchery. Kerala Katholican, edited by T.V.Augustine Fernandez started publication
in 1921 from Kollam. M.M.Varkey was the editor of Dasan, Kerala Dasan and
Yuvabharathi. Catholic Messenger wasthe publication of the Catholic M ahagjana Sabha.
Pouradhwani wasapublication of the Catholic community published from K ottayam.
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Publications of other communities

The publications of the various denominations of Brahmin community included
Saraswatha Youth (1891) Veda Wasan (1913) Janmi (1904) Unni Nambudiri (1919)
Sanathan Dharma, Bhagyodayam, Nirupakan, Yogakshemam, Mangalodayam
(Thrissur) and See Sankar acharyan. Sanathana Dhar ma was published from Sanathana
DharmaPress, Alappuzhaasamonthly edited by Manjeri RamaAyyar. Bhagyodayam
wasamonthly published from Thiruvananthapuram.* Muslim, Sivadeshabhimani and
Deepika were published by Abdul Khader Moulavi.> Thelower caste Hindu organisations
had their own publications. S'1 RamaVilasam published by Kanjiravelil K.N. Krishnan
from 1913 wasthe official mouthpiece of GanakaM aha Sabha. Sadhu Jana Paripalana
Yogam had Sadhu Jana Paripalini were started in 1913. Arayacommunity started Arayan
in 1917 and Sathyavathy in 1925.

Community Press and the Civic Rights Movement

Thedawn of the 20" century witnessed the steady growth of palitical consciousness
inTravancore. Colonid modernity and westernideasrel eased asense of ¢ivic consciousness
among various sectionsof the society. Thisawarenessled to new political aliancesbetween
communities. In Travancore, the partners of thisalliancewerethe Christian, Ezhavaand
Mudim communitiesand the Civic Rightsthey demanded wasin onesensetheir community
rights. Since the appointment in the land revenue department was prohi bited to the non-
caste Hindus and non-Hindus dueto its attachment with the Devaswom department, the
agitatorsdemanded the early separation of Devaswom from Land Revenue department.
During the Civic Rightsmovement in Travancorethe community leaders of the Ezhavas
prepared to assert civic rightsandinitiated acampaign for educeting their people, thevaue
of civicrightsthrough their publications. Quoting the case of the classstrugglein Rome
between the Patriciansand Plebeians, Sahodaran argued, “What showsthe story of the
Patriciansof Rome? They monopolised theliberty and civic rightsfor alongtimeclaiming
tradition and aristocracy. Plebelans, who constituted the majority of the population were
humiliated and forced to do menid labour for the Patricians. But oncethe Plebe ansredised
theimportanceof civicrightsthey beganto think about theintensity of davery enjoyed by
them. They started a passiveresistance, which lasted for about two hundred years. This
struggleultimately resulted inthevictory of the Plebeians. The Patriciansadopted thesame
methods of the Travancore Savarnas. They used the same arrowslike ‘the Devaswom
claim’ of the Travancore higher castes’.® In another i ssue Sahodar an exhorted that “the
period of feuddistic dictatorship hasgiven placeto civicrights. Civic equdity istheonly
ideal of modern governmental policy. The First World War taught alesson in favour of
democracy and peopl €' s power and the governments should work for thewel fare of the
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wholesubjectsinstead of aselected few. Themovement of civicrightselevated the prestige
of Travancore outside. Thisisthe movement of 26 lakhs of loyal citizens.” ” Nazrani
Deepika, inaneditoria publishedin 1918, saverdly criticised the SavarnaHindu domination
in Travancorecivil service. It pointed out that as per the census of 1911, intherevenue
service, out of the 34 [akhs of citizensin the state only the communities constituting of 8
|akhs got employed and they werethe men belonging to Brahmin, Nair, Vellalaand Chetty
communities. Thefateof other communitieswasonly to remit revenuesto the state and not
to serveinthe Revenue Department.

Inaleading articlein 1918, Mitavadi criticised the Devaswom administration and
the Savarnadominancein the society and polity. It pointed out that in Travancorethere
were 380 mgjor Devaswomsand 1165 minor Devaswoms. But these Devaswomswere
not beneficid to mgority of theHindus. Thearticle pointed out that in 1917 the government
spent rupees 3,18,142 for oottupuras and suggested that such amounts be earmarked for
educationd advancement.® Inan editoria in 1918 Mitavadi argued that for getting revenue
thegovernment needed the avarnacommunitiesbut in the case of gppointmentsin Revenue
Department they were neglected. Even thehighest tax payersfrom the Ezhavacommunity
likeAlummottil Channar were prohibited from serving in the Revenue Department. ° The
newspaper Malayala Manorama in an editorial in 1919 pointed out that the system of
recruitment to public servicefollowed in Travancore waswholly unsuitableto aso-caled
DharmaState. Debarring alarge section of peoplefrom Revenue Department by alleging
its connection with Devaswom Department isagraveinjusticetowardsthem. ** Degpika,
inan editorid requested the membersof thethree communitiesto uniteand strengthen their
strugglefor civicrightsand freedom and aleged that religion should not be an obstaclefor
civil freedom.? T.K.Madhavan wrotein Deshabhimani that people must not permit the
religious, caste and class differences that affect the self respect and civic rights of the
citizens.** Sahodaran, apublication of A. Ayyappanwrote, “it isimpossiblefor anyoneto
obstruct the course of the man that pleadsfor equality of civicrights. Justice and reason
support him. Neither the cannon, the sword, imprisonment nor thega lowscan deter himin
theleast...( Sick) Inother countriesthat pleahas overcomedifficulties by the shedding of
blood.” 4

Because of the seriousness of the situation consequent to the strength of which was
growing day by day, the Government of Travancore decided to sort out asolution at an
early date. The government entrusted KrishnaAiyankar, the Forest Settlement Peishkar to
study and report ontheissue of the separation of Devasvom Department. Herecommended
the separation of all government and private Devaswoms from the Land Revenue
Department, including charitableingtitutions. Dissatisfied with thisreport the government
appointed acommittee of both Hindusand non-Hindusto study and report the problem.*
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Asper thereport of the committee, the government issued aproclamation, separating the
Devaswom from Land Revenue Department on 12 April 1922. The Dewan reported in
SMPA that, “after a careful consideration of the report of the Devaswom Separation
Committee, Government have decided to place the administration of Sircar Devaswoms
under aseparate Devaswom Department and simultaneously with the creation of this
department theagelong grievance of the non-eligibility of certain classesof the people of
thiscountry for admission into the Land Revenue Service of the statewill disappear.” 6
Through the separation of Devaswom from the Land Revenue Department, the main
obstaclefor the employment of the aggrieved communitiesin the Revenue Department
wasreieved.

Abstention Movement and the Community Press

ThePrincdy State of Travancoreinthe 1930"switnessed aturbulent political agitation
initiated by the aggrieved communitieslikethe Ezhavas, Christiansand Mudlimsfor the
purpose of adequate representation in thelegidative bodiesand public service, which
produced consequences of far reaching magnitude. This agitation was in asense, a
continuation of the Civic Rights Struggle of the 1920'sand the movement started by the
aggrieved communitiescameto be called in Travancore history asAbstention Movement
or NivarthanaPrakshopanam. The new agitation was started when aLegidative Reform
Regulation was passed in 1932. The main feature of the reform wasthe constitution of a
bicameral legidature- the Sree Moolam Assembly and Sree ChitraState Council.*” The
legidation enfranchised only about 3 per cent of the population of Travancore. Without the
crestion of thecommuna e ectorates, acertain number of seatswereguaranteed to Ezhavas,
Muslimsand L atin Christians by a scheme of what wasknown asfacultative el ection.
Travancoreinthe 1930’ switnessed the unprecedented growth of caste consciousnessand
communal rivalriesin connection with the electoral politicsin the State and the politics
began to revolve around the castes.’®

During the period of Abstention movement afresh newspaper campaign broke out
descending tofresh depthsof scurrility. Theaggrieved communitiesutilised their publications
toadvancetheir dams, kegpinginview thesocio-palitical changeshappeningin Travancore.
Among the Chrigtian leaderswho worked strenuoudy for making theA bstention movement
afull success, two persons deserve specia mention. They are M.M. Varkey and K.C.
Mamman Mappilai. Both of them were journalists who used their publications for
popul arising the movement. Whilethetone of criticism used by M.M. Varkey wasvery
harsh, Mamman Mappilai used apolished language. A fearlessjournaist, M.M .Varkey
used hispublications, Dasan, KeralaDasan and Yuvabharathi for popularising Nivarthana
agitation. To start with he attacked C.P. through an article publishedin Dasan entitled * The
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Knight Errant’ on 25 March 1933. As per the Newspaper Regulation Act, government
sentamemoto M.M. Varkey, the printer and publisher of Dasan, asking himto stopits
publication. He submitted adeclaration on 10-01-1108 M.E in which he declared that he
had changed the publication from the City Press Thiruvananthapuram to Subhodayam
Press, located in Alummoottuvilakam Building, Puthenchantha, Thiruvananthapuram.®®
Government becamefuriouson the publication of another articleinthesameissueentitled
‘ Abgtention by itself Not Sufficient. ® InthisarticleM.M. Varkey argued that “ The agitation
isstarted by four-fifthsof the population of the State aimed at establishing their rightsfor
equd justiceto oneand al and at destroying undue predominance of aparticular community
inthelegidature.” Through another publication, Yuvabharathi, M.M. Varkey tried to prove
that the Travancore government followed a systematic course to injure the Christian
community and adopted apartisan policy favoring the SavarnaHindus. Inan articleentitled
Akalekandanenkilum (Looking from far off) Varkey argued that the new constitutional
reform was a trick to make 80 percent of the population, slaves of a dominating
community.” 2 Following these, the Government of Travancore cancelled thelicenses of
Dasan and Yuvabharathi.

Mamman Mappila not only used hispublication MalayalaManoramafor popularisng
the Abstention movement but al so richly financed for the success of the movement. He
becamethe Chief Editor of Malayala Manoramain 1904 after the death of itsfounder
Kandathil Varghese Mappilai.? In an editorial published on 3 August 1933 Mamman
Mappilai explained theaimsand objectivesof the Nivarthanaagitation. He argued that
communal feding wasvery rampantin Travancorethat at thetimeof € ection peoplewould
think only communally. Hewasvery critical of the policy of repression followed by the
government and he argued that “it isimpossible to destroy the civic rights of 16 lakh
Christians, 9 Lakh Ezhavas and 4 lakh Muslims through the policy of repression”. %
Malayala Manorama, Kerala Kesari, Nazrani Deepika, Mudim Mitramand Kottayam
Patrika and KeralaKaumudi published articles supporting the Nivarthanaagitations.

Conclusion

The community-oriented pressfunctioned effectively inthestrugglefor responsible
government in Travancoreaswaell. In thisrespect therole of Mamman Mappila and his
publication Malayala Manorama deserves specia mention. When the news about the
release of C.Kesavan came, Malayala Manorama published an editorial showering
enormous praiseon him. Theeditoria runsthus: “Weare proud and happy to publish the
newsof therelease of C. Kesavan for which the public werelooking with excitement. We
do not know what to say when Mr. Kesavan came out after overcoming the hardest
examinationsin hislife. Thenameof Kesavanwill beever remembered, especidly by the
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loversof democracy and particularly thejoint political communities. He cameout asa
glittering jewel by opening anew chapter inthehistory of Civic Rights.” However the
license of Malayala Manorama was cancelled and the press and office sealed on 10
September 1938. It may be summed up that community oriented journaism played avery
crucid roleintransforming Travancoreinto amodern democratic state.
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NEED OF GENDER PERSPECTIVEIN THE
CONSTRUCTION OF MEDIEVAL KERALAHISTORY

*Shakkeela.U.V

Abstract

The paper gives a brief sketch of historiography of medieval Kerala with the
intention of establishing the need of gender perspective. History of medieval Kerala is
an area left out of the experimental field of intellectual acumen of historians. The
paper seeks why gender was also not applied as an analytical tool in exploring medieval
Kerala and makes an attempt to point out how gender perspective enriches the existing
historical literature on medieval Kerala.

Key words: Gender- cultural binaries- caste- sexuality-trade

Introduction

Meaning of gender and how it isto be applied in constructing history istill at issue
among thescholarsof history in Kerala. A number of gender rel ated studieshave come
out of late focusing more on the terrain of colonial modernity than on pre-colonial or
beyondit. Most of these studieswhich dealt with women’ sissues seemed to havetaken
ingpiration from the ‘women’squestion’ raised in the debates of socio-religiousreform
movementsof the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Thecriterion for undertaking

* Assistant Professor, Department of History, University College, Thiruvananthapuram
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research in gender history was that the incumbent should be awoman- awoman who
sympathizeswith fellow women’sdepl orable conditionsand should at timesexpressverba
disapproval of the exalted position of men. Many of the studieswith the tag of gender
studieswerewritten under this sparse conviction about women, gender and history. 1ssues
of the history of medieval Keralawere confined more or lessto the academic world and
theearly medievd Keralagtill wantsaproper makeup. Historiansin general seemedtobe
reluctant in traversing the unploughed terrain of medieval world. Therefore, anenquiry
into the medieval Keralafrom gender perspectiveis absent and those who were well
grounded in gender perspective directed their scholarship to constructing modern and
postmodern Kerdahistory. Medieval Kerdahistory isrichinavailable sources compared
to ancient. Theavailability of sources doesnot make much headway in producing works
of worthto unravel the unknown threads scattered in the sources of medieval period of
Keralahistory. Writings on medieval Kerala History from gender perspective are an
unattended and unexplored area of research. Theancient history of Keralaissupposed to
be engulfed in the Sangam Culture and wetakeit for granted that , well, let ussharethe
culture together ...as of now nothing emerged to prove otherwise. Bewildered of the
findingsof the Sangam culturereveal ed through the studiesweare bit rel uctant whether to
accept or graft it with the history of Kerala. Medieval cultureof Keralaisfreefromthis
kind of ambiguitiesand therefore, scholarsare comparatively freeto construct history
based on the evidence. The paper explainsgender perspectiveaslesspartisanandinits
shift from women'’shistory to gender history; it could addressthe rel ationship between
male and fema e experienceinthe past and itsimplicationson history. An attempt ismade
inthe paper to indicate how significant and relevant it isto apply gender perspectivein
congtructing medieval Keraahigtory.

Objectives
a. Examinethe availability of medieva sourcescompared to ancient period of Kerala
b. Explainthelimitationsof women’shistory
c. Potential of gender history inaddressing historical issuesinmedieva Kerala

d. Discusstheapplication of gender analysison theexisting historical constructs of
medieva Kerda

M ethodology

Analytical method is applied in the study for explaining the efficacy of gender
perspectiveinthecondruction of medieva Kerda Descriptivemethodisappliedinbringing
out thestudiesalready doneinthearea. The paper assumesan explanatory recoursewhen
it comesto the question of the application of gender perspectiveon history.
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Oneof the hurdlesthat blocked the application of gender inthe congtruction of history
isthe partisan nature of theword ‘ gender’ . Though theword ‘women’shistory’ islargely
replaced by ‘ gender history’ and thusreduced theimplication of thewomen’shistory as
the history devoid of men, it did not do much effect on producing history from gender
perspectivein Kerala. Theresponse of non-feminist historianstowardswomen’shistory
was not encouraging. They acknowledged the contribution of feminist historiansand then
separated from them (feminist historians) and smply held an attitude of dismissal.! The
word had firmly implied separate realmsfor men and women, and carried the ‘fad’ of
feminist politicsinto therealm of writing of history. Theword gender seemsfriendlier and
lessexclusive. Joan Wallah Scott in her seminal article on gender application in history
defined gender included of both men and women, and that information about womenis
necessarily information about men, that oneimpliesthe study of the other. Whiletheefforts
of Scott wasto minimizetheimplication of separate sphereof womenintheword ‘ gender’
soastofitinto history, subsequent studiestook gender asintegral to the study of history
and encompassing thewholeof it. It analyseshistorieswith thefirm conviction that the
trgectoriesof both femininity and masculinity aredifferent but sometimes complementing
eech other. Bathfemininity and masculinity arein flux and undergoesconstant transformation
inthehigtorical matrix. Therefore, gender history not only recognizeswomen ashistorical
agentsbut al so rejectsthe assumption that men’sacknowledged historical agency canbe
understood apart from their gender- their masculinity and their sexuality.? It relocates
women not at the periphery of history but onthe centreof it.

Gender signifiestheinteraction between men and women in the society, and their
activitiestogether form socid relationship. History issummed up astheactivitiesof human
beingsinthe society. These activitiesin the society are based on the gender differences
which arebuilt up or made up by cultural attributes. Thecultura differencesintheform of
femininity and masculinity arein constant flux and reflect the values of agiven society of a
givenperiod. Thefemininity and masculinity conceptsand practicesof medieva Keraa
haveto be anayzed from the standpoint of the society that existed at thetime. One cannot
gaugethesambandham system and the Nair femininity standing fromthe colonia modernity.
Sambandham system became obsoletein the colonial period though practice was not
foundwrong inthemedieval Keralasociety. The Europeantravelers observationsrevea
that aNair woman with more husbandswasrespected and admired inthemedieva society.
Atthesametime, colonial modernity found thesystem highly critical and Nair womanwith
morethan one husband wasfound degraded to the status of progtitute. Thuseach ageand
society hastheir notionsof femininity and masculinity and the notionswere decided onthe
valuesof the respective societies. WWomen in Manipravalaliterature were appeared to be
licentiousto aman in the modern period. Women were of no moral forcein society. Old
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vaueswere unfortunately disgppearing.2 Manipravaaliterature supplemented the sources
for thereconstruction of the Brahmanical culture and values. Mainstream history found
Manipravaaliteratureasthemain sourceto explainthestatusof women. Though Elamkulam
had described Manipravalaworksasreflecting and representing thelife of the upper caste
few only, it did not lead historiansto ook into thelife of women below Nairs. Ontheother
hand, scholarsin general contented with describing the position of women asgiveninthe
Manipravaaliteraturewhenever they hadto poseaquestiononwomeninmedieval Kerala
soci ety. Accepting/cons dering upper castewomen'sstatusasthewomen'sstatusin genera
isnothing but sheer foolishness.

Instead of tackling theissueswithin thetraditional boundaries of history, gender
perspective seems to be a better option in analyzing women in medieval society. The
opinion of Joan Wallasch Scott explicitly expressed theinadequacy of thetoolsof history
inbringing out theimage of women. Historianstheorize gender withintraditional socia
scientific frameworksbased on causation. They makesmplegenerdizationandthisstyle
of historiansmakesgender analysisdifficult and createsadistinctive analysisfor gender
history.® In additionto looking at the construction of femininity and masculinity under a
given cultura context and how it articulatesin theform of social interaction, therole of
power in shaping up the gender could also be applied to rebuild the medieval society from
Manipravaaliterature. It would have certainly disclosed the possibility of constructing an
impressive account of themedieva society in general and womenin particular.

Manipravalaliterature, whenit waslooked at from the perspective of mainstream
history whichwasandro-centric normaly, reflected asoci ety lacked organization and control
inmattersof sexud life. Maniprava aheroinesweretaken asindicationsof the degeneration
of medieval Kerala society. Sreedhara Menon while describing the contribution of
Elamkulaminthefield of Manipravdaliterature commented thus- themoral degeneracy of
theageisreflected fully inthisliterature.’

Menon continues:. theleisurely classof Namboodiri Brahminsal so emerged asthe
land-owning classof jenmis. They cameto be attracted towardsthe devadasis of theday
and exercised acorrupting influence on society. They werejoined by the Naduvazhis of
whom therewasalarge number of following thefall of the second CheraEmpireinthe
early 12th century. It became afashion with the upper caste Namboodirisand Naduvazhis
to patronizethe devadas sby bestowing favoursontheminreturn for femalecompanionship
and sexual gratification. The Devadasisasaclasstook advantage of thisopportunity to
masswealth and enhancetheir statusand influencein society. It wastheir sole concern
heresfter to entertain the Naduvazhisand jenmisrather than worship God. It wasinthese
circumstancesthat Namboodiri poetsof theday took pleasurein composing erotic poems
in praise of the Devadasisunder the patronage of theruling chiefs.
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The corrupting influence of Namboodiris on society enhanced with their association
with Devadasis|ed to the decline of the second CheraEmpirein the 12" century. This
prejudiced attitude about women, and men’s association with women isthe perpetual
problem of the historians. The degeneration of men through women ultimately lead tothe
declineof societies, empiresand adminigrationisthedictum applied here. It dwayshindered
historiansfrom analyzing the society free of gender bias. Feminist historians' analytical
toolslike sexuality, patriarchy and reproduction, gender perspective of caste, if applied
would have definitely brought out a clearer picture of the society as reflected in the
Manipravalaliterature.

Historians pursue analysis of the images of women with ‘loose morals' in the
Manipravaaliterature and polyandrouswomen in Sambandham system werethenorms
and theresult of social consensus. Thishampersthe possibility of historiansinlooking
deepintothegender issues. Theextremeaudteritiesof Namboodiri women and thecomplete
sarvility of low castewomen were unlikely bethe product of socia consensus. Gender as
andyticd tool helpsthehigtoriansto ddvedeepintothefissuresinthepractices. Reciprocity
of Gender with power isoneway of identifyingtheemergenceof asocid inditution. Changes
insocid relationship have corresponding changesin the power relationship and vice-versa.
The submission of the Nairsiscompletewith the subversion of man-woman relationship
that had prevailed among the Nairs. A study on gender perspectivewould helpto unravel
the nuances of how power isentrenched in changing the gender relationship. TheBrahmin
centered power dictated chastity to Namboodiri women and loose morasto Nair women.
Thisbinary pativrata/nonpativratawas emerged out of the needs of the Brahmin power.
The system became obsoletewith the shift of power from Namboodiristo British. Therefore,
the Sambandham system sustained with the support of power only. It was not out of the
consensusof the subjugated peoplethat system comesinto being ; but it canbeanimposition
fromthestate. Political theory smply reflectssocial organization.® A seriousattempt to
study medievd Kerdacan betraced totheeffortsof Elamkulam KunjanRilla. Hisinvauable
contributionin constructing medieval Kerdafrom scratchesforced himto engagefully in
placing the historical narration/factsin proper chronologica order and turned the sparse
and scattered sourcesinto aconcreteform. The dominant featuresof the society of medieva
keralalike growth of Maaydam, Matriliny, devadas system, castesystem, Brahamnical
Hinduismand Brahmin centered agrarian economy were exposed by Elamkulam. His
Janmi sambradayam keralathil (1959) explained in detail the origin of the castefrom
the peculiar context of medieva socio-economic factorsdifferent fromthemuch circulated
view of connecting it with Parasuramalegend. It opened new waysto understand the
Janmi system, landlord tenant rel ations and evol ution of agrarian society. Asopined by
A.SreedharaMenon, it wasin the hands of Elamkulam that theeconomic history of Kerala
got attention for thefirst time.
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M.G.S.Narayanan in his seminal work, Perumals of Kerala (1996) explainsthe
casteformation below the Namboodiris. He confined himself to theinterpretation of the
formation of Nair casteastheimmediate effect of the Namboodiri dominanceand explained
theemergence of therest of the castesfrom the point of view of theformation of materia
culture. Obvioudy, M.GS. neither discussed women of the Brahminsnor their placeinthe
patrilinial systemunder them. Matriliny wastheresult of Aryan migration and Nairswere
to servethem. Nair women were al so under the subservience of the Namboodiris. MGS
did not ventureinto explaining in detail the gender relationship based on caste except
about sexua liaison. Theinterpretations of both Elamkulam and M GS Narayanan about
the casteformation provide abetter opportunity tolook at the casteformation from gender
perspective. Studies, of |ate on caste from gender perspective have exposed theintimate
connection between casteand gender identity. Feminist historiansapply theroleof marriage,
sexuality and reproduction to explain the rel ationship between caste and gender. This
paradigmwould a so behd pful inexploring thedistinctive gender normsprevalent among
upper and untouchabl e castes. Uma Chakravarty reiterated that caste controlled female
sexudity and maintai ned the tatusquoingender rolesinfavour of men. Studiesarewanting
inexplaining themedieval castefrom gender perceptiveand Medieval Keralacould be
enriched with the application of gender perspective.

Travel ogues of Europeans and Arabs have enriched the sources of late medieva
period of Kerala. Europeantravelogueswereavailablein Englishtrandations. Veayudhan
Panikkasseri’ s Keralam Pathinanchum Pathinarum Noottanduakail (1963) isfirstin
the series of Malayalam trandations of Arab and European travel ogues available as
source. A number of works based on travel ogues have published on Medieval Kerala.
PK.S. Raja's Medieval Kerala (1953), P.A.Saidu Muhammad’s Keralam
Noottantukal kumunpu (1965) A.Plbrahim Kunju’'s Studiesin Medieval KeralaHistory
(1975), and, Medieval Kerala (2007) are some of the works which attempted a
comprehensive survey of medieval history of Keralabased onthetravelers accounts.
None of theseworksfound it sgnificant toinclude neither women nor gender relationship
inther narrative. Theseworks, however, provide descriptive detail sabout medievad lifein
Kerda

Thedescription of 1brahim Kunju showsthe prosperity of Keralain consequence of
tradewith foreign countries. He observed that the balance of payment inthisextensive
tradewasfavourableto Kera a, asits productswerein great demand and consequently
had fetched high prices.” Studiesonthelate medieval Keralaindicatethat tradeactivities
had confined to the coastal belt, but the products like pepper, cinnamon, cardamom,
camphor, sandalwood brought from theinterior. Thuswell knit network of trade had formed
between therural and urban centres. Thesevaried activitiesof tradeindicatedistinctive
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gender rolesin accordance with the nature of tasksinvolved. WWomen definitely must have
participated in some stages of these trade like processing of spices, getting them dried
under sun and some other allied work. Historian who dealt with the trade prosperity of
Medieval Kerdaleft women completely out of thepicture. Wasever tradeama ebusiness
only! C.ChitraDevi’sarticlegivesan account of the brisk trading activitiesand made an
attempt to establish the rural and urban trade link.2 She linked trade prosperity with
development in agriculture. Thetradersengaged in seabornetrade and commercewas
mostly in the hands of the Jaws, Christiansand Muslimswho had settled in the coastal
towns. It wasthe non-Hindu trading classes|like Chettisand Vanikswho had engaged in
inlandtradein kerala. How did therural areaact asthe production centre of the products
exported from the coastal townsto foreign countries? What wastherol e of women and
men inthesetrading activitiesand if woman isnot played an important role how did the
brisk trading activitiesand theincomeaccrued fromit changed the gender rolesin medieval
Keraa?lf women areinvolvedinallied activities of trade, what kind of work did they
involve?Theneed of gender perspectiveissignificant in unearthing the nature of women's
participation inthe buzzing trade of Medieval Keralaand the transformation in gender
roles. One can assumethat womeninthe medieva period participated intrade activities
carried on the Coast and inland alike. M.G.S Narayanan opined that Brahminsasrice
cultivatorsleft out the seacoast aswell asthe High mountainswhich supplied thefamous
and coveted hill productsof Kerala. Nairsas servantsa so occupied theinterior. Moreover,
they avoided trade and commerce and professionsinvolving manual trade.® Peoplebel ow
the Nairshad occupied the coastsand the hills- hillsand itslow |ands produced the much
coveted spices and the coasts made the transactions. Trade was not ataboo to people
below Nairs. Women of the Vaniks and Chettismust have engaged ininland tradethere.
Many European travel ersdescribed Thiyyawomen onthe coastal areasand many of them
engaged in salling their bodiesto European traders. K.N.Ganesh a so pointed out the need
of analyzing the coagtd lifedifferent fromtheinland™ dueto itsunique socia formation by
congtant touchwithforeigntraders. Thegender perspectivewould definitely helpto bring
out thelifeand rolein economic activities of women who are placed in the margin of the
caste society. The accountsof foreign travel ers, though filled with prejudiced comments
and observations, sometimesout of ignorance of the native customs, broadened the source
base of medieval Kerala. It included the bubbling account of thelife of coastal towns
whichwas crowded with population bel onged tolow castes, non-Hindu nativesand foreign
merchants. It pointsout the need to study thelifeand gender relationsof the coastal towns
different fromtheinlandlife.

K.S.Mathew who enquired medieva Kerdawithinthe context of Indian Oceantrade
noted and explained thetransformationsin medieval Keralasociety. Hisexplorationsinto
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the European sources, particularly in Portugual did throw somelight into the unexplored
realm of sourcesin Portuguese. Thetrand ation of raw sourcesin Portugueseinto English
would have benefitted thefuture research, but worksof such kind are scanty and attempts
arerare. Though Mathew did not pay attention to the presence of women in histrade
oriented workshisinterpretation/anaysisof medieval society in Keralaremainsunique.
Unliketheother historianswho providesthe pictureof astrict castedivison K.S.Mathew
observed medieval casteruleslessrigid and marriage asaloose, insignificant tieup.*

Heindirectly hintsthe changed gender relationsin the coastal life. Hisviewson
medieva featuresdid not find many followers. Similarly the Kerala Charithram(1991)
of RaghavaVarrier and Rgjan Gurukkal did deviatefrom the usual trodden path. The
book began with prehistoric period of Keralaand concluded withthemedieva period. It
applied the methodol ogies of anthropology, folk knowledge, history, sociology and
epistemol ogy ininterpreting the history. Inthe context of folk songs, the authors point out
thepossibilitiesof givinginformation onthenatureof different relationships, socia statusof
men and women, family system and socid system. Theseworksthough had not attempted
women or gender rolesin medieva society, it did raisethe possibilitiesfor gender analysis
either by enlarging the source base or bringing into new analytical toolsto the study of
medieval Kerda

Conclusion

Gender perspectivelooksat history from the point of view of the changing man-
woman relationship. An analysisof gender rolesof agiven society connectsit with socio,
economic and political factors asthe process of gendering istaken place under these
parameters. Thus gender as an analytical tool enriches history and fillsits gaps. The
transformation of medieval Keralato modern Keraaif viewed from gender perspective
makesmore sensein view of the subjectsof debatesunder colonial modernity.
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THE LIFE OF NAMBUDIRI WOMEN INVENAD:
AHISTORICAL OVERVIEW

*Simi S.

Abstract:

The proposed study is concerned with the position of Nambudiri women and their
life in the society of Venad. The various facts related to the life, customs, manners etc
of Nambudiri women in Venad are analyzed in this article. Among the Brahmins the
Namboodiris were reckoned as the highest in rank. The restrictions faced by the Nambu-
diri women in their own community, their marriage system, social status, relations with
Nayar women are analyzed. Their life in Illams, limitations in movements, deeds, words
and thoughts as well as the ex-communication related to their moral standard are
studied. Their fasts, feasts and festivals are analyzed. Their customs, general rules in
family and society, inheritance rights and funeral rites are also analyzed.

Key Terms: Venad, Caste, Nambudiri women, Customs, Restrictions, Rulesof femal e chagtity, Marriage,
Status, Festivals, Rites, Habits, Ornaments, System of inheritance, Smarthavicharam, Funeral rites.

Introduction

A womanisanimportant entity in human life. WWomen constitute more than haf of the
human population on the earth. They have been treated asweaker sectinall societies of
theworld. They arediscriminated, matreated and oppressed everywhere. In Indiawomen
enjoyed an elevated status, but dueto various social factorsthis status was destabilized.
Socially, women are harassed and ignored al ot.

* Research Scholar, Department Of History, University of Kerala, Karyavattom Campus.
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Every social condition in the present has also itsrootsin the past. The proposed
study isconcerned with the position of Nambudiri women and their lifein the society of
Venad.

Objectives of the Paper

Themain objectiveof thispaper isto unravel the position of Nambudiri women and
their lifein the social fabric of Venad. The specific objectiveisto find out how caste
determinesthelifeof womenin society.

M ethodology

Andytica, narrative and interpretative methodol ogy isused in thisstudy. Thesources
containing books, journasetc are utilized.

The Life of Nambudiri Women in Venad

Venad was one of theimportant territorial principalities, which emerged after the
disintegration of the second CheraEmpire (800-1102A.D.). Venad wasthe ancient name
of Travancore up to the time of Marthanda Varma (1729-1758 A.D.).* The society in
Venad consisted of so many classes, with corresponding diversitiesof manners, customs,
habits, food, marriage, laws, religion, property and rank in society. Each caste hasitsown
diginctivegtyle.

The Brahminsoccupied thetop-most position in the society of Venad. Among them
the Namboodiriswere reckoned asthe highest in rank. They were an exclusive caste of
Brahmins.2 Their houseswerecalled [llamsor Manakal s. The Brahminsbecame privileged
section through the acquisition of wealth and knowledge. They maderulesfor protecting
their wealth and status. That madethe caste system rigid and affected thelife of women.

The Nambudiri women were subjected to severerestrictions and were absol utely
under thetyrannica dominanceof themenfolk. Inthesodia set up of theBrahmin community,
women were consi dered not as persons but insignificant things. By and large they lived
within the polygamous househol d observing strict rules of femaechadtity.®

The Brahmin community gloomily welcomed the birth of afemalechild. Thisearly
gloomturnedinto restrictionsasthe child grew. Her movements, deeds, wordsand even
thoughtswere so restricted. Sridevi and Savitri werethe two most common names of the
Nambudiri women. Therewere other non-classic and humorous names such asNangaya,
Nangeli, Pappi, Ittichchiri, Unnimayaand Chiruta.*

The Nambudiri women were strictly gosha and were styled Antharjanam or
Agathammamar - those who stay inside the house. They should not ook at the face of
any of themale sex except their husband, father or other such close kindred®. And when
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compelled to travel, they were invariably preceded by Nayar women and were also
protected by huge cadjan umbrellas.® The married femal e was not all owed to be seen by
any maeseven of thefamily or of her caste people.”

The general ruleamong the Brahminswasthat the girls should be married before
attaining maturity. But asonly onemaninafamily wasat liberty to marry, avail ablehushands
were scarce and women plentiful, soit was customary to marry after maturity; and many
womenwereleft to liveand diein celibacy. Widowswere never permitted to re-marry.
Marriage of afemal e after puberty involvesthe payment of aconsiderable dowry tothe
husband.8 Sometimesyoung girlswere married to men of fifty or Sixty yearsof age. Living
with an old and senior husband inthe dawn of theyouth devoid of therightsand pleasures
of ahappy married lifewasabitter experience of every Nambudiri woman. Naturally
many girlswho werevictimsto such marriages soon becamewidows. Customsdemanded
that such widowsshould remain sofor therest of their lives.®

A Nambudiri seeing awidow, when setting out on ajourney, will turn back.™® It
reveal sthat thewidowswere considered asabad omen. Degath on the husband’sfunera
pyrewas not to bethe sacred duty of the Nambudiri widow, who wasadvised to seek in
thelife of asalf-sacrificing sanyas, asuremeansof salvation.'

Among the Nambudiri, only the eldest son married within the caste and othershad
Sambandhamwith women bel onging to the Nayars, Ambalavas or other communities of
equal or higher rank.2 But they did not eat food from the hands of |ower caste on account
of casterules. Unliketheir males, however, the Nambudiri women could marry only from
their own caste.

There were laws insisting that women should always be subordinate to men. A
Nambudiri woman could never eat with her husband, but could eat only the remains of
what her husband has eaten. Wife could not call her husband by hisnamerather shewas
supposed to use certain customary terms. Wivesin the Nambudiri society had to worship
their husbandswho werethevisiblerepresentatives of God on earth.?

Thetemples played adecisiverolein fixing the status of women in the society of
Venad. Among the caste Hindus, the Brahminswere al one permitted to enter theinner
shrine or the sanctum-sanctorum of thetemple. Some of theimportant fasts, feastsand
festivals observed by women only were Varalakshmi Vritam, Avani Avittam, Gokula
Ashtami, Naga Chaturthi, Garuda Panchami, Gauri Writam, Vinayaka Chaturthi,
Ananta Vritam, Mahalaya Paksham, Navaratri and Saraswati Puja, Deepavali, Wasa
Navami, Kartigai, Wkunta Ekadasi, Ardradarsanam, Ekadas and Amavasya and
Eclipses.* Tiruvathirawas one of thefestival skept by the Namboodiris. Fast and vigil in
honour of Sivawere observed by women only.*
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Sixteenmgor rites(Samskaras) of thelifecycdewerecompulsory among theBrahmins.
Nambudiri women also underwent these rituals except Upanayanam and
Samavarthanam. Certain important rituals underwent by Nambudiri women were
garbhadanam, pumsavanam, jatakarmam, annaprasnam, chowlam, karnavedham,
vidyarambhamand veli.’® Pumsavanawas performed for the purpose of securing male
offgpring.

Inthedaily life, women werethe earliest to get up inthefamily. Therewerelarge
numbersof young Nambudiri women condemnedto lead alife of perpetual spinsterhood
within the seclusion of thehouseholds. The Nambudiri ladieswere not alowed to take part
incommon prayers. Women were usualy uneducated. During the days of her menstrual
cycle, shewasan out caste from her own house and had to stay in aroom outsideintotal
secluson.

At home the Nambudiri women were ssimplein their habits, dressing like Nayar
women, up tothewaist. Thedressof the Namboodirisconsisted of purely whiteclothwith
colored or adlightly laced border for both the sexes. The cloth of thefemalewas called
pudavai. The manner of wearing the cloth was aso known as Tattudukkuka.r” The
upper part of the body was|eft uncovered while at home, but they covered themselves
properly and decently when they moveout of their Illams.

The Nambudiri women were not extravagant in ornaments. Their usua ornaments
consisted of the Tali or the wedding ornament, a kind of necklace called Cherutali
consisting of anumber of gold coins. *® She wears a string of neck ornaments called
Thalikoottam and anumber of brass bangles on both hands.*® The most important and
unavoidable ornament of amarried woman among Brahminswasthe Mangalyasutraand
themetal banglesknown as Loha-Vala, which should awaysbe multipleand unequal on
both hands. On the death of husbands it was only the Mangalya sutra and the Loha
banglesthat were discarded as obligatory among Malayalis. Other ornamentsor the hair
were not removed. They however did not use kumkum on their forehead.

Tattooing and the use of turmeric were prohibited for the Nambudiri women. The
staplefood of the Nambudiri wasrice and vegetables. Widows can eat only once aday.
Thewomen were moreexclusive, for they do not touch thefood prepared by aforeign
Brahmin.2

In Venad, most of the communities followed the marumakkathayam system of
inheritance. That was, inheritancethrough thefemaeline. But among the Brahmin community
patrilineal system was prevalent.? Most of the sufferingsfaced by Brahminwomeninthe
family and society were primarily dueto the patrilinea system of inheritance. Throughthis
system maegetshigher dominanceinthefamily.
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The Namboodiris observed sixty-four anacharamsor irregular customs. Among
them thefollowing werefor Brahminwomen?,

. Youmust not sall women

. Brahminwomen must not look at any other personsbesidestheir own husbands
. Brahminwomen must not go out, unless accompanied by women servants

. They should wear only whiteclothing

. Nosesshould not be pierced

. Sati should beavoided

Thegatusof womeninVenad wasclosdy related tothesocid ingtitutionsor customs.
Smarthavicharamwasoneof thesocid customs preva ent among the Brahmin community.
It wasthe court of enquiry into alegationsfor thetransgression of therulesof chastity by
the Namboodiris. Vicharammeansand refersto castetrial; sinceit was presided over by
the Smartan (Vedic Judge); it was called Smarthavicharam.®

Adultery between aNambudiri woman and aman of inferior castewas perhapsthe
most seriousof dl caste offences. Whenever aNambudiri woman'schastity was suspected,
shewas at once handed over to the society for enquiry, no considerations of personal
affection or public policy intervening.? The monogamy and strict obedienceto rules of
chastity were forcibly imposed upon a Nambudiri woman. Any woman suspected of
violationsof chastity ruleswas excommunicated after aritually contrived impeachment
known as Smarthavicharam.?’

For beginning aSmarthavicharamthe sanction of the ruling Rgjahad to be obtained,
being followed by the appointment of a Smarta, two Mimamsakas, an Akakkoyimma
and a Purakkoyimma.?® There were seven phases in the Smarthavicharam.® They
were: Dasivicharam, Anchapuravilakkal, Vicaram, Svarupam Collal, Udakavicche-
dam, Suddhabhojanam and Kalavicharam.

The accused Nambudiri women henceforth became an out-caste and shewould no
longer be called Antharjanam but a Sadhanam.® Theresult of the enquiry was reported
to theKing, who after hearing all thefacts sanctioned the excommunication of thefemale
and allowed her asmall pittance of rice and provisions to be issued from one of the
Oottupuras. Their children were degraded once as Chakyars and Nambiars after the
excommunication of their mothersfor theoffence of adultery. If the accused wasinnocent,
then the ceremony known as Kshama Namaskar um?® was practiced and thusthefemale
was honorably exonerated.

Every Nambudiri family would haveanumber of Nayarsfor manageria and service
jobs. Nambudiri women were attended inside and outside the house by Nayar women,
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who took care of most of the needs of Nambudiri children. When aNambudiri woman
wasput totrial for suspicionsof sexual immorality, thefirst person examinedinthecase
was her attendant, aNayar woman.*

Thustheruleslaid down for protecting chastity among the Brahmin femalesand
its trials were extremely rigorous and severe. One thing noted is that the traditional
caste council of the Namboodiriswasapowerful institution. Thelocal Rajaswerethe
supreme judicial heads of the Namboodiris. No offender could escapethetria by the
caste-council.**

Therewerea soinstancesthat the excommunicated women weremarried to Mappilas
and Ezhavas. If othersdid not marry the degraded women, it wasthe duty of the Rgjato
maintain her in a separate place and she became aslave to the Rga. If shewasfound
innocent shewasreadmitted to the caste along with her family.*

The dead body of aNambudiri woman who diescelibate cannot be cremated without
the semblance of amarriage ceremony being gone through; consequently tali wastied
round the neck of the corpse by acompetent relative.® Thefuneral ritesof womenwere
similar, but, if the woman was pregnant at the time of death, the body had first to be
purified seven timeswith pounded kusa grass, cow-dung, cow’surine, ashesand gold and
to receive mattu. Thebelly was cut openfour inchesbelow thenavel, and, if thechild was
found alive, it wastaken out and brought up; if dead, it was put back inthewombwith a
pieceof gold and some ghee. Children not morethan ten daysold wereburied withlittle
ceremony, but all otherswere burnt.%

Conclusion

The present study hastried to give an account of thelife of Nambudiri womenin
Venad. They had their own peculiar customsand followed rigid casterules. It kept their
traditionand culture. And it al so served asarestraining force against unclean habitsand
evenimmora conduct. Compared with lower castewomen, Nambudiri women had socid
statusbut their freedomwaslimited. They had certainlaws, rulesand regul ationsto protect
their mordity inlife.

The social ingtitutionsand caste-council grestly influenced their lifeand status. The
templesaso played adecisiveroleinfixing their status. Their lifeand viewswerelimited
only tothe Tarawad. Intheir custom of marriage, only the eldest son alonewasto marry
from hisown community and woman could marry only from her own community. Here
women faced lot of problemslikescarcity of husband andillicit sexual relationship.

In Venad thewomen of all casteswereinseparably connected and interdependent.

Review of Social Sciences



78 TheLifeof Nambudiri WomeninVenad: ....

There existed a close relation between aNambudiri woman and a Nayar woman. The
Pumsavana ceremony practiced by the Nambudiri community also revealstheinequality
existed between amaeand afemalechild. They gloomily welcomed thebirth of afemale
child. All the customsfollowed by them also devel oped a separatist attitude among the
wholesociety.

The society gave more prominenceto the chastity of Nambudiri women. At that time
therewasno law to question the authority of men over women. The society did not give
any importanceto the purity of men. Thereisno changeinthissituation eventoday. Likein
thepast, women areill-treated, exploited and abused right from birth onwards. Thewomen
of our society also wanted freedom from caste oppression, €limination of untouchability
and end of socia discrimination. And they need freedom with socid dignity, honour and
socid judtice.
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SACRED GROVES AND BIO-DIVERSITY
CONSERVATION IN A KERALA VILLAGE

*Sinitha G.S

Abstract

Ecological sensitivity in Hindu tradition is evident from very ancient times. The
interaction of human beings with nature acquired varied forms in the Neolithic period.
Even though man is eager to conquer new spaces, an ecological insight is visible and
it was targeted in tune with the sayings of the Rishis, ‘Loka Samastha Sukhino
Bhavanthu’. Hence they lived in harmony with nature and natural resources around.
The dedication of thickly planted trees to a local deity led to a tradition of sacred
groves and it became mostly the centers of Naga worship. These groves occupy a
pivotal position in nourishing plants and animals, soil and water conservation. Among
the hundreds of sacred groves in Kerala, Vetticode is one major sacred grove and
Naga worship centre. There were more than sixty Kavus or sacred groves in the Kerala
village of \Vetticode, but now most of them are on the verge of destruction. A variety of
factors like the encroachment of the people, increasing demographic pressure,
changing belief etc were decisive in it.

Key words: sacred groves, ecological sensitivity, bio-diversity conservation

Introduction

Man - environment relations are as ol d as the appearance of man on earth. Man has
made diverseinteractions and adaptive strategiesto join hand in hand with nature. The

* Assistant Professor in History, University College, Thiruvananthapuram.
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gruggleof manfor surviva actudly led to theevol ution of empirica scienceand philosophy.
Incourseof timeheidentified theforces of nature and role of each el ement in maintaining
equilibrium, experiencing good and evil matters. The practice of consdering mysteriousas
sacred isoften based on fear and mythical beliefs. The societiesof Greece, Rome, Asia
and Africahad long preserved sections of the natural environment as sacred grovesto
Godsand Goddesses. IntheIndian context, it hasbeen suggested that supernatural powers
got associated with specific trees, groves, pondsand natura sites, asin many other global
Situationstoo; sacredness al so got associated with abstract forces of nature such asearth,
water, fireand wind?.

Ecologica sengtivity in Hindu tradition can be best understood with theassmilation
and amalgamation of thefivefundamenta elements, air water, fire, earth and spaceasa
component of the natural world. Asaresult the Vedic Gods became the embodiment of
nature. Practices and traditions of Hinduism expanded to formulate an ecological
consciousness®. Thetruevision of the sdf and the universeisevident from the sayings of
the Rishis* Loka Samastha Sukhino Bhavanthu'. Thetraditional societiesin that way
created and maintained acordial relation with nature, astrong link between ecology and
culture. Culture and environment have aways been complementary all through various
stagesof human evolution, originating asaproduct of animisticreligiousbelief systemand
fine-tuned over aperiod of time asthe human society got more and more organi zed*.

Relevance of the Topic

Man'’sthirst to dominate and to expl oit the resources of nature up to the maximum
level resulted actualy in endangering hisown existence. Signsof put indanger of al species
appear intheform of global warming and other formslike drastic changesin ecology and
environment. Anincreas ng awarenessto protect the very base of nature has been recently
molded in human minds, asit was necessary for hissurvival. So each and every incident
that left harmful effectsontheenvironment isof keen concerntoday. Sacred grovesand its
existence becomerelevant in thiscontext.

Aims and Objectives of the Sudy

Sacred grovesarerelicsof forest patches, traditionally protected by communitiesin
reverence of adeity. The present study attemptsto makean anaysisof theloca attitudes
towardsthe sacred grovesand itsmaintenance. Furthermoreitisto know more about the
origin of Nagaworship and sacred grovestradition in Keralaand make anin depth study
on community interest in the grove and keen interest to take action towards protection,
management and restoration of the sacred groves. Also to know more about the Naga
worship centersin Keral a, especially Vetticode and to analyse how local environment
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equilibrium was maintained by the past generationsinthisKeralavillage. Another aspect
targeted isto know thefactorsthat led to the destruction of the grovesin Vetticodevillage
in the present times and to assess the effects of changing belief systems on the sacred
groves.

M ethodology

Thearticleisprepared onthebas sof both primary and secondary sourcesincluding
field study. Argumentative and ana ytica methodsaremainly used to substantiatethecrucia
factorsthat the led to the degradation of the sacred groves.

InIndiaandinmany other countriesof theworld, treeshave been heldin veneration
sinceancient times®. Sacred grovesarefound al over Indiaand most of them arelocated
inthe Western Ghats. They arelocally known in different namesin different partsof the
country. Itisknown in Madhyapradesh as Dev, Deovani in Maharashtra, Sarnasin Bihar,
Oranin Rgasthan, Devarkadu in Karnataka, Kovilkadu in Tamil Nadu and Sar pakavu
or KawuinKerala. Hindu tradition describesthree basic categories of forests®. They are
Sivan’, Tapovan® and Mahavan®. Sacred Groves comes within the group of Srivan,
traditionally protected by tribal communitiesin reverence of adeity. The ancient people
dedicated somethickly planted treesto alocal deity and thetreeson or about areregarded
as sacred, allowing nobody to touch. They are naturally attached to temple and have
cultural significance asfestivalswereoften arranged by thelocal peoplethere. Typically
these groves survived where philosophical understanding and knowledge have been
incorporated into religious practicesto ensure their observance. It served asaculture
linked ecosystem heritage by generating community interest inthemanagement and protection
of these groves. Management of the groves often varied regionally. They till possessa
greet heritage of diversefloraand fauna; serveasaprotected shelter for birdsand mammals.

InKerdahundredsof sacred grovesare scattered through the highland, midland and
lowland regions. The CensusReport of Travancore publishedin 1891 givesthefirst authentic
report on the sacred groves. Ward and Conner reported the presence of 15000 sacred
grovesin Travancore. They areindicative of theworship of treesby the ancient people.
Thesegroveswerelocal worshipping centers of Mother Goddessesand local deities. 1t
Theexistence of thegroveisanindigpensable adjunct to each Nair and Namboodiri family.
They werelocally known as Kavus. Kali Vettakkara, Antimahakal an, Ayyappan and
Nagas were commonly worshiped in these Kavus'.

The non-Brahmin communitieswerethe earliest Nagaworshippersin Kerala. Naga
worshipwhichisdtill prevalent among theHindusof Travancoreisan eement of Dravidian
religion which was absorbed in Hinduism when the Aryans cameinto contact with the
Dravidians.®® Deitiessuch as Vishnu and Sivawere not worshipped inthese Kavus'. The
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Travancore State Manual of V. Nagam Aiya provides agood description of the sacred
groves, mainly Serpent Kavusin erstwhile Travancore. A Serpent Kavu or an abode of
snakesisan indispens bleadjunct to every Nayar house™. Sometimespondswerelocated
inside or near the Kavus'®. Among the Serpent Kavus of Kerala, Mannarassala and
Vetticode deserve special mention. Mannarassalatemple, builtinagroveisreputed asit
contains 30000 images of snake Gods. The most sacred portioninsideit isthe ancient
Nalukettu'’” of thefamily whichistotaly given over to the serpentsand covered with ant
hills; only the eldest |ady of the family has admittance there; she conductsthe poojas,
instead of themalesinthefamily.®

Vetticode is a famous Serpent Kavu, situated in Bharanikkavu Panchayath in
Mavelikkara Taluk®. Vetticode villageitsalf hasmorethan sixty Kavus. Themain grove
and thetempl e cover animmense oblong space measuring about 2.5 acres. Inthe midst of
lush green environment, theidol of the principal deities Nagarajaand Nagayakshi are
installed. Themain serpent deity hereisAnanthaand locd tradition saysthat after killing
theK shatriyastwenty onetimesand saeizing ther lands, it wasgiven to Kashyap. But it was
not fit tolive, so Parasuramarestored to aportion of land leading to the genesisof aland
called Kerala. But dueto the abundance of lavanaand ore, the land was not fertile. To
solvethisproblem Lord Parasuramaentered in adeep meditation and the serpent God
Ananthaappeared before him. Parasuramarequested Ananthato maketheland fertile,
Lord Ananthathen directed the Nagas to suck out the unwanted elements or contents
fromtheland and thusturned theland into afertileone. Asareward L ord Parasurama
installed theidol of the deity Ananthahere on thetop of asoil heap created with thehel p of
anaxe. Thetermused for creating the soil hegpin MaayaamisVettikkuttu, and hencethe
place name Vetticode originated. Thereweretwo temple pondsinsdethevast premisesof
thetemple. Itisbelieved that the ponds arein the spot where Parasuramatook the soil to
heap theland to erect thetemple.

Themost auspiciousday hereistheday of Ayilyaminthemonth of Kanni, knownas
Vettikkottayilyam®. During thefestive daysthousands of peopleareassembled toworship
and propitiate the serpent Gods. Among the ceremonies offered to the deity, Sarpabali,
Noorumpalum and Urulikamizhthu are prominent.?* Sarpabali isaritualistic ceremony
for the Nagas. Asapart of the ceremony Padma isdrawn on theground. Inthemiddle of
an Ashtadala or eight petals, the onward triangles denote Prakrithi or natureand Purusha
or man.Z Init theupward and downward trianglesindicate the cl ose associ ati on between
thetwo. ThisPadma for the Sarpabali can only be seen there. Another major offering
wasthe Noorum Palum and for thistwo Swastika symbol swere drawn on the ground.
These deities were placed parallel to each other and poojas were performed with the
assistance of Pachavadya.” Milk and turmeric powder are used to make the solution for
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the poojas. Urulikami znthu isaparticular offering donein the Nagargjatemple, performed
by the coupleswithout children, inthe belief of avoiding Sarpakopa or wrath of the snakes.
Symboalic objectsthat are dedicated to the deity include Puttum Muttayum, theimage of
thesnakesingold, silver, the mold of man and woman, pure turmeric powder etc.

Major Observations

Besides being a centre of Naga worship, the Kavus or the groves in Vetticode
villagedisplay thetraditional method of conserving natureand itsresources. Inalmost al
the magjor and minor grovesof thevillage we can seeawidevariety of trees, shrubsand
herbs, climbers, epiphytesand parasites. Having tractsof virginforest and rich diversity,
sacred groves have been protected by thelocal peoplefor centuries. They reveal thelong
held traditionsof community management of forests. They haveabundant socia and culturd
vauesthat provideinextricablelink between the present society to the past intherealm of
bio-diversity, culture, religiousand ethnic heritage. The Kavus of the Vetticodevillage
reflect the ecol ogical sengtivity of the past generationsby creating community interest and
participation in protecting and maintaining them.

Thesesanctified patchesof forest |eft acomplex array of interaction and influencein
thefloraand faunaof thelocality. Several minor ecosystemsareformed in these Kavus.
Rare endangered speciescan befound in these groves. They are the abode of numerous
herbal plants of extreme medicinal value. The native doctors depend heavily onthese
plants and are widely used for the treatment of various diseases. Among them \ettila
Kasthuri isprominent whose seeds have been given with the best effect in counteracting
bitesof venomousreptiles.?* Besidesit, Kuppameni, Nayri, Chittaratha etc arein plenty
inthesegroves. Inthiseco system everyone dependson the other for itsexistencedirectly
or indirectly. Therootsof thetreesin thegrove prevent soil erosion. Theleavesof thebig
treesserve asprotector to the upper soil from being washed away. Thesoil of thegroveis
much fertile evento grow any type of seed and thisfertility isthrough the processing of
dead leavesand creaturesby the groveitself. Thetrees of the Kavus absorb and control
theflow of rainy water and help to maintain water levelsin the nearby wellsand ponds. In
increasing the underground water resourcesthe Kavushad amajor role. Inthemidst of
the big Kavus there were ponds and these ponds act as the storehouse of rain water.
Moreover these Kavuswerethe sanctuaries of awidevariety of birds. Sitting near by the
Kawu, hearing the sounds of the birds, the murmuringsof theleef - dl giveamental solace
toanybody. Providing fresh air isanother service of thegroves, they absorb carbon dioxide
inlarge quantity. It diminishesatmospheric temperature and balanceslocal climate. The
wind blowsfrom the groves are even hel pful in curing some diseases which affect the
body. Thustheecologica servicesof the Kavusare of immensevalue, and they wereided
centersfor bio- diversity conservation.
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Conclusion

Most of these Kavus are on the verge of destruction in the village, except afew
mag or ones. Pressure of popul ation necessitating moreand morehabitats|ed to de-forestation
and threat to the very existence of the Kavus. Another striking reason wasthe changein
people shelief systemsasthenew generation ignored and isreluctant to follow the path of
their ancestors. Yet another unavoidable factor was that through the pretention of
developmental activities the rulers and the ruled were eager to conquer new spaces.
Urbani zation tendencies a so led to the depl etion of the groves. Asaresult the percentage
of new speciesfound inthese groves showsaconstant deterioration. Human disturbances
have led to the deterioration of grovesin the village. In short anumber of socia and
economic issues are vibrant and this can be solved only through the realization that
conservation of thegrovesiscrucia for their subsistence. Thiscan bebetter understoodin
the sayings of the past generations, Kavu Theendalle Kulam Vattum.
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SOPANAMUSIC OF KERALA:
ASTUDY ONTHE DECAYING TRENDS

*Soumya. S

Abstract

From time immemorial, the splendid and vivacious culture of Kerala lured the
people throughout the world. Its rich heritage is known by its songs and dances, ballads,
rituals and intellectual pursuits. The soul stirring music known as “ Sopana” (Ashtapadi
singing) is a part of music ritual in a number of temples in Kerala. Sopana Sangeetham
is as old as the establishment of the tantric way of worship in the Kerala Temples. Art
was considered sacred and artists had a lot of respect in the society. But sadly, from the
beginning of the twentieth century, traditions have slowly been compromised and due
to the change in people's lifestyle and advancement in science and technology, a number
of art forms slowly died. Very few temples today continue to observe the music traditions
that were followed by their forefathers. There are only 86 ardent practitioners of Sopana
Sangeetham in the state for one lakh odd temples, sacred groves and other religious
places. It will really be a pity if, with the advance of civilization these artistic and
ceremonial rituals are forgotten and lost.

Key Words: Sopana Sangeetham, Ashtapadi, Ritual music, Kerala Temples, Temple Art

Introduction

Music has been regarded almost universally asthe purest form of art because it
combinesand assimilatesin theart and beauty, delight and love, dtogether!. Musicisthe

* Assistant Professor, Department of History, N.S.S College, Pandalam, Pathanamthitta
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primary expresson of Bhakti and adirect communi cation between the God and thedevotee
can be possiblethrough themedium of music. Thisfedling of emaotion (bhakti) and thefaith
and solacethat it gavethe devoteeswas something that Buddhism and Jainism could not
give. Thisthenwasthemain causefor thereviva of Hinduisminabigway. Thework of the
saintsand savantsof the Bhakti cult, especialy the SaivaNayanarsand VaishnavaAlwars
generated anew wave of religiousenthus asm among the masseswhich paved theway for
therapid progress of Hinduism and led to the establishment of anumber of Saiva and
Vaishnava dhrinesal over Kerda Theroleof templesintherdigiousand spiritua upliftment
of the people becameimminent and inevitable?. Keralatempleswere not merely place of
worship but werea so centresof excellenceand culturd ingtitutions. M ost of the prominent
artformsof Keradahaditsorigininthetemples. TheArt formsserved asan instrument for
the spreading and popul ari zation of the message of Bhakti. New art formslike Koothu
based on Itihasa — Purana stories and Koodiyattom were evolved in Kerala temples
with effect from the 9" Century as part of this purpose®. Theseart formsgrew adjunctsto
religionand thetempleswith their vast endowmentshad aregular establishment with artistes
like singers, composers (musicians, dancers, instrumentalists, etc.) for offering musical
serviceinitssacred precincts®. * Sopana Sangeetham’ was confined to templesfrom very
ancient days. Thisgenreof musicin praiseof thedetiesisknown as* Sopana Sangeethanm
asitissung at the* Sopanam,’ the stepsof the sanctum sanctorum of thetemple. Popularly
known as ‘ Kottippadi seva,” Sopana Sangeetham isrecited as aritual while various
ritual sare performed ins dethe sanctum sanctorum.

Objectives of the Sudy

The study isahumbleattempt to find out, the historical importance of the Sopana
music system, itsgenesisand growth, reasons of the decline of Sopanamusic, the present
condition of theart and the artists, survival strategiesadapted by the artists, promotional,
measurestaken by the cultural agenciesand government , asit may contributetowardsa
re-look onthe need of taking proper measuresfor the protection and re-vitalization of this
ritual music and itsperformersfrom further deterioration. The study thenidentifiesand
suggestspromotiona measuresand further possibilitiesfor ahedthy sustain of thistraditiona
templeart form.

M ethodology

TheAnaytica study isbased on both Primary and Secondary sources. All ble
documentsand music of veteran Sopanamusi cianslike Njeral ath RamaPothuval recorded
and preserved by Njeralath Kalashramamat Angadi ppuram, interviews conducted with
theartistesof thetemples, thetempl e priestsand the Devaswom authorities of prominent
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templesof Keralawereall pursued. Much information could be collected from sources
like, reportson SopanaMusic and Musicians, published in various news papers, articles
published in Souvenirs, Journalsand other periodicals. The secondary sourceslike PhD
Thes's, Dissertationsand published bookson music, templeartsand KeralaCulturewere
Sudiedinlength.

History of Sopana Music

Theexistence of Sopanamusic, thetraditional music system of Keralaisnow ina
critical juncture. Thistemple art formisat present struggling to cope with the modern
socio-aesthetic reditiesof Kerala. The new modern generationisnot properly trained to
enjoy these art forms. The growth of the modern theatre, popular films and television
encroached into the venues of traditional performances. Asaresult, traditional artistsare
notinapositiontoearntheir livelihood by practicing their arts. Many of theartisssand their
familiesabandoned traditiona music practice and sought other professons. Artisneglected
and the promotional measures of the government or cultural bodies or agencies cannot
completely succeed in preserving and popularizing art formsasif inthe time of feudal
system. The problemsand demandsof thetraditional temple musiciansare often neglected
asthey arean extrememinority. Thesestudy highlight their problemsand suggest solutions
totheincumbents.

Thestyle of singing combining theold ritualistic music of Keralawith themusic of
Oduvaars, the temple singers of Thevaaram and Araiyars, the temple singers of
Thiruvaaymozhi cameinto prominence under the name Sopana®. Thismusicwhichwas
based on the principlesof Tauryatrikam (combination of thevocal, instrument and dance)
was handled by certain communities called Maarar, Nambeesan, Poduval, Nambiar
who were the counter parts of the Oduvaars and Araiyars of Tamil Nadu. Thismusic
system of Keralaispristinewithitsownindividuality and uniqueness: “Singingwhichis
generdly dow intimewith thenotesgoing higher and higher andrisingin pitchandintengty
asthey proceed producing sweet mel ody and grace”.> Thissong will be sung only when
theinner sanctum sanctorum of thetempleisclosed for customary ceremonia offeringsto
godsand goddesses. Sincethe singer rendershiseulogy to the presiding deity, standing on
the* Sopanam’ thisdevotiona prayer in music acquired the name* Sopana Sangeetharm' .6
Thesongsareusudly dedicated to Krishna, Vishnu, Shiva, and especially to the goddess
Bhagavathi.’

In the remote times, Sopana Music was sung and danced before the sanctum
sanctorum by Devasrees (not Deva-dasis) the divine clan among femal e temple dancers,
who weretreated asthe consortsof Gods. When their lineage ceased and the succeeding
clandegenerated to thelevel of the Deva-dasispractising their secular Das Attam, their
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services at the temples were taken over by Marars, who were the traditional temple
mus cianswho a so sang and danced playing thedrum called | dakka, reminding the Araiyars
and Oduvaarsof Tamil Nadu temples. Gradually, the dance part was éliminated and the
singing wasmade more stylisec?.

Though the system ismost ancient, theterm Sopanacameto denoteitsdf only around
the 8" century, when temples with Vimanam, Gopuram, Sreekovil, Sopanam etc were
built inlarge numbersduring the period of the Chera King Kulasekhara. Asthe statewas
onceapart of thethree old kingdomsof the south, viz. Chera, Chola and Pandya, having
cultural exchanges, their music too had muchin common. They all belonged tothe ancient
Tamil or DravidianMusic. Intheearly sagesof devel opment Sopana mus cwasinfluenced
by themusic of the Jainaand Buddhist religious preachers. Then onwards, it came under
the spell of themusic of the Thevaaramand Thiruvaaymozhi, of the Saiva and Vai shnava
Saintsof the South. During themiddle centuries, it wasmodified after the music of Geetha
Govindam. With the popul arity of Carnatic Classical Musicinthestateit now struggles
hard to absorb concert normsafter shedding itstypical traits.

Likemost traditional music forms, Sopanamtoo hasitsset of schools, each varying
in subtleties. They include ones being sung at south Kerala temples like
Pazhoor and Ramamangalam (on the banks of theriver Muvattupuzha) and the northern
oneslike Thirumandhamkunnu and Guruvayur (to nameafew). Thesetempleshavetheir
own set of musicianshereditarily practising theart intheir precincts. Thelate Njeralath
Ramapothuval of Thirumandhamkunnu Pani, Janardhanan_Nedungadi of
Guruvayur, Damodara Marar from Pazhoor and Sadanam Divakara Marar, master
percussionist, hasbeen some of the most authentic experts of Sopana Sangeetham. Late
masters like Pallavur Kunhukutta Marar used to present Sopana Sangeetham to the
accompaniment of instrumentslike harmonium. Expertslike Trikkambaram Krishnankutty
Marar and OoramanaRa endraMarar have strived and succeeded in presenting it inthe
form of asolo concert.

Thedoyen of Sopana Sangeetham, Njerdath RamaPoduval, iscredited with having
revived thetraditional music performed intemples. It wasthislegendary singer who took
thelead to popularise thisart form outside the temple. Herebelled against the beliefs,
breaking Sopana Sangeetham free from the shackles of customary rules and started
performing anywhereheliked. Thiswasdonewith the notion that he ardently believed that
the‘ God isomnipresent’°. And thus heinstituted aversion of the Sopana Sangeetham
that he sang outside the temple as ‘Bhajanant or prayer and popularized it as the
‘ Janahitha Sopanam’ (the Sopanamaccording to theinterest of the public) of the masses
and the common man.*°
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Njeraath Harigovindan, thesixth son of Njeralath Ramapothuval istheonly singer of
Sopana Sangeetham who adopts this method in Kerala at present. He established
Njeralath Kalashramam, theinstitution formed to devoteitself totheart inthe state, to
popularise and give alease of lifeto the traditional temple art form. He built it in the
memory of hisfather at Angadippuram. Harigovindan’seffort hasbeen to createaplace
whereartistscan comewithout any formalitiesand distinctions, and do what they do be<t,
create music. The Kalashramam decide on holding the Sopana Sangeethamfestival for
art connoisseurs in the country on aregular basis every year. The recent search by
Kalashramamfor Sopana Sangeethammusiciansin the state to restorethelegacy of the
templeart led to realisation that therewere hardly any practitionersleft. They could spot
only 86 ardent practitioners of Sopana Sangeethamin the statefor one-lakh odd temples,
sacred grovesand other religiousplaces. Among the 86 artistsinthe state, only 38 have
been singing Sopana Sangeethamin templesto the accompaniment of | dakka and chengila.
Though the recently-concluded Sopana festival saw the participation of almost all the
enthusiastic practitioners in the state, alot more has to be done to give afillip to the
traditiond art form.

Kerdasociety isrichwith art, but according to Harigovindan, thereisdiscrimination
between the creamy artswhich are Kadhakali and Mohiniyattamand real rustic Kerala
music. “Keralamusicisnot Carnatic music. It isthetotality of al thevillagemusicin
Keraa, whichisnot getting therecognition it deserves. Thecreamy art formsget all the
mediaattention and hel p, and thetraditional vocd stylesof Kerdaarelosing out. My effort
isto get these artists proper remuneration so that they can continueto practicetheir art.” 2
Theroad hasnot been easy. Harigovindan has had to strugglewith the authorities, whoin
true political style, try to take the credit for what he has done. Sopana Sangeethamis
traditionally taught by thefamily memberstothenext generation. Itisstill thecase, largely.
However, thesedaysthereisacertified ingtitute caled Kshetra Kala Peedam in thetemple
town of Vaikom that offerstraining to studentsin Sopana Sangeetham, besides other
Kerdatemplearts'®. Therendition style of Sopanam, though basically atempleart, also
extends to providing audio accompaniment to traditional Kerala dance-dramas
like Kadhakali, Krishnanattomand Ashtapadiyattom besidesdevotionad musicin Kalam
Pattu and dramatic musicin Mudiyettu.

Consdering the significance of templeart forms, aproposa wasmooted in 2011 by
the Malabar Devaswom Board to revivetempleart formsincluding Sopana Sangeetham,
classical music, instrumental music and dance forms, which propagate the cultural and
traditional history of the state'*. The Malabar Devaswom Board had al so obtained 20
acres of land for the Kshetra Kala Academy from the renowned Thiruvarkadu
Bhagavathi temple, at Madayi in Kannur. Rs 50 |akh was earmarked for the purposein
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the2012-13 budget. The Academy was planned asdeemed university onthemodd of the
KerdaKalamandalam. The academy was envisaged asan institution offering coursesin
temple arts including Koodiyattom, Koothu and Tullal, Krishnanattom, Patakam,
Sopana Sangeetham, Kalamezhuthu and murals. The Kshetra Kala Academy was
inaugurated by Devaswom Minister V.S, Sivakumar on 7 August 2015. Though the
academy was announced in 2013, it got delayed owing to many reasons and now the
authoritieshave decided to open it temporarily on land bel onging to Madayi Tiruvarkkatt
temple. The government has sanctioned only Rs50 |akh for the academy, but to develop
it to adeemed university and apremier institutein training templearts, the government
should sanction morefunds.

Causes for the Downfall of the Sopana System of Music

At onetime, Sopana music system was associated with most of theritualsand the
performing artsin Kerala. Owingto historical reasons, therecita of thismusic cameto be
neglected and virtually discarded in most of the areas except in templeswhere it was
preserved as aritua. Yet what one sadly realises nowadays is the fact that Sopana
Sangeethamisstill gropingin darknessand isyet to berestored toitsoriginal spirit and
charm.

Templesin earlier daysgave equal importance to worship, music and dance. The
artisteswho performed inthetemplesgavethe sameimportanceto their art asworshipping
God. They focused on promoting their art and not wereinterested in money or publicity.
There was a genuine effort to preserve the art that was handed down to them by their
forefathers. No compromiseswere madein the quality of art accordingto thelikesand
didikesof theaudience. It was at thosetimes, that appreciation of theseart formswasat
itszenith.

Art was considered sacred and artistsheld alot of respect in the society. But sadly,
from the beginning of thetwentieth century, traditionshave d owly been compromised and
dueto the changein peopl € slife style and advancement in science and technol ogy, along
a number of art forms, Sopana Musictooissowly goinginto oblivion. Very few temples
today continueto observethe music traditionsthat werefollowed by their forefathers.
Lack of fundsand interest, changesin the socio-cultura background and westerninfluences
aresomeof thereasonswhy weareleft with no morethan afew inscriptionsto convey the
cultural heritage of thetemples. Theartistswho have been playing over generationshave
dowly moved into other morelucrative professions. Several of thesetemplesnow have
government appointed musiciansfor their day-to-day rituals.

Traditiond templeartsareaproduct of the Feuda system. When feudalism declined,
artistscouldnot continuetheir traditional profession because of many reasons, especially
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of financial vulnerability. Till thefirst half of the 20" century, Sopana Sangeethamhad
enjoyed aggnificant placeinKerda. At that timealargenumber of templesinKerdawere
sovereign stateswith awell defined territory called Sankethamand well-defined organs
of government. The Namboodiri Brahminswhowerethetrusteesor Uralar of thesetemples
mismanaged templ e properties and endowmentsand enjoyed all therevenuestherefrom.
The Sopana musiciansin templesand other peopleswho wererendering servicesinthe
templescdled Ambalavasisa so thusacquired better living standards. But theland reform
regulationsdragged thetemplesand the Uralarsin to utmost poverty. Not only the Uralars
but Sopana musicians also got badly affected by this as there was areduction in the
incomeof thetempleartists.

Traditional temple arts cannot exist without a patronage of support. When the
traditional patronageislogt, they failed to get proper support to sustain asif in thetime of
their origin. Asaresult, theart isdeclined and the artisssmove away fromtheir profession.
Thisisthe present crisis. In order to overcomethissituation, the artists should identify
some other agenciesto promotetheart. Thisstudy revealsthat theartistscan’t survivein
the present socio economic Situation. They cannot establish their identity in the present
competitiveworld and haveto turnto the cultural incumbentsfor support and sponsorship,
tosugtaininthefield of their specidization. Otherwiseit will bedifficult for themto survive
inthe present world. Economically, itishard for an average artist to have adecent lifein
the present socio-cultural context. Only afew artistsarewell paid. A mediocreartistis
often hired for apurposeand fired after that purpose.

Artistsform communities other than Pothuval and Marars have not been permitting
to sing at the Sopanam and to play the musical instruments like Chenda, | dakka and
Maddaam within thetemple premises. Thisingstencecanbeseeninalargescaleinmid
Kerala. Thedesireof Njeraath Harigovindan to sing inthe Sopanam of sometempleswas
denied ashewasborn asthe son of aPothuval inaNair woman. Thusby hesitating to
offer opportunitiesto the newborn artists, caste discriminationshave a so been playing a
rolein the decline of Sopana Sangeetham. When the administration of thetempleswas
taken over by the Devaswom Boards, they found it an unnecessary. Asaresult of this
attitude of the Devaswom Boards, especidly in Southern Keraa, so many SopanaSingers
lost their jobsintemplesand they had to thrivehard to earn aliving.

Traditiona artistsdo not haveapowerful trade union asif inthefilmindustry. Artis
not an integral ingredient or basic necessity of the society but it isonly asubsidiary
component. The mode of entertainment of apersonisdirectly related to his’her social
status and economic background. The performance scores of the traditional arts are
historically designed for asdlect few and to sacrifice their aesthetic conceptsfor promotion
redlly deterioratesthem®™. Traditional artsshould awaysremainintheir sublimebliss.
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It should be added that Keralasociety isextremely fast changing. The high literacy
level and fewer employment opportunities have created ahuge exodusof Maayalistothe
big citiesof Indig, the Gulf States, and Western countries. Theforeign cash flow into the
country, for instance, has on the one hand successfully supported templeartsand festivals.
Itssocio-economicimpact, ontheother hand, de-stabilisesthelifeof thetraditional temple
drummersand ritual expert communities. If an art form diesonce, its practitionerswill
ceaseto exist and then it ismerely archived and museumised. So the preservation and
consarvetionof our culturd heritageand promation of al formsof art, chiefly theperforming
andvisud artswhether itistriba, folk, classicd, ritual or modern assumegreet importance
andisof grestest relevancetoday.

Conclusion

Many temple art forms have been forgotten and have faded from public memory
though they arerooted in our culture and traditions. In order to promote the traditional
music system fromtheir present state of stagnation, aconceptual changeamongtheartists
and apolicy level paradigm shift among theincumbentsareinevitable. Now the cultural
Minigtry of the Stateand Human Resource Devel opment Ministry of the Centra government
aregiving scholarshipsand fellowshipsto junior and senior traditional templeartists. This
will encourage them to stick into their profession without leaving for other lucrative
professons. If theprofessonislucrative, artistswill remaininthe profess on and encourage
otherstojointheir profession. Theencouragement of theart and artistsisclosaly related
asitistheartist who brought the particular art formsbefore the public. Both theart and
artistscan grow only with the sincere co-operation fromthe part of the masses. First of all,
wehaveto nurtureasociety capable of imbibing theart formintheir hearts. Only thenthe
uniqueart form of Sopana Sangeetham can sustainin the country.
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HRD INTERVENTION IN VEGETABLE AND FRUIT
PROMOTION COUNCIL KERALAM (VFPCK)WITH
SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON TRAINING PROGRAMS

* Sreekumar V.N

Unknown to many, oneof India’ smost successful agriculture development projects
isbeingruninKerda Itsactivitiesand achievements put to shamemuch of what our state
agriculture departmentsin thiscountry have been doing since Independence. InVFPCK,
a number of HRD intervention programs have been providing four competency
developments. Among them, training isimportant. They have separate department for
training. Asaprofit making organization, VFPCK wantstoimproveitsservices. Butit has
o many drawbacksin providing training. They areproviding traininginthetraditiona way.
They haveno proper mechanismfor identifying thetraining needs. Again, they didn’t assess
theimpact of training in the organi zational and field level. They have been conducting the
training inusua way and didn’t makeany scientificintervention uponit.

Key Words: HRD Intervention, Vegetable and Fruit Promotion Council Keralam, Training Programs

1. Introduction

Unknown to many, oneof India’ smost successful agriculture development projects
isbeingruninKerda Itsactivitiesand achievements put to shamemuch of what our state
agriculture departmentsin thiscountry have been doing since Independence.

* Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology,University of Kerala Kariavattam, Thiruvananthapuram
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Vegetable and Fruit Promotion Council Keralam (VFPCK) is one of the most
successful agriculturedevel opment project inthiscountry. Sinceitsinceptionin November
1993 KeralaAgriculture Devel opment Project (old name of VFPCK) hasdisproved so
many mythswe are hearing everyday about Indian agriculture.

MythslikeIndian farmerscannot be hel ped without giving subsidies, farmersarenot
inthehabit of repaying bank |oans, farmerswill dwaysbeexploited by themiddiemenand
nothing much can bedone about it, the gap between theingtitutional research and farmers
problemwill awaysremain unbridgesable; agricultureextension project will necessarily be
expenditure projectsthat soon run out of money and run out of halt; any farmer oriented
development activity will get politicized and bureaucratized; university graduatesareonly
fit for desk jobsand not of much useto actual farmers........ thelist goeson.

Today ten years from the start VFPCK is assisting nearly 35,000 vegetable and
bananafarmersin Kerala cultivating agross area of 13,273.80 hectors spread over 9
digrictsof Kerdawithout giving any subsdies. Mogt of thesearemargind farmerscultivating
between 50 cents and two acre of mainly leased land. Nearly 75 of thesefarmershave
witnessed anincreaseintheir income because of VFPCK’sactivities. 86% of them have
reported anincreasein areaof their cultivation. Morethan 17,000 farmersmost of them
cultivatinginleased land arereceiving over 38 crores of bank |oans. The credit recovery
percentage of the bank loan hasbeen nearly 90to 100. Prior tothearrival of VFPCK less
than 50 of thesefarmerswere ableto get bank |oansfor agriculture. Theseenviousgrowths
hasattained by applying special HRD interventionsinthe entire organizationa andfield
levd.

Human competenciesarevery critical thanthoseworkingin services Thoseinbanking
sector, voluntary agencies, rura development; health and family planning, education and
other service sectors haveto deal constantly with people. For example an agriculture
development worker deal sdirectly with other peoplethosewho had less of education. He
needsto influencethese thinking and bring attitude change. Because of this, competency
development isvery critical for these sectors. VFPCK isan exemption, where HRD has
been given dueimportance

Inthefield of management science, 1980s can be called asadecade of computers
and HRD. 1990sarelikely to continueto be decade of new technologiesin every field
including human resources. It iswell recognized everywhere that human competency
development isan essentid prerequisitefor any growth or development effort. Research,
experimentation and experiencein thefield of HRD have grown enormously inthelast
decade. Many organizations have set up new departmentsknown as*HRD departments’
which symbolizetherecognition of importance of people’ scompetency development. These
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departments have doneremarkablework in attempting to find out new waysof devel oping
employee competencies. Inadditionto thewe | known mechanism of training, experiments
are being undertaken to use performance appraisal, potential appraisals, feedback and
counsdling, mentoring, job rotation, OD intervention, career development systemsetc.

In VFPCK, a number of HRD intervention programs have been providing four
competency developments. Among them, training is important. They have separate
department for trainings. Asaprofit making organization, VFPCK wantstoimproveits
sarvices. Butit hasso many drawbacksin providingtraining. They areprovidingthetrainings
inthetraditional way. They have no proper mechanismfor identifying thetraining needs.
Again, they didn’t assesstheimpact of training inthe organizationa andfieldlevel. They
have been conducting thetraining in usua way and didn’t makeany scientificintervention
uponit. These problems of the organization lead to make asubject for the study named
“HRD Interventionin VFPCK with Speciad Emphasison Training Programsin Kollamand
Thrissur Didricts”

2. Objectives

Primary Objectiveof thestudy isto anaysethe HRD interventionin VVFPCK through
training programs. The Sati sfaction regarding training programs among participantsand
need for further training programsin the organi sation was a so analysed.

Thefollowing hypothesiswere tested and reached at conclusion that leadsto the
findingsof thestudy. Therewill beno significant difference-intheimpact of HRD intervention
training programsamong the managersand farmers.

Therewill be no significant differencein theimpact of HRD interventiontraining
programswith respect to the educational qualification of the participants.

Therewill be no significant differencein theimpact of HRD interventiontraining
programmes with respect to experience of the participants.

3. Methodology

In adescriptive study theinvestigator does not manipulate the variables, subject or
thesampleto any experimental treatmentsor arrangefor eventsto happen, but the events
are purely observed, described and analysed.

Thesampling framefor the study isgiven from the District Project Area Offices of
Thrissur and Kollam districts. The sampling frame of the study consists 16 managers,
3961 farmersin 284 SHGsfrom Thrissur district and 12 managersand 1584 farmersin
198 SHGsfrom Kollamdistrict.
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Separete questionnaire were prepared for managersand farmers. Theinvestigator
visited the SHG meetings and distri buted the questionnaire among them and collected it.
The same procedureswere a so used to collect datafrom managers.

4. Analysis and Discussion
Table.1.
Mean Standard Deviation and per centage of theimpact level of Participants

Impact level No. of Respondents Mean S.D. %
Up to 98.80 (low) 21 81.52 13.79 11.80
98.80-124.80 (Average) 135 112.66 6.95 75.85
Above 124.80 (High) 22 129.73 2.21 12.35
Total 178 111.80 13.00 100.00

Table.1. revealsthat the mean value of average category (112.66) is higher than
population mean (111.80). Thisindicatesthat theimpact of HRD intervention training
programsisaboveaveragein VFPCK. Thefindings obtained by Job Hages (1984) arein
agreement with the present results. The reason for these findings may bethe quality of
training programsprovided by VFPCK.

VFPCK isgiving moreimportanceto training strategy and training methodol ogy
(subjectivevariable). Thisisonereason for the aboveresult. Participant’smotivation and
absorption capacity (objective variables) isvery highin participantsand thiswill also
contributethehigh value.

Table2.

Mean and Sandar d Deviation of theimpact of trainingon
Managersand Farmers

Category Total No. Mean S.D.
Manegers 14 120.57 9.31
Farmers 164 111.05 13.02

Thetable.2. revea sthat the mean value of impact is 120.57 and Standard Deviation
as 3.02 whichindicate that the mean impact of managersishigh ascompared total impact
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(111.80) of training in VFPCK.T his higher value of mean is due to the high level of
Managers absorption capacity and motivation.

Again, table showsthat themean valueas 111.05 and Standard Deviation as 13.02.
Thisindicatesthat the mean vaueislessascompared to that of total impact (111.8) and
impact produced on managers (120.57).

Table.3

Mean, Standar d Deviation and ‘t’ value of total impact of HRD intervention
training programsamong M anager sAnd Farmers

Category No Mean S.D. t
Managers 14 120.57 13.02
3.54%%*
Farmers 164 111.05 9.31

(** Significant at 0.01 level)

Table.3. indicatesthat theobtained t’ value 3.54 isstatically significant at 0.01 level.
It can be concluded that thereisasignificant differencein theimpact of HRD intervention
training programs among the managersand farmers. The higher mean value of managers
indicatesthat theimpact of HRD intervention training programson Manager ishigher than
that of farmers. Thismay bedueto thehigher motivation level and high absorption capacity
of managers.

Table4

ANOVA of impact of HRD inter vention training program
with respect to Educational L evel of participants

Source of variation Sum of squares df Mean squares F
Between Groups 612.48 3 204.16

Within Groups 29305.64 174 168.423 121
Total 29918.12 177

It can beseenfromthetable 4. theobtained Fratio (1.21) isnot statistically sgnificant.
Soit can beconcluded thet thereisno s gnificant differenceintheimpact of HRD intervention
training programswith respect to educational qualification of the participants.
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Tableb.

ANOVA of impact of HRD intervention training program
with respect to experienceof participants

Source of variation | Sum of squares df Mean squares F
Between Groups 745.62 3 248.54 1.48
Within Groups 29172.50 174 167.6
Total 29918.12 177

It can be seen from the table.5. that obtained F’ ratio (1.480) is not statistically
ggnificant. Soit can be concluded that therewill beno significant differenceintheimpact
of HRD intervention training program with respect to experience of participants.

Table .6.

Mean and per centage values of the satisfaction of
Mangersand Farmers

Category No. of respondents Mean
Farmers 164 2.2
Managers 14 2.57
Total 178 2.23

From Table.6. it isnoted that the mean value of farmersis 2.2 and percentage. By
considering the case of managersitis2.57 and respectively.

When the scoresare compared, it isclear that the score of managersarehigh. This
meansthat the satisfaction of managersishigh ascompared with thefarmers. Thereason
for thismay bethedifferenceintheawarenessleve about the concept of training programs
asan HRD interventiontool.

For analysing the rel ationship between the obj ective variablestaken for thestudy are
relevanceof training, training methodol ogy, training strategy and feedback mechanismand
subjective variablesaretrainee motivation, absorption capacity and opinion for improving
training programsand the outcome variablesistheimpact.
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Table7.
Correlation between subjectivevariableand outcomevariable

Variables Subjective variable Outcome variable

Subjective variable 1 0.93 **

Outcome variable 0.93 ** 1

Thetable,7. showsthat there existssignificant correl ation between subjectivevariable
and outcomevariable. Theaboveresult can beinterpreted as, if wegive moreinterventions
on subjective variableslike methodol ogy and strategy the outcomewill bemore.

Table8.
Correlation between objectivevariableand outcomevariable

Variable

Objective variables

Outcome variable

Objective variable

1

0.72%*

Outcome variable

0.72

1

Thetable aboveindicatesthat there exist significant correl ation between objective
variables and outcome variable. The above result can be interpreted as if we give
interventionsto change the motivation and absorption capacity of the participantsthe
outcomewill bemore.

5. Findings
The study revealsthat the mean impact of training in average category is(112.66)
whichishigher thanthat of population mean (111.80).

Study reveal sthat the mean impact of training on mangersare (120.57) and farmers
are 111.05.

Thereisaggnificant differenceintheimpact of HRD intervention training programmes
among the managersand farmers (t=3.54, P<0.01). The managershave highimpact than
thefarmers.

Thestudy reveal sthat the educationa level of participantsisnot asignificant factor (F
1.21, P>.05) intheimpact of HRD intervention training programin VEPCK

Thestudy brought out thefact that experiencein VEPCK isnot asignificant factor (F
1.48, P>.05) intheimpact of HRD intervention training programs.
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The study exploresthefactsthat mean of the satisfactionlevel of thefarmersis2.2
and that of managersis2.57. Themanagershave high satisfaction level than farmers.

Thestudy concludesthat thereissgnificant rel ations between subjectivevariableand
outcomevariable (r=0.93, P<0.01) i.e. training methodol ogy and training strategy hasa
positivere ationshipwithimpact.

Thestudy explorethefact that thereisasgnificant relation between objectivevariable
and outcomevariable (r=0.72, P<0.01) i.e. participants motivation and absorption capacity
withimpact.

6. Conclusion

The study concludesthat HRD intervention training programs have considerable
positiveimpact on the performance of managersand farmersin VFPCK and managers
got relatively highimpact thanthat of farmersafter getting trainings. The study reveal sthat
theeducationd leve of participantsand duration of experiencein VEPCK isnot significant
inproducing theimpact. Thestudy exploresthefactsthat managershave high satisfaction
level thanfarmers. The study concludesthat thereare Sgnificant rel ationsbetween subjective
variable (training methodol ogy, training strategy) and impact of training programs. The
study exploresthefact that thereisasignificant rel ation between objectivevarigble (trainee
motivation, absorption capacity and opinion for improving training programs) and impact
of training programsand finally the managershave high satisfaction level thanfarmers.
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ECONOMIC BACKDROP OF SOCIAL REFORM
MOVEMENTSIN TRAVANCORE

* Subhash.S

Abstract

Socio-Reform Movements dawned in Travancore in the nineteenth Century helped
a lot in restructuring the traditional caste-centric, obscurantist society. While analyzing
the structural changes in Travancore due to social movements, the economic backdrop
of these movements also should be analysed and interpreted. The rise and growth of
colonialism and the intervention of capitalism as a mode of production was an important
economic change occurred in Travancore in the nineteenth century. The introduction
of finance capitalism, beginning of plantation industries, modern transport and
communication etc economically altered Travancore in a form of what A.G. Frank
called, ‘development of under development’. But these modernization activities helped
to destroy the feudal mode of production in Travancore. Caste and feudalism worked
together in Travancore during this period. Thus these economic changes gradually
shook the very foundation of caste system and its related social inequalities like
untouchabilty, unapproachability etc. More over the transition from feudalism to
capitalism opened umpteen numbers of new opportunities to the people of the Dalit
and Depressed communities in Travancore. They got employment in plantations, coir
factories, rubber factories etc. This economically empowered these people. Once they
were economically empowered, they were denied of basic civic rights by both the Sate
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and the caste Hindus. The Socio Reform Movements emerged in this context were
instrumental in social change in the newly emerged market oriented economic system.

Keywor ds: Metropolis, periphery, mode of production, finance capitalism, under devel opment, structural
change, free trade, feudalism, caste feudal interplay, public sphere

I ntroduction

In all societies economy form the base and the rest is the super structure. Social
movementsin Travancore played asignificant rolein the expansion of public spherein
Travancore. Theeconomic backdrop of these social movementsand social changesisan
important areaof study. Theshift fromfeudaismto capitaismin Travancoreinthenineteenth
century duetotheinfluenceof thecolonid capitdist intervention affected Travancoresociety
very much. Travancore became aperiphery of western metropolisduring thisperiod.

Objective of the Sudy

Theprincipal objectiveof the study isto analysetheimpact of economic changesin
Travancore in the nineteenth century and how it influenced the social movementsin
Travancore. At thesametimeit a so focuses upon themediating role of colonial modernity
inthesocia changein Travancore. Thelinkage of Travancore economy with the economy
of themetropolisisalso taken for analysisand interpretation.

M ethodology

Themethodology isanalytical cum narrative. Aninter-disciplinary approachisaso
followed.

Colonial penetration in Travancore manifested itself in the change in mode of
production. Even before the beginning of the 19" century, Travancore economy was
intertwined with theinternationa capitalist economy by thecolonia capitaist class. This
expropriation isaccomplished through the action of theimmanent laws of the capitalist
productionitsdlf; through the centralization of the capitdists'. Thedestruction of theexigting
feuda mode of production wastheneed of the hour. Capitalisminvolvesusurping of the
control of meansof production and labour power. The colonid economicand adminigtrative
policiesadwaysfacilitated such acontrol over meansof production and labour. The process
of world capitalism entered an altogether new phaseinthemid 19" century with knitting
together of theworld economy when metropolitan capital begantodirectly interveneinthe
sphere of production, molding these frontiersto meet the needs of the world market?.
Travancore becameaperiphery of British Empireafter thesgning of thesubsidiary treaty
in 1805 with the British. The periphery supplied raw materia sand provided new markets.
Thepositionwasthat Britain settled morethan onethird of her deficitswith Europeandthe
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United Statesthrough India. The Periphery Travancore State provided differently coerced
wagelabour to the British metropolis. The appropriation of the surplusfrom the peripheral
areas by the core wasthe underlying aspect of world capitalism. In southern India, the
labour power of Dalit women and children was particularly sought becausetheseformed
yet cheaper source of labour. Thedestruction of existing feuda structure was needed for
theavail ahility of wagelabourers. Thecolonia policiesfor emancipation of thedowntrodden
cagtein Travancorecould beandyzedinthisdirection. Theinsdiousadvanceof metropalitan
capita intothehigh rangesof southernIndiabrought initswakethegradud peripheraisation
of theregion—itsincreasein participationintheglobal division of labour®.

Thefirst thing that the British government in Indiadid was surveying the natural
resourcesin Indiafor capitalist penetration. Inthefirst quarter of the 19"centaury, the
imperialist government was occupied itself with two mag or concerns: (i) Anenquiry into
and detailed survey of the biotic resources of the various colonies of theempireand a
quest to establish the means by which these resources could be rendered accessibleto the
European capitaistsfor further capitalist accumulation®. Mention may bemadeinthis
context about the survey conducted by Ward and Conner in both Travancore and Cochin.
After the survey they submitted adetailed report about the geography, flora, fauna, mineral
resources, forest resources etc in Travancore to the British government. Later on, the
report was published in two volumes. The objective of the survey was, to get aclear
pictureabout theresourcesin Travancore peri phery to expand thetentacles of metropolitan
exploitation. Theimperia botanical conference held at London in1824, wasahistorical
context with the botani ststhemsel ves, enlightening theworld commerce’. Capitalismis
present wherever industrial provision to the needsof human group iscarried out by the
method of enterprise, irrespective of what needisinvolved®.

Societa trangtionin Travancoreever sincethe second half of the nineteenth century
isvery much related to the changesin the structure of the economy of Travancore. The
economy of Travancorewas purely feudal in nature. The Janmi system or landlordism
emerged in Travancore during the medieval timesasamode of production received its
highest stage of expl oitative nature during the eighteenth century. The Uralar (Brahmin
landlords) and the Karalar (Nair intermediaries) exploited the Paniyalar (Tenants). In
theserelationsof productionstheformer two groupslived ontheeffortsof thelast group.
Themedieval temple culture gaveideol ogical support for the preparation of thisfeudal
structure. Thusboth feudalism and Bhakti went on hand in hand. The position of king had
been reduced as mere afeudal chief. In most cases the feudal chief did not obey him.
Venad, the nucleus from which Travancore emerged was not free from Bhakti-feudal
domination. They became so powerful becauseland wasthe basisof the economy and the
lion'sshare of thetotd areaof theland wasunder the ownership of them. The possession
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of land by the Statewasnomind . Astheincomewasmainly derived from cultivationinthe
land, the feudatories became economically so powerful and they even dared to challenge
theking. In short, thefeuda elementsenjoying the patronage of the priestly classhad the
upper hand inthe affairsof the State. Unlike other great portion of British India, where, in
theory the Government wasthelord of al lands, intheMa abar Coat, including Travancore,
Jenmis, mostly Brahmins, had been unquestionably accepted aslordsof thegreater portion
of theland.® Therewasaregular and compl ete success on of authoritieswho weremostly
feudatoriesexercisngdl the powersof the Government. They werecharged with assessment
and collection of revenues, administration of justice, punishment of offenders, command of
militiaand defense of the State. ™

Conl John Munro became the Resident-Dewan of Travancore after Veluthambi
Daawa'srevolt against the British. Heintroduced so many administrativereformsand
confiscated the properties of 378 templesand converted it into Sarkar land. Thetemples
wereadministered asany other department of the government and their revenue, primarily
the huge rental income derived from control of rice-tracts becameapart of the general
revenue. The modernization and restructuring of theadminigtrative machinery of the State
weakened the power of feuda barons. The new adminigtrativeand revenue policiesevinced
by Munro helped alot the British to start metropolitan oriented production systemin
Travancore. He started reclamation of wastelandin Travancore. Much number of Ezhavas,
Pulayas, and Mudimswere engaged in thereclamation. They wereallowed cultivationin
theland fully tax freefor astipulated period of time. It created asmall group of capitalist
classamong theAvarnas. Mention may bemadein the context about therise of Alummuittil
Channars, an Ezhavafamily that becameapowerful capitalist group in Travancore.

TheBritish colonia penetrationinto the economy of Travancorethough started inthe
first haf of the nineteenth century, revededitsfull exploitative character during the second
half. However, large sca eintervention by the Britishin theeconomy of Travancoreby and
large began after the 1850’ s, with the new tariff policy and the emerging plantati on sector
which was dominated by British capital.*2In 1865 Travancore entered into atradetreaty
called theInter portal Trade convention. The essence of thetreaty wasthat Travancore
wasrequiredtofollow theBritish Indian tariff ratesfor all itsimportsand exports.*1t was
an economic counterpart of the subsidiary treaty of 1805. According to the convention,
export duty charged at Tiruvithamkur ports could not exceed 5 percent or go below the
British Indian rate. No import duty could be charged by the Travancore Government on
goodsproducedin British Indiaor onforeign goodsfirst landedin British Indiaand brought
tothe State. Similarly, the Tiruvithamkur produce reaching British Indian ports could be
admitted free.* The new tariff policy initiated by British government gaveagreat set back
totheindigenoustrading class. Therewasapowerful trading classin Travancoreduring
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thefirst half of the nineteenth century. The Travancore Rgjaused to borrow money from
such tradersto pay thetributeto the British.™> Thefreetrade policy caused the decline of
theindigenoustrading class. Inthe processof making almost al importsduty free, first the
statelost substantial amountsof public revenue.’® Almost 88 percent of thetotal externa
trade of Travancorewaswith British India. The British government alwaysrevised the
tariff policy to earn maximum profit. The history of tradein Travancore sincethedate of
thenter portal trade conventionisonly therecord of aseriesof revisionsof tariff inline
with those of British India.*’ Capitalism, withitsrules, attitudes, advantagesand risks
betokened modernity, flexibility and rationdity fromitsearliest beginnings.’®

The chief items of exports from Travancore were coir, copra and other coconut
products. There was a great demand for coir products in the European market. The
government imposed export duty on the products of coconut tree which wasthe chief
industry of the state. Though the British Indian government pers stently advised Travancore
to abolish export duties, the latter pleaded inability for there was no other avenue to
compensate theloss of revenuefromimports on coconut of the Inter portal Convention.*®
The steady demand for coconut productsin European markets caused the flourishing of
the industry based on coconut tree products. Asfar as Travancore was concerned the
community which engaged in industriesrel ated to coconut tree wasthe Ezhavas. In coir
factories, Ezhavasformed 65 percent and Christiansabout 25 percent of thework force.
Theriseindemand of coconut tree productsattracted theattention of the European capitaists
and they began to invest money in alarge scale. Between 1871 and 1891 the price of
copradoubled and coir tripled. Thetotal value of export of coconut tree productslike
copra, coconut oil and coir intheyear 1906 donecarried avalueof Rs. 91,08,141 againgt
thetotal value of export during theyear Rs.2,86,32,766.* Therewasagreat demand for
coir matsin Europe. It wasafashion to usecoir matsin British houses. The steady demand
for coconut products economically empowered alarge section of people of the Ezhava
community. Thusthereemerged astrong capitalist classamong the Ezhavasin Travancore.

Thesecond haf of nineteenth century wasmarked by theexpans on of financecapitdism
in Travancore. A number of plantationswere started during this period. Beckford, for
instance, pursuing aneo-Marxist framein analyzing various plantation economiesand
societiestheworld over, hasargued that the plantationsin the col onieswere not agents of
devel opmentsasclaimed by modernization theoristsbut rather were* tributariesof imperidist
expansion”.? But plantations opened new opportunities to the Avarnas. They got
employment in nativeaswell asforeign plantationsespecially in Ceylon. Oneexplanation
might bethat inthe situation of 1870 many peoplewere ableto survivewithout the help of
themission, aslarge scale employment was offered by the Public Works Department and
the coffee estatesin the neighboring hills.? Socia reformerslikeAyyankali asofavoured
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plantationindustries becauseit opened new opportunitiesto the Pulayasand Parayas. The
socid fighter of the Pulayasand their representativeinthe Sree M oolamAssembly, Ayyankdi,
asofavoured theideaof recruitment of Pulayafamiliesto the plantations.?* They got a
regular income from the plantations and thusthey were exposed to amoney economy.
Moreover asmost of the plantationswerelocated infar off places, they got an opportunity
for mobility in public places. This changing situation gradually weakened the power of
Janmis (land lords) and the Travancore government abolished Uzhiyam (forced labour
without remuneration). On 7 August 1893, the government took afinal decision onthe
issue. Accordingly, the UzhiyaMiruthi system was abolished permanently.? The changing
economic scenario compelled Travancore government to introduce land reform. The
government i ssued two proclamationsfor land reform, Pandarapattam Proclamation on
2" June, 1865 and Janmi Kudiyan Proclamation in 1867. In an economy, like that of
Travancore, whereland was considered the most desired form of wealth aswell asthe
major sourceof livelihood, it caused aspiritin transaction revolving around land, and this
paved the way for expansion in economic activities.?® These structura changesin the
economy of Travancore gaveimpetusto the people of the depressed caste communitiesto
questionthesocial evilsand inequalitiesin Travancore. It wasin thischanging economic
scenario that socio reform movements under theleadership of Vaikunda Swamikal, Sri
NarayanaGuru, Ayyankali, Pandit Karuppan, Poikayil Yohannan and thelike emerged.

Conclusion

Thesocioreformmovementsin Travancoreowealot to thestructural transformation
of economy inthenineteenth century. Travancoreeconomy wasintertwined withinternationa
capitalist economy during thisperiod. It hel ped to destroy thefeuda economy of Travancore.
The changing economic conditions opened new opportunities to the Dalits and the
depressed. There emerged middle classamong them and they were not ready to accept
theinequalitiesinthesociety. Thissituation paved theway for theriseand growth of socia
reform movementsin Travancore.
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THE ROLE OFANJENGO FORT INTHE
TRANSFORMATION OF TRAVANCORE

* Unnikrishnan S.

Abstract

Historical relics are not mere monuments of yesterdays, but the bearers of the
stories of previous generations and incidents which transformed the society drastically.
The forts of Kerala played a vital role in all the facets of Kerala, especially in the
fields of military and commerce. Among them Anjengo fort deserves a special place as
it is the first fort of the English in Kerala which played a decisive role in the transfor-
mation of Travancore. In ordinary cases, the forts only serve the cause of the master
and not the interest of any other party. But in the case of Anjengo, it served both the
English and the State of Travancore. The present study attempts to analyse the role
played by the fort in the efforts of Marthanda Varma in the political consolidation of
Travancore. It also attempts to understand the role played by the fort in making the
English supreme in the commercial as well as political realms.

Key Words: Blockade, Reinforcements, Candies, Warehouses, M erchandise

Introduction

Anjengofortisthefirst fort of the English East IndiaCompany inKerala It hel ped
the English in ousting the other European powers from the area and thereby gaining
consderablebenefitsfrom thearea. Assituated inageographicaly strategic area, it helped
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the Englishin procuring themerchandise even from thevery interiorsof theland. Thefort
also helped therulersof Travancorelike MarthandaVarmain consolidating the country
politically. It wasthisvery fort which becameinstrumental in the establishment of British
supremacy in Travancore.

Objective of the Sudy

The present study attemptsto trace out therole played by thefort in the progress of
thecommercia prospectsof the Englishin Kerala. It aso attemptsto anaysethevarious
theoriesregarding theorigin of thefort and triesto fix it with authentic evidences. Thestudy
also attemptsto assesstherole of the geographical footing of thefort which helped the
Englishinexcelling other European powersin commerce.

M ethodology

The methodology adopted in the study isanaytical and qualitative. Many primary
sourceswere utilized to assessthe commercia transactions, for getting apicture of the
quantity of articlestraded throughthefort.

History of Anjengo Fort

Anjengo, thefirgt British settlement in Travancore exerted degpimpact onthecolonia
history of our state. Even beforethe British established their trade settlement here, the
placewasarenowned commercid centreinthe Degp South. Largdy cultivated with coconut
trees, Anjengo from the early days had itsfame asthe best coir-producing centreinthe
world. Theavailability of calico and pepper added moreglory to thisplaceand countries
like Egypt, Greece and Rome made good use of the suppliesfrom Anjengo.

What makesAnjengo so specia wasitspeculiar geographical situation. Situatedin
between the Anjengo backwater and the Arabian Sea, having a coastal area of five
kilometers, it seemed to be a paradise for the merchants of medieval times. Morethan
that, provided with the splendid means of water communication, it had the capacity to
serveasagood basefor thecommercia undertakings. Thisposition enabled thetradersto
gototheinterior of thecountry, especialy to therich pepper producing areaslikeAttingd
and Neyyattinkarafor procuring merchandise. Again, thisplace provided thefacility to
watch the movements of the enemiescoming from Ceylon. So thishamlet had everything
for it to be acommercial centre like backwaters, coastal areas, harbour, inland water
communication, coir merchants, spices, etc.

Thus realising the commercial importance of Anjengo, foreign powers like the
Portuguese, the Dutch and the English, one by one, tried to establish their position at
Anjengo. Of course, thefirst to cometo this place were the Portuguese. They made some
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fortuneshere, but their arrogant nature and theforcible conversions made them unpopul ar
and so the Portuguese trade declined. They werefollowed by the Dutch, who established
asettlement here. But what make Anjengo so famousareits connectionswith the English.

Theories Regarding the Origin of the Fort

Actudly the English had already started establishing their contactsin Travancoreright
from the 1680s. First of al, they entered into friendship with the Rani of Attingal and
ganed two placesfor establishing factories— Retorah (Vettoor) and Bringhom (Vizhinjam)
in 1688.1 Daniel Acworthwasthe chief of thesefactories.2 But the English could not make
great progress here because of the Dutch interventions. So they werelooking for amore
favorable placethat they foundin Anjengo.

However, historianshave adifference of opinion regarding the above satement. Some
of thehistoriansopinethat the Anjengo settlement cameinto being beforethe Retorah and
Bringhom factories. In fact, several historians raised many views about the Anjengo
settlement. William Logan statesthat it wasin 1684 that the English got permission from
the Rani of Attinga for the construction of afactory.® To NagamAiya, “thefirst political
and commercid relation between Travancoreand the E.E.1.C beganin 1673 when afactory
wasestablished at Anjengo.* C.A. Innesisof theview that “the English obtained asitefor
thefactory from the Rani of Attingal in 1684 and permissiontobuildafortin 1690” > This
view waslater echoed by the historianslike K.P. PadmanabhaMenon and K .K. Kusuman.
According to Biddul ph, “in November 1693, John Barbournewas sent toAttingal, where,
by hissuccessful diplomacy, the sandy split of Anjengo wasgranted tothe English assite
for afort”.® Bruce, the official historian of the Company hasgiventheyear 1695 asthe
date of the beginning of the settlement.’

So amidst these differing statements, it isdifficult to pick theright one. Theonly
reliable sourceto clarify thisissuewasthe company records, but unfortunately the early
recordsof Anjengofort weredestroyed by fire. However, we have one authentic sourcein
theformof aletter fromfort St. George of Madras. Inthat | etter, Barbourne and Daniel
Acworth gaveinformation to the authorities on the success of their negotiationswith the
Rani of Attingal for securing permissionto build afort.2 Sofromthis, it can beassumed that
thepermissionwasgranted in 1694 and itsearlier activitiesbeganin 1695.

But themodern researches, based on therecordsof theLondonArchivesvividly give
the exact datesof thesigning of thetreaty. As per these studies, thetreaty wassigned on
the 9" of July 1694 between the English and the Queen of Attingal .° Asper thetreaty, the
English got possession of Anjengo on 27" July 1694 and hoisted the English flag thereon
the same day.*® The Rani who gavethe grant to the Company wasAswathy Tirunal, who
was popularly known asthe* Pepper Queen” .1t
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The Queen of Attingal and the English

Whichever be the exact date of the establishment of the factory at Anjengo, the
English had amission there—to break up the monopoly of the pepper trade which was
enjoyed by their rivals, the Dutch. Very soon, they burnt down thetrading outposts of the
Dutch at Anjengo on the pleathat it had given cover to one of their enemies. Asthe
Stuationwastense owing to thethreatsfrom the Dutch and because of the complex political
Stuation, theEnglish decided tofortify thisplace. Thisdarmed the Dutch and they fermented
suspicion inthemind of the Queen about theintention of the English. Actudly, it wassaid,
inthetreaty itself that the English were provided with theright to construct afort. But
because of the Dutch intrigues, the Queen wasinfluenced and she ordered the English
factorsto stop the construction of thefort.

But John Barbourne, the chief of Anjengo, ignored the orders of the Queen and
decided to construct thefort by any means. Moreover, he decided to construct thefort
using stones. But sincethelaws of the country prohibited all personsfrom buildingwith
stoneor brick except theroyal family, the company found it tough to obtain artificesand
worksmen.*? Therefore Barbourne asked Bombay Government to send their masons,
stone-cutters or some workmen who werewell-versed in fortification. It is said that
stonesfrom Tellicherry were used to congtruct thefort.** Again, the English faced problems
in obtaining chunam. Thoughit wasavailablein plenty in Quilon and Tuticorin, the Dutch
influenceintheseareas hindered the English from obtaining chunam. Onceagain, Barbourne
asked the Bombay authoritiesto send chunam for the congtruction of thefort. Thefoundation
stone of thefort waslaid in the month of October 1696.% Thefort they designed was of
90 yards square to be mounted with 60 to 70 guns.

However, thework of thefort progressed only very dowly and continued infitsand
startsfor fiveyears. At every stage, they had to face several obstaclesespecially lack of
finance and the disapproval of the Court of Directors.’® Again, they had to face another
gresat problem from the Rani of Attingal. Infact, she had decided to blockadethefort to
starvethe English out. But astherewasno patrolling on the coast, the siege proved to be
ineffective. Soon the Rani sent atroop, but wasdefeated. Amidst al thesedifficulties, the
fort wascompleted, whichinlater periods, proved to be one of the greatest stronghol ds of
the Englishinthe South. John Barbournewasappointed asthe chief of thefort and Verdamon
was the company’s broker.'” There were atotal of 31 chiefs during the period 1694-
1810, all of them made great fortunesfor the company and madethe English the defacto
rulersof Travancoreinthelong run.

Although there was some rupturein the relations with the Rani of Attingal inthe
1690s owing to the construction of thefort, all the misunderstandingswere soon cleared
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by the Ajengo authoritiesand they once again entered into amicabletermswith her. Then,
using thisfriendly reaionship, the English gathered maximum profit by involvinginvigorous
trade, especialy in pepper and cotton. But asthe English were steadfast intheir loyaty to
the Rani, they ignored the Madampimarsand Pillamars, whichinlater yearsresultedinthe
enmity between both. The English had a so roused the popular feeling against them by
resorting to unscrupulousmethodsof trading. All theseled to an unfortunateincident which
isreferredtoin history astheAttingal Rebellion. Inthisincident whichtook placeonApril
15, 1721, the natives murdered the English factor and hismen who wereon their way to
givetheir usua presentsto the Rani.*® The people soon blockaded thefort also. But the
fort was defended from the siege by the heroic efforts of gunner Inneswiththehelp of a
small garrison. *° L ater, thefort wasrelieved with thereinforcementsfrom Telicherry. All
these devel opments have been depicted asthe Attingal Rebellion, about which detailed
description isnot given here because volumes and volumes have been written on that
subject. However, thisincident had been hailed by many and sometimesbeen depicted as
thefirst organi zed struggle against the Englishin the country.

Althoughthe English had lifted the blockadewith thehd p of Tellicherry, theconditions
remained tensefor along time. The nativeswere suspi cious and so the English aways
expected to be attacked by them. Thissituation forced them to maintain astrong garrison
at Anjengo which required huge expense. M orethan that, owing to the negative character
of the people, procuring of commercia articlesbecame even moredifficult. Thusoveral,
the company had ahard timeduring 1721-28. During that period, the pepper supply went
down from 3,000 candies per annumto 1,000 candies, reflecting their decadenceintrade.
Thus, the high military expensesand fall in commercial transactions made the Anjengo
Settlement an uneconomic one.

What benefited the company during all these hardshipswasthat their relationswith
the Queen of Attingal were strengthened further. Moreover, these devel opmentsled the
English to establish connectionswith the king of Travancore aso. The Queen, earlier
suspected to have some role in the Rebellion, dispatched lettersto Madras and sent a
deputationto Telicherry, “toexpressher horror at the barbaritiescommitted by her people.” %
Moreover, the English were provided with compensation for thisincident, whichiswell
proved by two identical olas. They wereissued by theking of Travancore and the Queen
of Attingal on January 10, 1731, conferring the grant of two gardensin Chirayinkil as
compensation for theloss suffered by themin 1721. It isstated “when ontheApril 15,
1721, he (the Commander of Anjengo) and ten other personswent to Attingal to make
presentsto the Queen; they werekilled by thetreachery of the Pillamar and Kariakar, who
sei zed themoney of the company.”#
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Relations with Travancore

TheAttinga Rebellionwaschiefly attributableto the Pillamarsand Kariakars, who
hailed themsel ves asthe most powerful, even more than the king. Thisattitude not only
created problemsfor the English at Anjengo but for theking himsdlf. Sointhisregard, the
relgning king RamaVarma(1720-29) thought intermsof €liminating thesefeudd eements.
But for that he needed astrong aly. Hefound thisstrong supporter inthe Englisha Anjengo.
The Company, ontheir side, by now realised that asfar astheking waswesak, they could
not enjoy afreeflourishing trade. So they wereready to helptheking and to strengthen his
position, if they were provided with trade concessions and privileges. Hence both the
parties|ooked to each other for assistance and thisresulted inthe signing of treaties. The
man who wasinstrumental in aligning thesetwo powerstogether was none other than
MarthandaVVarma, the heir apparent of Travancore, who already realised the superior
military strength and organisation of the English at Anjengo.

Thus the ties between these two parties were strengthened from April 25, 1723
onwards.? Inthe sameyear, MarthandaVarmaasthe Prince of Neyyattinkaraentered
into an agreement with the English chief Alexander Orme on behalf of the king of
Travancore.” Thetreaty of Anjengo, asit wascalled, wasthefirst treaty entered into by
E.E.|.CwithanIndian Sate. By thistreaty, theking agreed® (1) to erect afort at Kulacha
to establishamint for coining Panamsand (2) to be*“inleagueand united ingood friendship
with the Honorable Company”.

Both the sideswerefurther brought closer asaresult of another agreement between
them on 15" August 1723.% By thisagreement, theking asaconsol ation measure, agreed
to punish thosewho committed great harm to the Company. With al this, the misunder-
standingsof the Company with regard to theking wereremoved. So now they a so decided
to strengthenthearmsof theking in hisventureto eradicatethefeuda € ements. Therefore,
theAnjengofort declared itsintention*in spiteof money expenses, to put downtheenemies
and subject the country to theking” .% Thisdeclaration, along with theking’'sdecisonto
suppresshisenemies, was of great importancein the history of Travancore becausethey
led to the strengthening of king'sposition and a so to the unification of Travancore.

In consideration of thisoffer of help, theking of Travancore agreed® (1) to establish
awarehouseat Kulachal, (2) to order for the supply of 10,000 piece goodsevery year in
variouskinds and (3) not to supply any other European nation any goods, which were
necessary to the English, and to permit the Company to collect the customson al imports
and exports. In the customs accounts, the Company was to pay the king six thousand
Panamsannually “in gold or other articleson account” . Thisagreement virtually handed
over themonopoly of tradeto the English at thefort of Anjengo.
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Thusone can seethat Travancoreand the English at Anjengo fort entered into perpetud
friendship, which benefited both the powers. Infact, it wasthe Travancoreanswho gained
morefrom these agreements. Tothem, the Englishhelp, especialy their better war materids
proved extremely useful intheir wars. Marthanda Varmadutilized thesein hiswarsagainst
the Dutch, Quilon, Kayamkulam etc. Thisa so enabled himto win over hisMadampimars
inhisgtrifefor political expang onand the consolidation of Travancore. But instancesof the
activesupport of the Englishinthewar field, especidly inthe sending of troopsto helpthe
Travancoreans, areabsent or rather stray. Still, itisquiteevident that in hisvictory over the
Dutch, MarthandaVarmareceived afair amount of war suppliesfromthe English. Inthe
war of 1739 (Attingal), we have clear proof of the English assistancein thefield. The
Dutch recordsmention that intheAttingal campaign (December 1739) the English hel ped
Travancorewith “ 140 soldiers, 500 guns and six barrels of powder”.2 Thisisfurther
attested by aM atilakamrecord dated Markazhi 918 M .E. (December 1743) which mentions
the expenditureincurred in supplying provisionsto the Englishresiding at Attingal . The
Anjengo recordsa so testify thisfact. Sointhelight of theabove statements, itisvery clear
that it wasthe State of Travancoreor rather M arthandaVarmawho made better use of the
agreementswith the English at Anjengo. What ismoreimportant hereisthat it wasAnjengo
fort which enabled MarthandaVarmato achievethe political expansion and consolidation
of his State, Travancore. That clearly showstherole of Anjengo fort in the politics of
Travancore.

TheEnglishinvolvement intheAnglo MysoreWarson behdf of thestate of Travancore
isquiteclear and thereisno need to elaborate therole played by them. Even though they
have played asafe-dded game, the confidencewhich the English provided tothe Travancore
wasphenomend. Thenet result of al their involvementswasthesigning of the Subsidiary
Alliancewith Travancorewhich virtualy made Travancoreatributary of the English.

Towards Commercial Monopoly

What theAnjengo fort authoritiesexpected from Travancoresince 1723 wasatrade
monopoly, especially in pepper. They won the confidence of the ruling kingsand gained
themonopoly inthe said commodities. These madethe company’sposition commercialy
strong and financialy sound. In due course, they intrigued against the Dutch and seized
their fortunesand later on, virtually dictated the commerce of Travancore. Thusthefactors
of Anjengo from the 1720sto the 1740swere carrying brisk trade and it seemed to bethe
golden ageof that fort and settlement.

However, this position of the company underwent achangein thelate 1740s, when
MarthandaVarmadecided to introduce state monopoly in spicetrade. Heexplainedit as
amove to tackle the severe expenditure he had incurred for his constant wars. The
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uninterrupted supply of pepper to the English was stopped. Now the Englishwereina
confused state and to pressurizetheking, thefactorseven curtailed the supply of armsand
other war like stores badly needed by the king. Thisled both the powersto ook up on
each other with mutua suspicion. OnAugust 13, 1748, theAnjengo factorsobserved: “it
seemsto usvery apparent that thekingisdetermined to abolish al theHon’ blecompany’s
ancient privileges... theking'sresolutionsare, no war like stores, no pepper... and to
makewhat pricehepleasesfor hispepper...”® Theintentionsof theking were made clear
by Ramayyan Dadawa, the PrimeMinister, in 1750. To him, “HisM g esty isdetermined to
keep thisbranch of tradein hisown hands, having been at avery great expensein thelatter
wars, towardsthe maintaining (sic) of which the merchantshad made every (sic) small
contribution” * Sothisattitude of theking affected the Company’ sturnover, and theAnjengo
fort went through agrim period.

But once again the English at Anjengo bounced back asacommercia force equipped
withthe monopoly of pepper inthelatter part of the 18" century. During that period, the
company’sfinancia activitiesboomed. Thisiswell proved by the Neettu records of the
Central Archives, Trivandrum. In fact the Travancore Government had akind of fear
towardsthefort and they thought that if the Government would not provide merchandise
tothefort that would negatively affect Travancore.® Morethan that, Travancorewasin
need of articles like sugar from the fort.*® They bartered cardamom and pepper for
gunpowder and salt petre.* During these hectic years of business, the Government had
appointed an auditor for recording the transactions. Even the Government appointed
officasfor safeguardingAnjengo and neighboring areas® and the company waspurchasing
pepper heavily during thisperiod even from K ottarakkara * During thisperiod, teskwood
wasexported to England inbulk.3” All these show thehighlevel of businessactivity andthe
good commercia prospectsof thecompany. Inthiscontext, itisvery clear to notethat the
Travancore Government madedl thearrangementsnecessary for the successful functioning
of thefort.

From Commerce to Politics

Alongwith the commerce, the company beganto intervenein politicsaso. Withthe
Mysorean invasion, the company’s associ ation with Travancore' smilitary movements
becamestronger and the company’ ssupport becameinevitablefor Travancore. Thecompany
kept onimproving thisposition and thisfinally resulted inthe signing of the Subsidiary
Alliancewith Travancore, which ultimately placed Travancore under the control of the
English®

Thusitisvery evident that theAnjengofort and itsvariouschiefsplayed agreat role
in bringing about thefortunes of the company in Keralaand effecting the signing of the
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perpetual defensvealliancewith Travancore. After concluding thistresty, anew agent of
the E.E.1.C took officein Travancore asthe political resident in the year 1799.% Col.
Macaulay wasthefirst political resident of Travancore. Theensuing yearswitnessed a
strugglefor power between the political resident and commercial resident of Anjengo,
which ultimately resulted in the victory of the political resident. With this, the post of
commercial resident was abolished and the whole power was absorbed by the political
resdentin 1810. Now theAnjengofort long withitscommercia establishment wasplaced
under the political resident and thereforeitsimportance was undermined.

Even after theend of thecommercid residency, thefort had somesignificanceasthe
headquartersof thecivil and judicial administration relating to Tangasseri.® The English
gtill continued their commercid activitiesthroughthefort, though it wasnot viewed astheir
primary concern. I n the beginning of the 20" century also, it was one of theimportant
settlementsof the Englishin Keraa, having 649 houseswith apopul ation of 3780.4

Conclusion

Thusanaysing theentirehistory of Anjengofort, itisevident that thevery small fort
brought huge commercia aswell aspoalitical fortuneto thecompany. Actually thiswasthe
fort which madethe English so strong in Keralaand enabled the Englishto ass milate the
whole power of Travancoreand Cochin.

References

PK.Leena, The History of the English East India Company's Settlement at Anjengo,p.37
Ibid., p.42

William Logan, Malabar vol.l, p.341

Nagam Aiya, Travancore Sate Manual, p.211

C.A.Innes, op.cit., p. 381

John Biddulph, The Pirates of Malabar, p.271

Bruce, Annals of the Honorable East India Company, Vol. 111, p.194

Letter No. 103 dated 28" September 1694, Letters from St.George, 1694, pp. 80-81
PK.Leena, op.cit., p.57

Ibid., p.58

Ibid.

Ibid., p.73

Ibid.

© 0O N o A~ wWwDPRE

© R ES

Review of Social Sciences



120

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.

29.
30.
31.
32.

33.
34.
35
36.
37.
38.
39.

40.
41.

The Role of Anjengo Fortinthe ...

A.Plbrahim Kunju and B.Sobhanan, History of the Anjengo Commercial Residency
(1695-1810), Journal of Kerala Sudies Val. 111, March 1976, pp.98-110

PK.Leena, op.cit, p.78

Ibid., p.76

Ibid., p.82

John Biddulph, op.cit., pp 282-83

A.Plbrahim Kunju and B.Sobhanan, loc.cit., p.99
T.K.Velu Pillai, Travancore Sate Manual, Vol. 11, p.248

William Logan, Collection of Treaties, Engagements and Other Papers of
Importance, Part I, No XX p.100

K.Sivasankaran Nair, op.cit., p.54
Ibid.

Logan, Treaties, p100

Lettersfrom Tellicherry, Vol. I, p.25
Logan, Treaties, No. XII

Ibid., p.100

Dutch Manu script, Vol. 228, Ff. 188-89 asquoted in A.PIbrahim Kunju and B.Sobhanan,
loc. cit.

Curuna 2252, Ola 74, as quoted in A.P. Ibrahim Kunju and B.Sobhanan, loc.cit.
Anjengo Consultations, Vol. Il (A) pp. 47-48
Ibid., Vol. 1l (B) p.87

Neettu Record dt Karkadakam 31, 943 (M.E.), Bundle 0. 76, Vol. 94, Centra Archives,
Trivandrum

Neettu Record dt Meenam 25 944 (M.E), Bundle No. 76, Vol. 163, op.cit

Neettu Record dt Kumbham 18, 944 (M.C) Bundle No. 76, Vol 193, op.cit

Neettu Record dt Idavam 31, 944 (M.C) Bundle No. 76, Vol. 149, op.cit

Neettu Record dt 975 (M.E), Bundle No. 4, Val. 5, op.cit

Neettu Record dt Midhunam 25, 1012 M.E.), Bundle 0. 32, Vol. 244, op.cit.
A.Plbrahim Kunju and B.Sobhanan, op.cit., 104

Anjengo Diary, Vol. 1289, Ff. 379-81

Guide to the Malabar Records, Vol. Il 1714 to 1835, p.102

Satistical Appendix for Anjengo District, p.4 °

Vol. XVII No. 3 e July - December 2016




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /AGaramond-Bold
    /AGaramond-BoldItalic
    /AGaramond-Italic
    /AGaramond-Regular
    /AGaramond-Semibold
    /AGaramond-SemiboldItalic
    /AGOldFace-Outline
    /Avenir-Black
    /Avenir-BlackOblique
    /Avenir-Heavy
    /Avenir-HeavyOblique
    /Avenir-Medium
    /Avenir-MediumOblique
    /Avenir-Oblique
    /Avenir-Roman
    /BakerSignet
    /BellGothic-Black
    /BellGothic-Bold
    /BellGothic-Light
    /BermudaLP-Squiggle
    /Birch
    /Chaparral-Display
    /ConduitOSITC-BlackItalic
    /Courier
    /Courier-Bold
    /Courier-BoldOblique
    /Courier-Oblique
    /Cutout
    /DV-Aakash-Bold
    /DV-Aakash-BoldItalic
    /DV-AakashExBold
    /DV-AakashExBoldItalic
    /DV-Dhruv-Bold
    /DV-Dhruv-BoldItalic
    /DV-Dhruv-Italic
    /DV-Dhruv-Normal
    /DV-Natraj-Bold
    /DV-Natraj-BoldItalic
    /DV-NatrajExBold
    /DV-NatrajExBoldItalic
    /DV-Natraj-Italic
    /DV-NatrajMedium
    /DV-NatrajMediumItalic
    /DV-Natraj-Normal
    /DV-SurekhEN-Bold
    /DV-SurekhEN-BoldItalic
    /DV-SurekhEN-Italic
    /DV-SurekhEN-Normal
    /Galliard-Bold
    /Galliard-BoldItalic
    /Galliard-Italic
    /GalliardITCbyBT-Roman
    /Galliard-Roman
    /Ganga-CH-Bold
    /Garamond-BoldCondensed
    /Garamond-BoldCondensedItalic
    /Garamond-BookCondensed
    /Garamond-BookCondensedItalic
    /Garamond-LightCondensed
    /Garamond-LightCondensedItalic
    /Giddyup
    /Goudy
    /GreymantleMVB
    /Helvetica
    /Helvetica-Bold
    /Helvetica-BoldOblique
    /Helvetica-Condensed
    /Helvetica-Condensed-Bold
    /HelveticaInserat-Roman
    /Helvetica-Light
    /Helvetica-LightOblique
    /Helvetica-Oblique
    /ISFOC-Border-10
    /ISFOC-Border-11
    /ISFOC-Border-9
    /ISFOC-BR1
    /ISFOC-BR2
    /ISFOC-BR3
    /ISFOC-BR4
    /ISFOC-BR5
    /ISFOC-BR6
    /ISFOC-BR7
    /ISFOC-BR8
    /Khaki-Two
    /ML1-Ambili-Bold
    /ML1-Ambili-BoldItalic
    /ML1-Ambili-Italic
    /ML1-Ambili-Normal
    /ML1-Aswathi-Bold
    /ML1-Aswathi-BoldItalic
    /ML1-Aswathi-Italic
    /ML1-Aswathi-Normal
    /ML1-Indulekha-Bold
    /ML1-Indulekha-BoldItalic
    /ML1-Indulekha-Italic
    /ML1-Indulekha-Normal
    /ML1-Karthika-Bold
    /ML1-Karthika-BoldItalic
    /ML1-Karthika-Italic
    /ML1-Karthika-Normal
    /ML1-Revathi-Bold
    /ML1-Revathi-BoldItalic
    /ML1-Revathi-Italic
    /ML1-Revathi-Normal
    /ML-Aathira-Bold
    /ML-Aathira-BoldItalic
    /ML-Aathira-Italic
    /ML-Aathira-Normal
    /ML-Ambili-Bold
    /ML-Ambili-BoldItalic
    /ML-Ambili-Italic
    /ML-Ambili-Normal
    /ML-Anakha-Bold
    /ML-Anakha-BoldItalic
    /ML-Anjali-Bold
    /ML-Anjali-BoldItalic
    /ML-Aparna-Bold
    /ML-Aparna-BoldItalic
    /ML-Ashtamudi-Bold
    /ML-Ashtamudi-BoldItalic
    /ML-AshtamudiExBold-Italic
    /ML-AshtamudiExBold-Normal
    /ML-Ashtamudi-Italic
    /ML-Ashtamudi-Normal
    /ML-Aswathi-Bold
    /ML-Aswathi-BoldItalic
    /ML-Aswathi-Italic
    /ML-Aswathi-Normal
    /ML-Atchu-Bold
    /ML-Atchu-BoldItalic
    /ML-Atchu-Italic
    /ML-Atchu-Normal
    /ML-AyilyamBold-Italic
    /ML-AyilyamBold-Normal
    /ML-BeckalBold-Italic
    /ML-BeckalBold-Normal
    /ML-Bhavana-Bold
    /ML-Bhavana-BoldItalic
    /ML-Bhavana-Italic
    /ML-Bhavana-Normal
    /ML-Chandrika-Bold
    /ML-Chandrika-BoldItalic
    /ML-Chandrika-Italic
    /ML-Chandrika-Normal
    /ML-Chithira-Bold
    /ML-ChithiraHeavy-Bold
    /ML-ChithiraHeavy-BoldItalic
    /ML-Chithira-Normal
    /ML-Devika-Bold
    /ML-Devika-BoldItalic
    /ML-Gauri-Bold
    /ML-Gauri-BoldItalic
    /ML-GauriHeavy-Italic
    /ML-GauriHeavy-Normal
    /ML-Geethika-Bold
    /ML-Geethika-BoldItalic
    /ML-Gopika-Bold
    /ML-Gopika-BoldItalic
    /ML-Gopika-Italic
    /ML-Gopika-Normal
    /ML-Guruvayur-Bold
    /ML-Guruvayur-BoldItalic
    /ML-Indulekha-Bold
    /ML-Indulekha-BoldItalic
    /ML-IndulekhaHeavy-Bold
    /ML-IndulekhaHeavy-BoldItalic
    /ML-Indulekha-Italic
    /ML-Indulekha-Normal
    /ML-Jaya-Bold
    /ML-Jaya-BoldItalic
    /ML-Jaya-Italic
    /ML-Jaya-Normal
    /ML-Jyothy-Bold
    /ML-Jyothy-BoldItalic
    /ML-Jyothy-Italic
    /ML-Jyothy-Normal
    /ML-Jyotsna-Bold
    /ML-Jyotsna-BoldItalic
    /ML-Kala-Bold
    /ML-Kala-BoldItalic
    /ML-Kamini-Normal
    /ML-Kanika-Bold
    /ML-Kanika-BoldItalic
    /ML-Kanika-Italic
    /ML-Kanika-Normal
    /ML-Karthika-Bold
    /ML-Karthika-BoldItalic
    /ML-Karthika-Italic
    /ML-Karthika-Normal
    /ML-Kaumudi-Bold
    /ML-Kaumudi-BoldItalic
    /ML-Kaumudi-Italic
    /ML-Kaumudi-Normal
    /ML-Keerthi-Bold
    /ML-Keerthi-BoldItalic
    /ML-Leela-Bold
    /ML-Leela-BoldItalic
    /ML-LeelaHeavy-Italic
    /ML-LeelaHeavy-Normal
    /ML-Leela-Italic
    /ML-Leela-Normal
    /ML-MadhaviExBold-Italic
    /ML-MadhaviExBold-Normal
    /ML-Madhu-Bold
    /ML-Madhu-BoldItalic
    /ML-Madhu-Italic
    /ML-Madhu-Normal
    /ML-Malavika-Bold
    /ML-Malavika-BoldItalic
    /ML-Malavika-Italic
    /ML-Malavika-Normal
    /ML-MangalaExBold-Italic
    /ML-MangalaExBold-Normal
    /ML-Mayoori-Bold
    /ML-Mayoori-BoldItalic
    /ML-Mohini-Bold
    /ML-Mohini-BoldItalic
    /ML-Mohini-Italic
    /ML-Mohini-Normal
    /ML-Nalini-Bold
    /ML-Nalini-BoldItalic
    /ML-Nalini-Italic
    /ML-Nalini-Normal
    /ML-Nandini-Bold
    /ML-Nandini-BoldItalic
    /ML-Nandini-Italic
    /ML-Nandini-Normal
    /ML-Nanditha-Bold
    /ML-Nanditha-Italic
    /ML-Nanditha-Normal
    /ML-NarmadaExBold-Italic
    /ML-NarmadaExBold-Normal
    /ML-Nila-Bold
    /ML-Nila-BoldItalic
    /ML-Onam-Bold
    /ML-Onam-BoldItalic
    /ML-Periyar-Bold
    /ML-Periyar-BoldItalic
    /ML-Periyar-Italic
    /ML-Periyar-Normal
    /ML-Pooram-Bold
    /ML-Pooram-BoldItalic
    /ML-Pooram-Italic
    /ML-Pooram-Normal
    /ML-Poornima-Bold
    /ML-Poornima-Normal
    /ML-Rachana-Bold
    /ML-Rachana-BoldItalic
    /ML-Rachana-Normal
    /ML-Ravivarma-Bold
    /ML-Ravivarma-BoldItalic
    /ML-Ravivarma-Italic
    /ML-Ravivarma-Normal
    /ML-Revathi-Bold
    /ML-Revathi-BoldItalic
    /ML-Revathi-Italic
    /ML-Revathi-Normal
    /ML-Rohini-Bold
    /ML-Rohini-BoldItalic
    /ML-Sabari-Bold
    /ML-Sabari-BoldItalic
    /ML-Sankara-Bold
    /ML-Sankara-BoldItalic
    /ML-Sarada-Bold
    /ML-Sarada-Normal
    /ML-Sruthy-Bold
    /ML-Sruthy-BoldItalic
    /ML-Sruthy-Italic
    /ML-Sruthy-Normal
    /ML-Sugatha-Bold
    /ML-Sugatha-BoldItalic
    /ML-Suparna-Bold
    /ML-Suparna-BoldItalic
    /ML-Surya-Bold
    /ML-Surya-Normal
    /ML-SwathyBold-Italic
    /ML-SwathyBold-Normal
    /ML-Thakazhi-Bold
    /ML-Theyyam-Bold
    /ML-Theyyam-BoldItalic
    /ML-Theyyam-Italic
    /ML-Theyyam-Normal
    /ML-Thiruvathira-Bold
    /ML-Thiruvathira-BoldItalic
    /ML-Thiruvathira-Italic
    /ML-Thiruvathira-Normal
    /ML-Thunchan-Bold
    /ML-Thunchan-BoldItalic
    /ML-Thunchan-Italic
    /ML-Thunchan-Normal
    /ML-Vaisali-Bold
    /ML-Vaisali-BoldItalic
    /ML-Varsha-Bold
    /ML-Varsha-BoldItalic
    /ML-Varsha-Italic
    /ML-Varsha-Normal
    /ML-VeenaHeavy-Italic
    /ML-VeenaHeavy-Normal
    /ML-Vinay-Bold
    /ML-Vinay-Normal
    /ML-Visakham-Bold
    /ML-Visakham-BoldItalic
    /ML-Visakham-Italic
    /ML-Visakham-Normal
    /ML-Vishu-Bold
    /ML-Vishu-BoldItalic
    /ML-Vishu-Italic
    /ML-Vishu-Normal
    /ML-Yashasri-Bold
    /ML-Yashasri-BoldItalic
    /Mojo
    /Myriad-Bold
    /Myriad-BoldItalic
    /Myriad-CnBold
    /Myriad-CnBoldItalic
    /Myriad-CnItalic
    /Myriad-CnSemibold
    /Myriad-CnSemiboldItalic
    /Myriad-Condensed
    /Myriad-Italic
    /MyriadPro-Black
    /MyriadPro-BlackIt
    /MyriadPro-Bold
    /MyriadPro-BoldIt
    /MyriadPro-It
    /MyriadPro-Light
    /MyriadPro-LightIt
    /MyriadPro-Regular
    /MyriadPro-Semibold
    /MyriadPro-SemiboldIt
    /Myriad-Roman
    /Myriad-Tilt
    /Nyx
    /OCRA-Alternate
    /Ouch
    /Palatino-Bold
    /Palatino-BoldItalic
    /Palatino-Italic
    /Palatino-Roman
    /Pompeia-Inline
    /Postino-Italic
    /Shelley-AllegroScript
    /Shuriken-Boy
    /SpumoniLP
    /Swiss721BT-Bold
    /Swiss721BT-BoldCondensed
    /Swiss721BT-BoldCondensedItalic
    /Swiss721BT-BoldItalic
    /Swiss721BT-Italic
    /Swiss721BT-ItalicCondensed
    /Swiss721BT-Light
    /Swiss721BT-LightItalic
    /Swiss721BT-Roman
    /Swiss721BT-RomanCondensed
    /SY10-Sports
    /SY11-Swastik
    /SY12-Zodiac
    /SY13-Zodiac
    /SY14-Zodiac
    /SY15-Zodiac
    /SY16-Zodiac
    /SY17-NationalHeroes
    /SY18-Vivah
    /SY19-Patterns
    /SY1-Birds
    /SY20-Zodiac
    /SY21-Zodiac
    /SY23-Zodiac
    /SY24-Zodiac
    /SY25-Election
    /SY26-Variety
    /SY27-Vehicles
    /SY28-IndianDances
    /SY29-Kitchen
    /SY2-Dance
    /SY30-Jain
    /SY31-Mudras
    /SY32-Music
    /SY3-Ganesh
    /SY4-Ganesh
    /SY5-Gods
    /SY6-Info
    /SY7-Lamps
    /SY8-Sports
    /SY9-Sports
    /Symbol
    /Times-Bold
    /Times-BoldItalic
    /Times-Italic
    /Times-Roman
    /TM-Avvai-Bold
    /TM-Avvai-BoldItalic
    /TM-Avvai-Italic
    /TM-Avvai-Normal
    /VAGRoundedBT-Regular
    /VAGRoundedLt-Normal
    /WoodtypeOrnaments-One
    /ZapfDingbats
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


